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PREFACE. 



THBjnterest every member of society has in the 
protection of life and property from loss by fire, 
with the fact that no national or local publication 
has heretofore been issued in defence of those 
engaged in the discharge of the arduous and peril- 
ous duty of firemen ; the different means used in 
different localities to insure discipline and promote 
efficiency ; and the personal interest which the 
author feels in the welfare of those who peril life 
and health in a gratuitous pubUo service, together 
with his desire to aid in establishing a national 
polity based upon the practical experience gleaned 
from all the prominent fields of investigation which 
have been so numerous in our land ; — these are 
the reasons for the attempt of the author to com- 
pile this work. Heroism is the exclusive prif ilege 

of no age or station ; and, although we write with- 
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VI PREFA'CE. 

out a hero, we hope to attract the attention of 
readers to the facts of habitual and daily sacrifice 
of self, that, as must be apparent, is made by those 
who engage in the service of firemen. If the sta- 
tistical tables, and the information which is pre- 
sented in these pages, be fairly investigated, it 
will be seen that the social and moral evils, that 
have germinated from the association of bq^Jies of 
men for this public service, are not attributable to 
the mere fact of association, nor are they necessary 
evils that exist from the kind of service,* or the 
class of men who engage in it. The true relation 
of the public to those who, at all hours of the day 
and night, at every possible and imminent peril to 
life and health, are their unpaid protectors, and 
also the fireman's true relations to the public, 
should be carefully considered ; and every investi- 
gation that will lead to a just appreciation of these 
relations should be made. With the hope that this 
work will aid in promoting these objects, and tend 
to advance the position of ' ' the Firemen ' ' through- 
out the land, we cast it upon the waters, and say 
*' Down with her' " 
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CHAPTER I. 

It is a singular fact that no work has been published 
in the United States in relation to this ann of our public 
safety, the Fire Department. The immense amount 
at risk ; the daily recurrence of losses by fire, of death 
by the destroying element ; the great number that yearly 
march to their graves with diseases that have become 
fixed upon them by exposure and suffering while in the 
discharge of a fireman's duty; the occasional outbursts 
of inflamed passion between different classes of firemen 
in our large cities, with all their disastrous conse- 
quences ; — all these varying interests and fears have 
induced no general expression as to the means for reme- 
dying these evils. There is no general plan of safety 
decided upon. No defence for a large body of self-sacri- 
ficing men, no account ot those who have perilled health 
and limbs, and life itself, in the discharge of an honor- 
able and useful duty, has yet been attempted. Why is 
this? Notwithstanding the arduous labor of those who 
discharge a fireman's service; notwithstanding the fact 
that every moment we may stand in need of a reliable 
fire department for the protection of our own lives and 
tiie lives of those we hold most dear, and for the pro tec- 
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tion of our homes and property from loss by fire ; the 
great mass of the pubUc, nevertheless, yield to a cruel 
sentiment that has been falsely engendered; — their 
inward heart says, "Rowdies," and their outward 
action is disrespectful. This large body of useful men 
are judged harshly, and held by the public as a neces- 
sary evil. This fact is evident, and the reason some- 
what ci^ar. The great body — the mass of firemen — 
suffer from the wrong-doing and the vices of a few of 
their members. From a careful investigation, it will 
be found that the firemen as a body will average, in 
point of respectability and worth as producers and 
artisans, in point of moral character as citizens, and in- 
deed in all the relations of life, equal to any organized 
class of men. In morals they are above the military. 
By an examination of facts, and a fair and unbiased 
judgment founded upon those facts, we shall find the 
verdict of public sentiment, as now entertained, to be 
false and erroneous. Nay, more, we shall find that a 
standing wrong, a deep injury, has been perpetratecj 
against this class of our fellow-citizens. 

In assuming this position, it is not intended to argue 
that firemen should not be subject to discipline; but, 
on the contrary, we contend for what is self-evident to 
every person, that the strictest discipline in the discharge 
of their duty, and the utmost subordination to superiors, 
should exist. The firemen should be drilled to military 
discipline in the discharge of their duty, and should be 
holden strictly answerable, by penalty, for the least dere- 
liction, or the slightest want of obedience to the orders 
of a superior officer. This state of discipline is, how- 
ever, not the more easily brought about by keepmg the 
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men down, but only by elevating them in public regard ; 
by raising them to appreciate the necessity of such dis- 
cipline ; by developing a pride and emulation in tlie 
prompt discharge of every duty ; in energetic and zeal- 
ous efforts in time of danger; in subordination and in 
the cultivation of a capacity to. keep cool in time of great 
excitement. It should be made their pride to be able 
to think quickly and to act judiciously in all cases of 
emergency, and upon a proper impulse of thought and 
feeling. There have been, and there are, men who are 
able to give attention to two things at almost the same 
instant of time. This valuable faculty is acquired, 
doubtless, by severe discipline of the mind ; and in na 
service are there so many occasions where this kind of 
ability is required as in that of a fireman. The alarm, 
the darkness, the bustle, the shriek of terror-stricken 
women and children, the high wall, the flame-enveloped 
staircase, the explosion of combustibles, the crazed ac- 
tion of the populace, the gratuitous advice and opinion 
of those, who, at such a time, are not worthy of atten- 
tion, — all these circumstances combined tend to distract 
the attention, to disturb the mind, and thus to peril 
life which otherwise might be safe, — to jeopardize in- 
terests that were otherwise secure. It is at such times 
that every member of the department should be able to 
spell c-o-o-l coolly and quickly^ and then to act deliber- 
ately. The faculty of deliberate and efficient action has 
been exhibited in many striking instances, but it is by 
no means general in the rank and file of the depart- 
ment. 

Confusion in the public mind, chaos in surrounding 
circumstances, have often produced fatal results. 

2 
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Fire has been driven in, instead of out. Life has been 
crushed by faUing walls, which might have been secured 
had a thought been given to their safety. Windo>ys and 
doors have at one time been broken in to feed tlie de- 
vouring flame; windows and doors have at another 
time been left closed, that might have given Ufe to those 
perishing in smoke and darkness. Every person will 
admit these statements to be painfully true, after see- 
ing the many and various phases of events as they 
transpire at different classes of fires. It is not pre- 
sumed that each and every casualty, that might be 
avoidable, can in every instance be prevented ; but the 
assertion is, that, by elevated and decided discipline in 
the department, the occurrence of such casualties will 
be greatly lessened. This want of discipline, which we 
see is so disastrous, has been shown, in some instances, 
where officers were obnoxious to the men, — where 
the men have had ik) voice, and have not been consulted 
in the selection of those officers. 

Insubordination, from such or any cause, is wrong, 
and should not be and cannot be justified. Two wrongs 
do not make a right. 

The true policy, and that which we feel conscious 
will commend itself to every one, is, that only such men 
should be approved and allowed as members of the fire 
department, as are capable of making a proper selec- 
tion of men for office, men who understand the duties 
of such offices. 

The firemen should have the privilege of electing all 
their officers, — from the officers of each company to 
the chief engineer of the departnient, — without the 
interference of a city government in any manner what- 
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ever, except to designate the plan and manner of vot- 
ing. By this means there would be secured a feeUng 
of respect for their officers by the departments, and all 
orders from such officers would be obeyed readily; for 
the members would feel that they were responsible for 
any failure, or dereliction of duty, having the whole 
matter placed in their own hands. 

THE REMEDY. 

Self-respect is a very efficient remedy against vice. 
In all the relations of life we see the operation of this 
principle. Especially does it appear in the close rela- 
tion of parent and child. The loss of a due self-respect 
in the parent is sure to be followed by disrespect from 
the child, and an injury falls both upon parent and child. 
In all cases there is a mutual action of this principle, 
both in benefit and injury. 

The stale of public sentiment in regard to firemen 
has been induced by the operation of this principle in 
a great measure. 

The public do not respect the department as a whole. 
This feeling has, in some measure, injured the organi- 
zation, by causing a want of self-respect in them. Again, 
it has kept very many persons from the service, who 
would have made efficient and useful members. They 
have felt that it would be a source of mortification to 
them, and a degradation, to be placed in such a cate- 
gory; and, in the class of "society in which they move, 
th^y niiglit be considered as having lost caste. In every 
case, where the efl:ect of overt acts on the part of the 
parent, or of an organization, results in the degradation 
of the child, or in disrespect to the man from his con- 
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nection with a particular calling, the injury done cannot 
fail to be mutual ; it is detrimental both to the public 
and the organization. 

In regard to firemen, there is a remedy for this. The 
public should raise the fire department in their estima- 
tion, — should respect them. They should take high 
ground with regard to membership, and see that none 
but proper persons are admitted to the department. 
Selection should be made from those best qualified by 
physical, moral, and intellectual abilities to command 
respect, and be efficient members. 

From necessity members of a fire company must be 
chosen from those who follow laborious pursuits, for, 
with rare exceptions, men of sedentary employments, and 
of pursuits entirely mental, have not the physical ca- 
pacity for endurance to disch^irge the duties of fire- 
man. 

We believe, that, by such prudent and judicious selec- 
tion of men for members,- and by elevating the body to 
a full appreciation of themselves and a due self-respect, — 
and also by a free and full acknowledgment, on the part 
of the public, of their obligations to the firemen for their 
service, — there would result an immediate advancement 
of the character and position of the whole department. 

Bloody battles have been won, campaigns conducted 
to a successful issue, with less of personal exposure to 
physical danger on the part of the participants than is 
daily incurred by those engaged in the fireman's service* 
But in the one case there are laurel wreaths awarded, 
and deeds of valor recorded on the historic page ; while 
the self-sacrificing fireman has no laurel wreaths, no 
record, but must submit, all this time, to a false estima- 
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tion and a cruel forgetfulness of the true value of his 
services to the public. 

FOREIGNERS IN THE FIRE DEPARTMENT. 

Much trouble has arisen in the fire departments of the 
different cities in the United States, having its origin in 
the introduction of foreigners to membership in the de- 
partment. Beyond a question there are many of our 
adopted citizens who are well qualified to discharge the 
duties of firemen; but that fact, of itself, does not jus- 
tify their introduction. We say, shame on the man who 
has not some feeling of pride for the place of his birth, 
of whatever nation, kindred, or tongue. That innate 
love of home and country will exist in every individual, 
if he be worthy of the name of man. Every man is 
proud of his nationahty, and it in no way compromises 
our own dignity to grant to every brother-dweller on 
earth the same high-born privilege. But, while accord- 
ing this privilege, ^nd extending the kindest hospitality, 
to them, we yet believe in the doctrine of non-interference 
in our domestic affairs. We are good neighbors, hospi- 
table, kind, social, generous ; but must deny their right 
to interfere with the management of the affairs of our 
American homestead. When foreigners become mem- 
bers of the fire department, from that moment, as has 
been the constant experience, dissensions arise. The 
first social broil will commence over a difference of opin- 
ions upon the merits of a Bunker Hill or a Waterloo, 
and different opinions of the character and ability of 
their national heroes ; and at last a disputation ad horn- 
i?ie?n, and a tussle for a trial-battle for national valor 
and prowess. 

2* 
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No necessity exists for the introduction of foreigners 
into the fire department, and this, with the well-estab- 
Hshed fact that discord and dissensions have always 
arisen from their introduction, should be a sufiicient 
reason why they should not be admitted members of the 
fire department. 

BOARDS OF ENGINEERS. 

In many of our principal cities the officers place 
themselves in an improper position in relation to the 
members of the department. They do this by assuming 
a superiority and a reserve that do not tend to promote 
harmony or advance disciphne among the body of 
firemen, but the very reverse. However much we may 
laud man, and exalt his attributes, the stubborn fact is 
evident, and has always been exhibited in every nation, 
and in every locality, and with all classes, that he has 
something of the porcine about him in relation to being 
driven. No man has ever been able to control men by 
that arrogance of manner, and kind of brute force, 
which many presume to be the only efficient mode of 
discipline, and the only means calculated to insure 
respect. This is a bungling fallacy. Look to history 
on this matter. Look to the biography of every great 
general, to that of every great commodore, of every 
efficient officer, in any station, who has acquired a 
great capacity to govern men, and you will find that 
all had the kind word, the deserved compliment, the 
proper sense of mutual relationship; and advancement 
and honors always were meted out to those who by their 
merits deserved them. 

True dignity does not have to erect itself on wooden 
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Stilts to take its proper position ; and, without abating 
anything in discipline, all classes of officers in the fire 
department can endear themselves to their subordinates, 
can aid in the promotion of the mutual benefit and wel- 
fare of the members, and the advancement of the whole 
department as a body ; and thus can officers insure a 
discipline that has never before existed, and make the 
arduous duties of the firemen lighter and more pleasant, 
by checking this feeling of which we have spoken, that 
always will exist where the officers are "self-important," 
and the men are driven to a sense of duty or respect. 

• 

THE EIGHT TO MEET SOCIALLY AND VISIT OTHER 

LOCALITIES. 

In quite a number of cities in the United States the 
firemen are denied the right to visit their brother firemen 
in other localities. This is wrong, we think. They 
follow their various avocations, liable to be called away 
at any time, when there is an alarm of fire, for the dis- 
charge of their duty as firemen, and they are only sub- 
ject to the control of the city government when in the 
actual discharge of their duty. The military organiza- 
tion is the same, in respect to the duty which they 
have to perform; and how absurd it would be to 
make regulations that would preclude the interchange 
of hospitalities and intercourse with similar organiza- 
tions in other places, and to withhold the property 
of the state from use for such a purpose ! It is con- 
ceded that, at times, evils have grown out of this custom 
of parading and visiting. But have not these evils been 
confined to a few causes, and to small numbers? lias 
not the good resulting from such customs been para- 
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mount to the evil? We should judge most surely it 
had; and for this reason, — most of the members of the 
department are men of laborious calling, of industrious 
habits, with few means of recreation ; and the social vis- 
iting to a neighboring city, as they are not able often to 
get out of the treadmill life to which their employment 
may be compared, gives a new impetus to their life. 
Such excursions as firemen provide for themselves, and 
their interchange with others, give new ideas and new 
associations ; and often, after their return from a trip, 
the burdens of life seem lessened, and its purposes and 
objects enlarged. Then, again, anticipation of other 
reunions in the future lends a zest to their otherwise 
dull and monotonous routine of occupation. 

POLITICAL FIREMEN. 

The organizations of firemen have, in different local- 
ities, arranged themselves upon one side and the other, 
in regard to local elections. They have taken these 
positions as they have deemed the candidates favorable 
or not to such views as are in concurrence with their 
own. In many cases they have been deceived by de- 
signing men, who, for the purpose of elevating them- 
selves into office, make use of willing tools. The pub- 
lic, meanwhile, have placed all the odium that attached 
to the results of any such associations, to the credit of 
the firemen. They should, doubtless, be held, as all 
men are, strictly responsible for their political actions, 
and for the results of success in the election of men to 
office by their suff*rages; but they should not be held 
responsible for the conduct of base and false officials, 
who have rrierely used them as tools on the day of 
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election. In many local elections there have been^ 
measures taken to control the ballot-box by an inter- 
ference with the department while in the discharge of 
their various duties. In one city this has been done by 
prompting a gang of " rowdies '' to the perpetration of 
outrages upon the firemen, for the purpose of inciting 
a broil and tumult that would result in rendering the 
department obnoxious and open to censure. It has been 
proved, that, in one of our principal cities, the board of 
aldermen, who had failed to sustain an efficient depart- 
ment on account of opposing political sentiments on the 
part of the leaders, were engaged in hiring gangs of 
rowdies to assault the firemen while in the discharge 
of their duties. This is an aggravated case ; but results 
of this kind are of continual occurrence, and there is no 
doubt in our mind that many of the disturbances that 
have occurred in different localities have been caused 
by persons behind the scenes, for political capital, and 
for purposes that were entirely corrupt. Men seldom 
quarrel for the sake of a quarrel. The inciting motive 
is kept quietly out of sight, while the actors bear the 
blame which belongs to others. A careful investigation 
of the troubles which have occurred in the fire depart- 
ments of different localities will bring to light the fact 
that the firemen are many times blamed for the actions 
of others, and for disturbances over which they had no 
control, and in which they took no willing part. 

THE FIRE DEPARTMENT OF BOSTON. 

There is no city in the Union where this arm of 
public safety has passed through so many changes 
as in Boston. From the year 1672, when the first 
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fire company was organized, up to the present time, 
there have been continual changes in the laws by 
which the department has been governed, and in its 
general management. Wise and liberal laws have 
been enacted for the regulation of the department ; and 
these laws have been changed to such as were unwise 
and illiberal. Regulations have been made which were 
not conducive to the best interests of the firemen. 
Laws illiberal and severe are not calculated to insure 
discipline, nor to render the members of the department 
more efiicient in the discharge of their duty, but the 
reverse. And, although the laws by which the depart- 
ment is governed at the present time are more lib- 
eral than any that have been in force since 1837, yet 
changes could be made which would greatly benefit the 
firemen, and have a tendency to elevate them to a posi- 
tion to which they are clearly entitled in the minds 
of the public. Laws which are calculated ** to * keep 
down ' men, as this phrase is understood, and, at the 
same time, aim to insure discipline and efficiency," 
very seldom effect those objects ; but, on the contrary, 
while they have a tendency to degrade the firemen in 
the opinion of every person who has a mind of his own, 
they also signally fail in their object. The ordinances 
by which the fire department of Boston has been con- 
trolled, have done more to degrade the service, in the 
opinion of the firemen themselves, and of citizens of 
other localities, than anything else that ever occurred 
in the fire department of this city. The fire depart- 
ment of Boston is a paid department. The members 
receive one hundred dollars each per annum. The 
department is composed of a chief engineer and nine 
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assistants, thirteen engine companies which are entitled 
to forty men each, six hose companies of twenty men 
each, three hook and ladder companies of twenty-five 
men each, one steam fire-engine manned by sixteen 
men. The department is composed of men who follow 
laborious callings for a Uvelihood, who are mostly 
mechanics, as will be seen by reference to a statistical 
table in another chapter. We would remark here that 
this table was prepared for the purpose of refuting 
the charge, which has been so often brought against 
the department, of its being composed of idle and dis- 
solute persons, and those with whom it is not fit for 
young men to associate. Boston, when compared with 
other cities, has been much favored in regard to large 
fires ; and the reason of this is, in part, that she has 
always had an efficient fire department to protect her 
citizens from the destroying element. We propose to 
give a short account of the most memorable fires which 
have occurred in Boston. 

The first large fire in Boston occurred in 1653, near 
State-street; but there is no record of the fire to be 
found at the present time. On the 8th of August, 
1679, a fire broke out in Uie Town Dock, on Aiiii-stroel, 
destroying eighty houses, and seventy warehouses, val- 
ued at a million of dollars. Several vessels were buruc^d 
by this fire. During the year 1690 a large fire occurred 
on Hanover-street, by which many buildings were 
destroyed. ; 

June 19th, 1691. A large conflagration occurred in " 
North Square, destroying a large number of housed. 

March 11th, 1702. A terrible conflagration took 
place in Dock Square, at one time thf^tening destruc- 
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tion to one half the town ; but it was finally stopped 
in its progress by blowing up several large warehouses. 

Oct. 2d, 1711. A fire broke out in an oakum-pick- 
er's tenement in Williams Court ; one of the women 
who was picking oakum allowed it to take fire. The 
flames spread with great rapidity. All the houses 
and stores on both sides of Washington-street between 
School-street and Dock Square were laid in ashes, 
besides the first meeting-house that was built in Bos- 
ton. During the fire, four sailors ascended the steeple 
to save the bell. The stairs burnt away, the roof fell 
in, and the sailors were crushed to death. 

Nov. 14th, 1759. A fire commenced south of Olivers 
Bridge, Water-street, and swept off all the buildings 
east on that street and on Milk-street. 

March 20th, 1760. A fire broke out on Washington- 
street, where several buildings were burned. It then 
extended to Long Wharf and to Fort Hill, burning one 
large ship, nine smaller ones, the Quaker Meeting-house 
on Congress-street, one hundred and thirty-three dwell- 
ing-houses, sixty-three stores, sixty-six shops, and 
thirty-six bams ; a total of two hundred and fifty-five 
buildings, valued, in the currency of that day, at 
£71,012 7s. 3d. 

Jan. 13th, 1791. A fire commenced in a shop in 
Dock Square, which destroyed Faneuil Hall and all the 
buildings east of it. 

April 20th, 1787. A fire broke out in a malt-house 
on Beach-street, and, the wind blowing a gale from the 
north-east, the flames communicated to many buildings 
at the same tin^e. The HoUis-street Church, which was 
fifty rods froi^Bmere the fire originated, was soon in a 
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blaze, and was burnt to its foundation. There were 
destroyed by this fire one hundred buildings ; sixty of 
them were the most costly mansions to be found in 
Boston at that time. All the buildings on both sides 
of Washington-street, from Elliot to Nassau streets, 
were destroyed. 

July 30th, 1794. A fife commenced in some rope- 
walks on a line with Pearl-street. This fire swept 
everything in its course to the water's edge on Russia 
Wharf, burning one hundred houses and stores. 

Jan. 15th, 1803. Daniel Bowen's Museum, at the 
comer of Tremont and Bromfield streets, was destroyed 
by fire. The flames ascended to such a height as to 
be seen at Portsmouth, N. H., a distance of sixty 
miles. 

Jan. 16th, 1807. Bowen & Doyle's Museum took 
fife, and was entirely destroyed. The southern walls 
were forced out by the flames, and fell into the cemetery 
grounds, crushing to death several young men. 

Nov. 3d, 1818. The Exchange Coflfee-house, situated 
in Devonshire-street, took fire, and was burned to its 
foundation. This was, at that time, the most exten- 
sive establishment of the kind in the United States. 
The building was seven stories in height, and from the 
ground to the top of the dome one hundred feet and ten 
inches. The house contained two hundred and ten 
rooms, with a dining-room which would seat three hun- 
dred persons. This fire presented one of the most 
grand and sublime spectacles ever witnessed in Boston ; 
occurring in the evening, the light was seen at Ports- 
mouth, N. H., a distance of sixty miles. Loss $500,000. 
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July 7th, 1824. A fire commenced in a carpenter's 
shop, situated on Charles-street. The wind was blow- 
ing a gale from the west, which carried the flames to a 
block of buildings on Chestnut-street. The heat, smoke 
and flames, rendered the efibrts of the firemen for a 
time ineflfectual. Lines of men were formed to the 
Frog Pond, and also to the Mill-dam Basin, for the pur- 
pose of passing water to the engines in fire-buckets. 
A block of buildings on Beacon-street was soon on fire, 
and, had it not been for the wisdom shown by covering 
the roofs of other houses with blankets, and keeping 
them wet, the whole of Beacon-street would have been 
laid in ashes. The Common, after the fire, presented 
the sad spectacle of elegant and costly furniture dam- 
aged and broken by impetuous ' and careless removal 
from the buildings on fire. Burning flakes were blown 
to the eastward as far as Bedford-street, firing sev- 
eral buildings in that direction, but they were quickly 
extinguished. Loss $150,000. 

The city of Boston at this time seemed doomed to be 
destroyed by extensive and disastrous conflagrations. 
Hardly had the rubbish been cleared away from the 
ruins on Beacon-street, before the city was again visited 
by one of the most disastrous fires that ever occurred 
in Boston. 

April 7th, 1825. A fire broke out in a wooden build- 
ing in Doane-street. The fire soon communicated to 
the adjoining buildings and to the large warehouses on 
f State, Central, Kilby, and Broad streets. Owing to a 
scarcity of water it had full sway for a long time, and 
the heat from the fire was such as to penetrate the 
partition walls that separated the warehouses oue from 
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another, and set the timbers on fire in the different 
rooms. The wind blew fresh from the south-west, and 
the communication of the flames from one building to 
another, on both sides of Central-street, and as far as 
the , Commercial Coffee-house, was extremely rapid. 
The progress of the flames was not arrested until four 
o'clock the next morning. After the fire had raged 
for five hours the utmost efforts of the firemen were 
necessary to prevent the flames from crossing to the 
west side of Kilby-street, although the wind was blow- 
ing from a westerly direction at the time. Some of the 
finest buildings in Boston were destroyed by this 
destructive conflagration. Loss $2,000,000. 

Nov. 10th, 1825. A fire was discovered in a building 
on Court-street, and* before it was extinguished nine 
buildings were destroyed, reaching from Tudor's 
corner to Washington-street. Law books valued at 
$20,000 were burned by this fire. On the op})osite 
side of the street several wooden buildings were also 
burned. Loss $60,000. 

Nov. 29th, 1829. A fire commenced in a building on 
Summer-street, occupied by H. T. Salisbury. The fire 
soon spread to the adjoining buildings, which were all 
totally destroyed. Loss at this fire was $30,000. 

Nov. 21st, 1832. A fire broke out under the eaves 
of the old State House, which still stands as a relic of 
the Revolution. The building \vas damaged to the 
amount of $4,000. 

May 18th, 1835. A fire broke out in the carpenter's 
shop of Stetson <fc Smith, on Blackstone-street. The 
flames extended to several adjoining shops, and a stable 
occupied by a Mr. Simmons ; all of which, with their 
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contents, were consumed. All the buildings between 
Blackstone, Cross, and Pond streets were entirely de- 
stroyed. On the opposite side of Pond-street the 
Massachusetts Hotel and several other buildings were 
badly damaged, and the livery stable of Mr. Davis^was 
completely burned. All of the buildings on the west 
side of Salem-street, from Cross to Hanover streets, with 
but one exception, were entirely destroyed, and many 
other buildings were damaged by fire. At this fire, Mel- 
ville Engine, No. 13, drafted, and played on to the fire 
through eleven hundred and fifty feet of hose. Loss 
$70,000. 

January 24th, 1839. A fire broke out in the iron 
foundery of Haskell & Turner, on Haverhill- street. 
The fire soon spread to the adjoining buildings, and m 
a short time all the buildings from that in which the 
fire originated to Market-street were totally destroyed. 
On Beverly-street all the buildings were destroyed to 
Charlestown-street. A row of buildings, five in number, 
on Cooper-street, and a block on Charlestown-street, 
were consumed, together with a block of houses on 
Endicott-street. The weather was extremely cold, and 
many of the firemen were badly frost-bitten. Loss 
$80,000. 

June 24th, 1844. A fire broke out in Hamilton's 
Planing-mills, in the rear of Suflblk and Dover streets. 
The materials about the building were very combusti- 
ble, and the weather extremely hot. A strong breeze 
was blowing from the west, which caused the fire to 
spread with grf at rapidity. A block of fine buildings 
on Suffolk-street, and a large block of buildings on 
Dover-street, were soon on fire, and in a short time were 
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destroyed. The Franklin school-house, on Washington- 
street, was next in order for destruction ; and, while the 
firemen were making great exertions to save it, the fire 
spread along a block of small brick buildings on 
Groton-street, five of which were destroyed. Loss 
$70,000. 

August 18th, 1844. A fire broke out in Samuel Jep- 
son's carpenter's shop, in South Margin street. The fire 
extended with great rapidity to the adjoining buildings. 
About twenty buildings with their contents were de- 
stroyed. Loss $60,000. 

May 11th, 1845. A fire commenced in Church-street, 
which destroyed a large number of buildings in Church 
and Piedmont streets before it was stopped. There were 
twenty-five buildings in all, besides the church, burned. 
Loss $30,000. 

August 15th, 1845. The hotel and stable of a Mr. 
Doolittle, in Brattle Square, were set on fire. William G. 
Roulstone and Emerson G. Thompson, members of the 
Charlestown Fire Department, were killed by the falling 
of the walls. Several others were injured. Loss 
$8,000. 

Sept. 14th, 1845. The Suffolk Lead Works, on Gold- 
street, South Boston, consisting of five buildings, 
togetKer with six dwelling-houses, were consumed. Loss 
$50,000. 

Jan. 21st, 1847. A fire commenced in a bowling- 
alley in Haverhill-street. The wind at the time blew a 
perfect hurricane, and the cold was intense. In a direct 
range with the fire was a row of wooden buildings, 
through which the fire passed with terrible rapidity. 
Northward and eastward the fire spread steadily and 
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sadly. The buildings in Beverly and Medford streets 
were soon swept away by the raging flames. Hay- 
market Square was filled by the flyin*g inhabitants of 
the burning district, who had fled from the destruction 
behind them, many of whom were rendered homeless 
and houseless. A large amount of property was de- 
stroyed, and a great porti9n of it belonged to those 
who, in losing their little, lost all. Loss $75,000. 

March 10th, 1847. A block of buildings on Wash- 
ington-street, near State-street, occupied by Damrell & 
Moore, printers, and sixteen others, were destroyed by 
fire. Loss $75,000. 

Sept. 7th, 1849. A fire broke out in an old stable in 
Sea-street, and soon communicated to the lumber-yard 
of Whiting & Co., from which it spread to the coal- 
yard of A. Benson. The wind was blowing strong from 
the west at the time, which caused the fire to spread 
to the vessels lying at the wharf, and several of them 
were slightly damaged. While the firemen were at 
work in stopping the progress of the fire in Sea-street, 
a fire broke out in the Catholic Church on Broadway, 
South Boston, and a portion of the department were 
sent to South Boston. 

The fire in the church had made such headway when 
the engines arrived, that the firemen directed their 
attention to the saving of the surrounding buildings, 
which were in great danger from the heat of the build- 
ing on fire. In a short time the roof of the church 
fell in, and all that was left of that large building was 
the blackened walls. Loss $100,000. 

Nov. 5th, 1850. A large conflagration took place in 
the building owned and occupied by the Boston and 
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Maine Railroad Co. on Causeway-street, as a freight 
depot. It was also used, by Harold & Fernald, as a 
mahogany warehouse. The building was three hun- 
dred feet long, one and a half stories liigh, and, at the 
time of the fire, there were twenty-three cars inside of 
the depot, loaded with cotton and other merchandise, 
all of which were destroyed with ilie building. Loss 
$150,000. 

BUBNING OF TrEMONT TeMPLE AND ChAPMAN HaLL. 

— This fire occurred March 31, 1852. It was discov- 
ered in the basement of Tremont Temple, and an 
attempt was made to stop the progress of the fire with- 
out the aid of the department ; but it was inefiectual, on 
account of the combustibility of the material in tlie 
building. It was the belief of the firemen that the 
building could be saved ; but their hopes were not to be 
realized, for in one hour the flames had reached the 
roof, and in a short time the rafters were so badly 
burned that they gave way, and the roof fell in. The 
falling of the roof was terrific, and was soon followed 
by the falling of the front wall, which was composed 
of huge granite blocks, into Tremont-strect, with a 
tremendous crash. In the mean time Chapman Hall 
building, which joined the Temple on the rear, had 
taken fire, and the falling of the roof and walls of the 
Temple rendered it dangerous for the firemen to enter 
the building, and it was soon burned to the ground. A 
man, by the name of John Hall, was killed, and George 
Esty, a member of Franklin No. 7, of Charlestown, had 
his back broken by the falling walls. Esty survived 
several months after the accident. Loss $200,000. 
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July 10th, 1862. Great Fire on Fort Hill. — This 
fire commenced in an old stable, in an alley-way lead- 
ing from Belmont-strect. It caught from the cinders 
which fell from a chimney that was on fire. The wind 
was blowing a gale from the south-east at the time, and 
the fire spread with great rapidity. The roof of the 
Sailor's Home was soon discovered to be on fire, and, 
in a short time, there was nothing left of this great 
building but the bare walls. The alarm was given at 
three o'clock in the afternoon, and the scene in the 
neighborhood of this destructive conflagration baffles 
description. The streets were blockaded with house- 
hold goods; men, women and children, were without 
shelter for their heads. Among them were crowded 
thousands of spectators, gazing upon the burning build- 
ings and the operations of the firemen. At this time 
the Boylston school-house was discovered to be on fire, 
and all the energies of the firemen were brought to bear 
upon this building to save it, but in vain. By this time 
the excitement was at its height. Washington Square 
and the adjoining streets were in the wildest confusion. 
Women were shrieking ; firemen were crying out to the 
spectators, who were an obstruction to everybody and 
everything, except the raging flames, which threatened 
to destroy entirely that portion of the city. After five 
hours of incessant toil the fire was got under, and the 
firemen were relieved from their arduous duty. Be- 
tween fifty and sixty buildings were destroyed. Loss 
$400,000. 

Dec. 1st, 1852. Burning of Ghickering's Piano-forte 
Factory. — The fire broke out in the back part of the 
building situated on Washington-street, and, owing to 
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the combustible nature of the material, it was soon 
wrapped in flames, and in a short time the building 
was completely destroyed. Benjamin Foster was 
killed by the falling walls, and a large number of fire- 
men injured. Loss $250,000. 

April 27th, 1855. A fire broke out in a wooden 
building, filled with cotton, on Battery Wharf. The 
wind was blowing from The north-west, and in a short 
time a block of wooden warehouses and a hundred 
bales of cotton were on fire. The fire soon extended 
south, across the dock, to a range of buildings on Perry 
Avenue. The smoke was stupefying, and the heat so 
intense that the firemen were driven from their engines. 
The fire now raged with terrible fury. The ship Phar- 
salia was soon on fire, and was entirely destroyed. A 
large building on Constitution Wharf was burned. All 
the buildings owned by the People's Ferry Company 
were destroyed. The fire crossed to Lincoln's Wharf, 
where several buildings, which were used for storing 
cotton and other merchandise, were burned. A wood 
and coal yard on the wharf was on fire, and a large 
quantity of coal and wood destroyed. 

The ship Diana took fire, and Perkins No. 2 was put 
on board to save the vessel ; but the "heat was so intense 
that they were obliged to abandon the vessel and their 
engine though they afterwards rallied and saved them. 
The schooner Oregon was burned. A large number of 
vessels were injured by fire. 

Engines, Melville No. 6, Dispatch No. 11, of Boston, 
and Washington No. 2, of Chelsea, were burned, and 
several others were injured. The area of ground burned 
over by this fire was about ten acres. Loss $500,000. 
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April 12th, 1856. A fire broke out, a few minutes 
before one o'clock, in the attic of the large six-story 
brick building at the intersection of Sudbury, Portland, 
and Friend streets, known as. the Gerrish Market. A 
high wind prevailed at the time, and the height of the 
building prevented the firemen from throwing any 
water into the upper stories. For nearly an hour the 
flames were unchecked in their progress from room to 
room, and when the fire had penetrated down into the 
fourth story the scene was truly terrific. The upper 
portion of the walls was entirely hid from view by the 
immense body of flame which filled up the market 
building and the buildings on the other streets. By the 
aid of ladders the firemen were now able to throw a few 
streams of water into the third story, but no hindrance 
was given to the gathering force of the devouring ele- 
ment, which now had undisputed sway, and all the 
efibrts of the firemen were directed to saving the build- 
ings in the neighborhood, which were in the most im- 
minent danger of destruction. 

At two o'clock the walls of the market building com- 
menced falling, and, as piece after piece came thundering 
to the ground, the forked flames burst forth anew. The 
noise of the falling walls was tremendous, and the dan- 
ger to the firemen and spectators was great. That 
part of Haymarket Square nearest to Sudbury-street 
seemed to be literally a bed of cinders and coals. 

The heat of the fire caused a gas cesspool at the 
corner of Friend and Market streets to explode, by 
which three men were somewhat hurt, though not seri- 
ously. Loss $250,000. 

July 29th, 1856. A fire broke out in a large block 
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of buildings in North-street, and the flames spread with 
such rapidity that the tenants were obliged to jump 
from the windows. In doing this, Margaret Sweenny 
and Mary Collins were killed. The following were 
burnt to death: Ellen Kallen, Mary Kallen, Catharine 
Kallen, Ellen Wright, Emily Wright, John Wright, 
Charles W. Warren. A member of Hook and Ladder 
Company No. 1, was killed by the falling of a chimney. 
Several members of the department were slightly 
injured by the falling of bricks from the houses on fire. 
Loss $100,000. 



CHAPTER II. 

THE FIRE DEPARTMENT OF NEW YORK CITY. 

This department is conducted upon the yolunteer 
SYSTEM, and consists of a chief engineer and thirteen 
assistant engineers. There are in the department fif- 
teen hundred and twenty-eight engine men, eleven 
hundred hose men, three hundred and sixty hook-and- 
ladder men, and thirty-three hydrant men ; making in 
all a total of three thousand and eighty-five men. The 
firemen elect the entire board of engineers by ballot, 
and they also have the privilege of electing the ofiicers 
of the companies, without the interference of the city 
government. This is undoubtedly the most proper way. 
If one is competent to judge as to the fitness of a man 
for mayor or alderman, he is equally competent to judge 
of the fitness of a person for an oflice in the company 
to which he may be attached. The department is 
divided into forty-six engine companies, fifty-eight hose 
companies, fourteen hook-and-ladder, and four hydrant 
companies. There are in use in the department thirty- 
nine thousand feet of good hose, and thirty thousand 
feet of ordinary hose ; making a total of sixty-nine 
thousand feet of hose. The city is divided into eight 
fire districts, and the companies do not go out of their 
own district, except in case of large fires. The depart- 
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ment is under the control of a board o^ fire commis- 
sioners, who are electea by the representatives of the 
diflferent companies. It is the duty of the board to 
examine into all cases of misconduct on the part of the 
members of the department ; and they have removed 
many of the disreputable characters who have hereto- 
fore belonged to it, and who have rendered it obnoxious 
to the community. The department is divided into 
diflferent classes, according to the engines provided. 

The first-class engine companies are allowed 60 men. 

" second " " " " " 40 " 

" third " " " " " 40 " 

Hook and Ladder " " " 40 " 

Hose • «c ct it 25 #" 

Hydrant " " *' 10 " 

In chapter first reference was made to the causes of 
disturbance at fires. In New York, in most instances, 
after a full investigation has been made, it is found 
that persons who were not members of the department 
have caused the difficulties which have occurred. In 
the able report of M. G. Carson, chief engineer for the 
year 1854, it is said : ** Rowdies still continue to attack 
the firemen, and the latter occasionally attack each 
other. I wish, when these cases are reported, that you 
will act with promptitude and severity in the punish- 
ment of the offenders against the well-being of the de- 
partment, If instant and severe examples are made 
of them, it would not only promote the morals and 
efficiency of the department, but also the public tran- 
quillity. Companies should be held responsible for the 
villany of those whom they permit to run with their 

4 
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engines, and to congregate in and around their houses. 
It is unjust that so many well-Sisposed firemen should 
he degraded by insubordination. Members should not 
he permitted to remain in the department to demoralize 
the members, and keep out worthy men from its ranks. 
This is the reorganization which the department in New 
York requires, and it should not be a paid system, 
which firemen would oppose almost to a man." In his 
report of 1855 he says : ** When misconduct is reported 
to the commissioners, they, with the sanction of your 
honorable body, can remove the guilty parties, and pre- 
vent them from again becoming members of the depart- 
ment ; but there their power ends. The miscreants who 
have been removed can, and many of them do, unite 
witl^ the runners, and create disturbances between 
companies. A case of this kind occurred recently. 
A company complained of being attacked by another 
company. On investigation it was ascertained that the 
persons committing the assault had been before ex- 
pelled for an offence of a similar nature. The aggrieved 
parties had them arrested, but by giving security in a 
nominal sum they were liberated by the judge. 

" It generally occurs that these rowdies have too much 
political influence to receive their just deserts from our 
courts of justice. I would suggest that application be 
made to the Legislature to clothe the fire commissioners 
with full judicial powers, to be used by them only in 
cases of attack, or when others interfere with the fire- 
men while in the discharge of their duty." In the report 
of 1856, he says : *' Rowdies have for a long time re- 
mained quiet,* and I had hoped that the department 
would not again be molested by them j but, of late, 
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three instances have occurred. In one case, Engine 
Company No. 41 was proceeding at great speed to a 
fire, when they were attacked by these miscreants with 
clubs, slung-shots, and stones. Several members of the 
company were knocked down, and one of tliom was run 
over by the engine, and maimed for life. Another case 
-was that of Hose Co. No. 15, who were attacked while 
attending to their duty. The members were driven 
away, and the carriage upset into the street. The third 
is of a gang of these rowdies making an attack upon 
the engine-house of No. 32. Some means should be de- 
vised whereby the firemen may be able to perform their 
duty without incurring the danger of having their limbs 
broken, or their lives jeopardized, by these desperadoes. 
It is useless to look to the police justices for the renledy. 
They bare not apply it, the political influence of 
these villains is so great." The facts exhibited in the 
three annual reports of the chief engineer of the fire 
department of the largest city in the Union, are known 
to be the same in the lesser cities ; and in no city have 
we yet learned that any serious difficulties have 
occurred from the bad conduct of the regular mem- 
bers of the fire department ; but, on the other hand, 
we have found that the general facts throughout 
the land are that the rivalry of different companies 
has been confined to noble and honorable competition, 
a strife to excel, and to see which shall soonest and most 
effectively aid in extinguishing fires, and in orderly and 
gentlemanly conduct, and a due regard to the rules and 
discipline of the fire department. 

If a disturbance occurs at a fire, the first rumor is 
that it i^ a fight among the firemen j if of any consid- 
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erable consequence, it is paraded from one end of the 
Union to the other by means of the press, often without 
investigation, and the entire body suffers the conse- 
quence. We venture to say, and shall endeavor to 
show by statistics gathered from all sections of the 
country, that ninety per cent, of the disturbances and 
riots attributed to the firemen have originated with row- 
dies, and are not to be accredited to this organization. 
It is a singular fact that persons, who would not do 
wrong wilfully, will encourage and sustain, by ill-timed 
and > ill-judged remarks, unfounded censure of a body 
of meft, upon whom they rely for the protection of their 
lives and property. Let such persons take their turn, 
in freezing weather, with a north-easter, and take the 
leading hose up three stories, or on the brakes, or 
inside in the heat and smoke, and such persons will, 
I think, be more charitable and less censorious; and, 
instead of speaking ill of the firemen, will be surprised 
that men can be found so self-sacrificing as to leave 
their homes and families to encounter such perils and 
jeopardize the greatest blessing of life, their health, in 
their devotion to duty. 

FIRES IN NEW YORK CITY. 

Dec. 16th, 1835. Destructive Conflagration. — 
Since the conflagration of Moscow, no calamity by fire, 
so extensive and so terrible, has befallen any city in the 
world, up to the year 1835, as that which took place in 
New York December 16th, 1835. The fire broke out 
in Merchant-street, in the triangular block formed by 
Wall, William, and Pearl streets, at about nine o'clock 
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Hanover Square ; Pearl-street — both sides, from Wall- 
street to Coeuties Slip ; Stone-street — both sides, from 
Hanover Square to the head of Coenties Slip ; Ex- 
change-street — from Pearl to Broad-street ; Water- 
street — from Coffee-house Slip to Coenties Shp; 
Front-street — both sides, from Coffee-house Slip to 
Coenties Slip ; South-street — both sides, from Coffee- 
house Slip^to Coenties Slip ; south side of Coffee-house 
Slip from Pearl to East River street ; Old Slip — both 
sides, from Pearl to East River street. Coenties Slip — 
north side, from Pearl to East River street ; Jones's 
Lane, Governeur's Lane, Cuyler's Alley, and a part of 
Milk-street. In all seventeen blocks of buildings, of the 
largest and most costly description, were totally de- 
stroyed. 

Those who are acquainted with New York wilh see 
that the seat of its greatest commercial transactions 
was almost entirely destroyed. It is not likely that the 
destruction of any given section of any other city in 
the world, of equal extent, would have involved a 
greater de'struction of capital, or ruined the fortunes 
of a larger number of men. The destruction of goods 
of every description was immense. Before the gun- 
powder was used in blowing up buildings, there were 
mdny loud reports from explosions of powder and casks 
of spirits. During the entire night the scene was one 
of awfttl terror and indescribable grandeur. The 
drought of the season had contributed to the combus- 
tibility of the material, and the rapidity with which 
house after house, range after range of buildings, was 
wrapped in flames was astonishing. The wind being 
high, large flakes of fire were born whirling aloft 



THE FIREMAN. 48 

through the dark vault of heaven with fearful splendor. 
From the direction of the wind the city of Brookljm 
was in great danger,' and the brands of fire were carried 
as far as Flatbush, on Long Island. The buildings in 
Exchange Place having taken fire, the flames soon com- 
municated to the Merchants* Exchange, which had been 
supposed to be secure from the fire, and where a large 
amount of goods had been deposited for safety. Before 
they could be removed, or the tenants of the building re- 
move their private property, the fire had reached the roof, 
which, falling in, carried with it the east side of the 
building. The splendid dome of the Exchange, after 
sending up volumes of flames for half an hour to an 
immense height, fell in with a tremendous crash, bury- 
ing the elegant statue of Hamilton in the ruins. At 
this time the fire on Pearl-street had reached Hanover 
Square, which large space of ground was covered with 
goods, and so rapidly did the fire spread on both sides 
of the square that in a short time the goods were all 
consumed. Dr. Matthews' church, which had been 
made a depository for goods in the early part of the 
fire, was entirely destroyed, leaving nothing but the 
bare walls. The amount of property destroyed, not by 
fire but in the confusion and hurry, was very great. 

It was lamentable to see the piles of costly furni- 
ture broken and heaped up like wasteless rubbish; rich 
merchandise, silks, satins, broadcloths, and every spe- 
cies of fancy goods, trampled under feet, packages half 
burnt, boxes of cutlery burst open and their con- 
tents scattered about on the ground. Carmen and 
porters were heaping goods upon carts, barrows, and 
omnibuses. The Battery and Bowling Green were 
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thickly covered with piles of goods, some in boxes, 
others just as they were snatched from the shelves. 
Marines with fixed bayonets patrolled, among thede 
heaps of goods to protect them from thieves All eyes 
were fixed' upon the vast volumes of dense black smoke 
rolling away before the wind ; flames darting and roar- 
ing from the roofs and windows of whole blocks, walls 
tumbling to the ground, and the firemen worn out by 
their exertions, and almost discouraged from further 
efibrts, and vainly striving against the fire, which 
seemed to mock all human skill and power. In all 
this dreadful destruction of property the shipping did 
not sustain any material injury. For fifteen hours 
New York was in flames, and a large section, and that 
the oldest and most wealthy, was laid in ashes. Six 
hundred buildings were entirely destroyed, and great 
numbers badly damaged. Loss was estimated at 
$17,000,000. 

July 19th, 1836. — Large Fire. About four o'clock 
on the morning of the 19th, a fire was discovered in the 
large four-story brick building, 117 Nassau-street, be- 
longing to the American Bible Society, and used asL 
their printing establishment by Daniel Fanshaw. There 
were nineteen power-presses in the building, together 
with type, which were destroyed, or badly damaged, 
with the building. Loss $140,000. 

Sept. 29th. — Great Fire. At about three o'clock 
in the morning fire was discovered in a brick building 
in the rear of Guppy's large sugar-house, on Duane- 
street. In a short time the flames communicated to 
the sugar-house, which, in the course of a few hours, 
was entirely destroyed with its contents. Loss $150,- 
000. 
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Nov. 25th, 1836. At ten o'clock, on the evening of 
the 25th ult., fire broke out in a five-story brick build- 
log on Fulton-street. The building and contents a total 
loss. Loss $40,000. 

April 29tb, 1837. A fire broke out between six and 
seven o'clock, on the evening of the 29th, in the loft of 
a four-story building, 270 Pearl-street. Entirely de- 
stroyed. Loss $30,000. 

August 1st, 1838. — Great Fire. A fire broke out 
in the soap-factory of Baurmeister & Scheplin, situated 
in the rear of 160 Hammond-street, and, before the prog- 
ress of the flames could.be checked, a large portion 
of the block of buildings bounded by Hammond, Wash- 
ington, Perry, and West streets, was destroyed. A very 
large number of families were by this calamity deprived 
of their homes, and turned out upon the world with but 
little more property in possession than they carried 
upon their backs. By this fire fifty buildings were 
destroyed. Loss not known. 

July 25th, 1839. A fire broke out in a paint-shop 
attached to a wheelwright's shop on Sixteenth-street, be- 
tween Ninth and Tenth Avenues, owned and occupied 
by Mr. Martin, which with the contents was entirely 
destroyed. The fire communicated to the next build- 
ing, on Sixteenth-street, and to the rear of a range of 
buildings on Tenth Avenue, between Sixteenth and 
Seventeenth streets, all of which were burned. Loss 
$30,000. 

Sept. 23d, 1839. — Destructive Fire. One of the 
most destructive fires that have occurred in this city 
since 1835, broke out on the afternoon of the 23d. The 
volumes of smoke rolling over the city, and the general 
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alarm created, soon spread the news of its locality, 
which, we may say, every one of our citizens heard 
with regret, was in the National Theatre. The great 
combustibility of the material in the building explains 
the rapidity with which the fire marched on in its 
course. Before six o'clock, p. m., or a little more than an 
hour from the outbursting of the flames from the roof of 
the theatre, the fire had communicated to the French 
and African churches, and in a short time they were 
both destroyed. The flames and the large cinders of live 
coals, which were whirling in every direction through 
the smoky air, had reached, and set fire to the high 
roof of the Dutch Reformed Church, and in a few min- 
utes that building was in flames, and was completely 
destroyed. The confusion and chaos created around 
were terrible. The clamor of trumpets and voices ; the 
steady working of the engines; the moving masses; 
the expressions of terror; the screaming of wonien; 
and the "helter-skelter" passage of every soft of furni- 
ture, borne off by hands, or heaped up in the streets ; 
Bibles, prayer-books, altar-ornaments, and the sacred 
chalice, mingled up with gorgeous theatric costumes 
and tomes of Shakspeare ; gewgaws, of a more ambig- 
uous character, thrown from houses of ill-fame, on fire 
or threatened, in the vicinity; the troops of actors, the 
retinue of supernumeraries and scene-shifters, running to 
and fro, mingled with the cry of the colored population, 
of French citizens, and our own people, looking imutter- 
able despair on the combined havoc of all that was dear 
to tliem as the source of their livelihood, or upon the 
temple where they worshipped ; — all these scenes beggar 
description, but were fearful realities then. The whole 
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spectacle, in fact, the blending of things sacred and pro- 
fane below, heightened by the sea of flames and smoke 
above, presented a lively tableau of serio-grotesqne It 
was sublime in character, and impressive ; it was also 
novel and terrific. Estimated loss $400,000. 

A large fire occurred Oct. 6th, 1839. The fire broke 
out at one o'clock, a. m., in the fnr store of L. I). Ilad- 
ley & Co., No. 189 Water-street. The wind was blowing 
fresh at the time, and the raging element swept far and 
wide, through Water-street and Burling Slip, Pearl, 
and Fletcher streets. The entire block on Water, Ful- 
ton, Pearl streets, and Burling Slip, was entirely de- 
stroyed. On Water-street, from No. 162 to No. 198 
was burned; on Front-street, from No. 184 to No. 198 
was destroyed; on Burling Slip, Nos. 15 and 17; on 
Fulton-street, Nos. 20 and 22 ; on Fletcher-street, Nos. 
20 and 22. Loss $1,000,000. 

An extensive fire took place Jan. 30th, 1810, in 
which one hundred and twenty thousand chests of tea 
were destroyed. For a few months past, one calamity 
had followed another in such quick succession, that we 
had hardly recovered from the effects of one, ere the 
report of its successor swelled in mournful cadence on 
the ear. It seemed as though the destroying angel liad 
been sent abroad upon his message of woe. Within 
four or five days it had been our lot to record no less 
than three exceedingly destructive fires, — in Wilming- 
ton, N. C, in Binghampton, N. Y., and the following in 
New York City : 

This fire broke out at three o'clock, a. m., in the large 
tea-warehouse of Thomas H. Smith, which, with its 
contents, was destroyed. The extensive store of J. J. 
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Hix, and the four-story brick building No. 164 South- 
street, with the adjoining buildings, were entirely con- 
sumed. Our citizens were lulled to repose by the fire 
Laving been subdued, as was supposed; but at three 
o'clock it broke out in the roof of Smith's store, and an 
immense loss of property ensued. 

This great store, covering fifty by two hundred 
feet, was soon in ashes. Three stores between this 
building and Front-street soon followed ; also two 
stores on South-street. The next building, on Front, and 
cornering on Dover streets, and the buildings on South- 
street, from No. 162 to No. 167, were, entirely con- 
sumed, and others were slightly damaged. The five 
adjoining stores with their contents were destroyed. 
Loss .$1,000,000. 

May 9th, 1841. — Large Fire. Soon after midnight 
the four-story store 146 Pearl-street was discovered to 
be on fire. In a few minutes the flames burst out of 
the roof and rear, where there was an open area which 
gave the fire access to stores Nos. 112 and 114 Water- 
street, which, with their contents, were"^ destroyed. 
Stores Nos. 143, 144, and 146, on Pearl-street, were also 
burned with their contents. The fire had made such 
headway, when discovered, that nothing but the thor- 
ough manner in which the stores were built prevented 
a large conflagration. The ground upon which these 
stores were built was burned over by the large fire of 
1835. Loss $400,000. 

May 29th, 1841. — Destructive Fire. A fire was 
discovered in the National Theatre, about seven o'clock 
in the morning, and it had progressed so far that it was 
out of human power to put it out. In less than one 
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June 8th, 1843. A fire broke out in buildings Nos. 
43 and 45 Broad-street, which were destroyed with their 
contents. Loss $30,000. 

May 31st, 1845. — Great Fire. A fire was discov- 
ered in the stables of Peters <fc Palmer, in Eighteenth- 
street, which were entirely consumed, with twenty 
horses. From thence the fire spread to a range of 
twelve two-story houses on Eighteenth-street to Sixth 
Avenue, with the exception of two or three two-story 
brick houses on the corner of Sixth Avenue, and, cross- 
ing into Nineteenth-street, destroyed about a dozen 
dwellings on the south side, and five or six on the 
north side, besides the roofs of six or eight brick dwell- 
ings ; and thence through to Twentieth-street, destroy- 
ing a large number of dwellings, nearly the whole of 
which were occupied by poor families, some of whom 
had lost their all. The number of persons who were 
burned out was not less than four hundred. One hun- 
dred buildings were destroyed. Loss $100,000. 

July 10th. A fire broke out in a baker's shop on 
Twentieth-street, which destroyed fourteen buildings. 
The fire burned fiercely for an hour and a half. Loss 
$30,000. 

July 19th, 1845. — Awful Conflagration and Ex- 
plosion. One of the most terrific fires that ever 
occurred in this city, broke out this morning, about 
three o'clock, in a packing-box-maker's shop on New- 
street, the flames from which communicated to an 
adjoining warehouse, containing saltpetre, which ex- 
ploded, with three terrific shocks, at quarter before four 
o'clock, carrying away the building and two other 
warehouse^ in the vicinity, spreading death in every 
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direction among the firemen on the groand. Some of 
the fire-engines near the building were shivered to 
atoms. The three explosions were accompanied by 
shocks resembling earthquakes, and so powerful as to 
shatter windows within a circuit of a mile. The doors 
of the American Exchange Bank, in Wall-street, were 
burst open with a loud crash. The City Bank doors were 
also burst through, as were the doors of warehouses 
and buildings in the vicinity. Massive iron doors and 
window-shutters were bent and twisted in every direc- 
tion. The explosion not only carried away three build- 
ings, and shattered doors and windows, but it hurled 
flames and burning timbers into the adjoining ware- 
houses, which caused the fire to rage with intense fury. 
The buildings which stood upon the following streets 
were laid in ashes : New-street — both sides — from 
Wall-street to Exchange Place, and from thence to Cea- 
ver-street. Thirty or forty valuable stores with their 
contents were destroyed. On Broadway, the splendid 
hotel known as the Waverley House, with twelve ware- 
houses; Broad-street — both sides, from Wall-street to 
Exchange Place, and from thence to Beaver-street ; 
Exchange Place — from Broadway to Broad-street, and 
from Broad toWiUiam street; silk warehouses and dry 
goods stores were destroyed, forty buildings in all. In 
Beaver-street a few buildings were on fire, and the fire- 
men worked with the greatest energy to save them. 
That they succeeded was almost a miracle, for they 
were already fatigued, and the morning was liot and 
sultry. The firemen deserved great praise for their 
successful efforts thus far. The fire was subdued 
on Broad, Beaver, Broadway, and New streets. But 
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the Stores in Exchange Place continued to fall, one after 
another. 

Eight o'clock. — The fire in the rear of the Mechan- 
ics' Bank had been extinguished, but it appeared to be 
extending rapidly towards Hanover Square and Pearl- 
street. It had crossed Broadway, and seemed to spread 
towards Greenwich-street; but the firemen were suc- 
cessful in checking it in that direction. We quote from 
the record of the day : 

*^Sunday morning, July 20th, ten o'clock. — The 
large granite warehouse of Robert Ray was destroyed, 
with three four-story buildings on the corner of Morris- 
street, belonging to G. G. Rowland. 

** Eleven o'clock. — The mayor has issued the fol- 
lowing proclamation : 

" * General Sandford is hereby requested forthwith to 
order out a company of horse, and such other force as 
he may deem necessary, to protect the property of our 
citizens. All persons are requested to render assistance 
in this great public calamity. 

" * W. F. Havemeyer, Mayor.' 

" Col. Bankhead sent over a detachment of marines 
from Governor's Island. 

'* Twelve o'clock. — AH of the buildings on Market- 
field-street, on both sides, are burnt. The houses on 
the north side of Stone-street to Whitehall-street were 
destroyed.'' 

The loss by this fire was greater than all the fires 
since 1835. JNot less than two hundred buildings were 
destroyed. 

The loss of life was great ; not less than thirty of 
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the firemen were killed. Loss was estimated at not less 
than $5^000,000. 

Nov. 12th, 1845. A fire was discovered in the store 
No. 21 Cedar-street, and before the engines arrived it 
had extended to No. 25 in the same street. The fire 
would probably have been arrested before mnch dam- 
age was done, but for an explosion which took place, 
caused by the ignition of some varnish in the third 
story of No. 27. The force of the explosion was so 
great that it threw down the chimneys and portions 
of the wall, injuring several of the firemen. Soon 
after the explosion, the two buildings were in one sheet 
of flame, and in a short time entirely consumed with 
their contents. Loss $66,000. 

April 24th, 1846. A fire broke out in a block of 
buildings on the corner of Clay and Pike streets, which 
were destroyed with their contents, consisting of nine 
hundred bales of cotton, four hundred hogsheads of 
sugar, and eight hundred and fifty chests of tea. 
Estimated loss $76,000. 

July 10th, 1846. A fire broke out in the piano- 
forte manufactory of Stodart <fc Dunham, at the corner 
of Thirteenth street and Irving Place. Four build- 
ings were entirely destroyed with their contents. There 
was in the buildings at the time a large amount of 
unfinished work, upon which the workmen could not 
receive their pay till it was completed. This was 
entirely destroyed^ with all the tools belonging to the 
workmen. Estimated loss* $60,000. 

Sept. 18lh, 1846. — Buknixg of Niblo's Theatre. 
A fire broke out in the theatre about four o'clock, 
A. M. The flames spread rapidly, and, in a short time, 

6* 
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not only the theatre, but the adjoining buildings were 
enveloped in one sheet of flame. The theatre and No. 
592 Broadway, with several other buildings, were in 
two or three hours completely destroyed. The heat 
from the fire was so intense that the firemen could not 
approach within several rods of the building. Estimated 
loss $60,000. 

Sept. 28th, 1846. A fire was discovered in the 
crockery- ware store of Wetmore <fc Co., No. 85 Water- 
street. This building with its contents was destroyed. 
Estimated loss $30,000. 

May 24th, 1847. A fire broke out in Croton Mills, on 
Cherry-street. The mills were destroyed, with six 
dwelling houses. Loss $50,000. 

May 24th, 1847. A fire broke out in the Paterson 
Print Works, which destroyed the building and con- 
tents. Loss $40,000. 

May 25lh, 1847. A fire broke out in the machine- 
shop of W. Bradlee and Brothers. The building was 
totally destroyed, and the machinery badly damaged. 
Loss $30,000. 

August 20th, 1847. A fire commenced in a cooper's 
shop, situated at 321 Front-street. It spread very 
rapidly, and, in a short time, had burned through to 
W^ater-street. The following buildings were totally 
destroyed : On Front-street, Nos. 315, 317, 319, 321, 
323, 325 ; on Water-street, Nos. 539, 541, 543, 545, 547, 
549, and 551. Loss $100,000. 

August 29th, 1847. A fire broke out on the corner 
of Ann and Nassau streets, which destroyed seven 
buildings and their contents. Loss $55,000. 

January 22d, 1848. A fire broke out in the brick 
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church on the square formed by Chester, Elizabeth 
and Walker streets. Three houses on Elizabeth-street, 
and six on Bowery-street, were totally destroyed. Loss 
$35,000. 

March 12th, 1848. The stables of the Harlem Rail- 
road Company were set on fire. Fifty-seven horses 
were burned with the stables. Loss $2v},000. 

From March 11th to March 18th there were ten 
fires, and no less than eighty-one horses burned to 
death. 

April 2d, 1848. A fire broke out in the sugar-refinery 
of Harris & Co., on Duane-street. The building was 
six stories high, and was entirely destroyed with the 
contents. Two persons were killed by the falling walls. 
Loss 180,000. 

April 18th, 1848. A fire broke out in a cabinet- 
maker's shop on Wooster-street. The fire soon com- 
municated to the adjoining buildings, destroying twelve 
in all before the flames could be got under. Loss 
$175,000. 

May 26th, 1848. A fire broke out in the large stables 
of Kipp & Brown, on the corner of Ninth Avenue and 
Twenty-sixth-street. The fire destroyed twenty-seven 
stages, one hundred and thirty horses, a large number 
of swine, thirty-four hundred bushels of grain, and 
forty tons of hay. Loss $80,000. 

Dec. 22d, 1849. A fire was discovered in the eighth 
story of Woolsey's sugar-refinery. Owing to the com- 
bustibility of the material the fire spread with great 
rapidity. The tanks were cut, and a flood of water 
poured upon the fire, but without avail. The fire con- 
tinued to spread from story to story, in spite of the 
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exertions of the firemen, and in a short time there was 
nothing left but the ruins. Mr. Piatt, the superintend- 
ent of the works, seized the hose and played upon the 
fire till his hands and face were so badly burned that 
he fell insensible to the floor, and was dragged'out by 
some of his friends. Loss $600,000. 

April 24th, 1850. A fire broke out in building No. 
32 Front-street. The flames soon communicated to the 
provision-store of Darling & Co., No. 33 Water-street. 
Three buildings were destroyed with their contents, and 
several others damaged. Loss $100,000. 

May 25th, 1850. A fire broke out in a liquor-store, 
No. 3 Front-street. The explosions of liquors prevented 
the working of the firemen. An explosion took place, 
which blew the roof off, and shattered the walls. They 
fell, crushing two buildings and injuring several of the 
firemen. Loss $70,000. 

April llth, 1851. A large five-story brick building, 
No. 180 Broadway, took fire at midnight, and burned 
with great fierceness until the walls fell, which crushed 
five two-story buildings on Broadway and John-street. 
Loss by this fire was $27,000 on buildings, and $138,- 
500 on stock. 

September 20th, 1851. A fire occurred in Mangine, 
Broome, and Tompkins streets. It destroyed eight two- 
story frame dwellings, a blac^ksmith's shop, a carpenter's 
shop, and a stable, besides a large quantity of lumber. 
The loss by this fire was comparatively small, owing 
to the houses being built of wood, and mostly dwellings. 
Loss $16,000 on buildings, and $10,000 in stock and 
furniture. 

December 27th, 1851. In Bowery and Division 
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Streets fifteen small buildings were destroyed by fire, 
and the roof of CroR)n Hall damaged. Loss on build- 
ings $23,000 ; stock $50,000. 

January 28th, 1852. In Mason and Liberty streets a 
four-story brick building, fifty by one hundred feet, 
was destroyed. This was one of the hottest fires ever 
known in this city. The fire was confined to the 
building. Loss on building $28,000; stock $213,000. 

March 27th, 1852. A five-story brick building, fifty 
by one hundred feet, Nos. 5 and 7 Dey-street, was com- 
pletely destroyed with its contents. Loss on building 
$22,000 ; stock $398,000. 

May 17th, 1852. On Laight and Washington streets 
an eight-story brick sugar-refinery, Swift & Co. own- 
ers, was completely destroyed by fire. Some of the 
surrounding buildings were slightly damaged. The 
fire burst forth from every story, — being communi- 
cated by a wooden raceway leading up through 
the building, — before any alarm was given. Loss on 
building $35,000 ; stock $302,000. 

August 23d, 1852. A fire broke out in an oil and 
candle store. No. 54 Water-street, under the hotel 
known as the Pearl-street House, which was com- 
pletely destroyed, together with all the other stores under 
it. The fire broke out while the department were at 
work at another fire in the same district. Loss on 
building $70,000; stock $100,000. 

October 30th, 1853. On Fulton and Nassau streets, 
the five-story brown stone stores, known as Fowler's 
buildings, were destroyed by fire. Loss on buildings 
$25,000 ; stock $60,000. 

November 17th, 1853. Two large' fires occurred on 
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the same morning. The first was at the Empire Iron 
Works, Tvventy-fifth-street, near ^ast River, which 
caught fire at two o'clock ; the other was in Knox 
Buildings, at the foot of Jane-street, North River, at 
about three o'clock. Both of these localities were large 
factories, and in both alike buildings in the vicinity- 
were destroyed. Loss on buildings $60,000 ; stock 
$220,000. 

December 10th, 1853. Harper & Brothers' publish- 
ing house, and others, altogether about twelve buildings, 
were destroyed, and others damaged. This was the 
most extensive fire since July, 1845. Loss on buildings 
was estimated at $100,000; stock $1,000,000. 

March 5th, 1854. Nos. 10, 12, 14, and 16, Spruce- 
street, were totally destroyed. Loss on buildings 
$35,000 ; stock $30,000. 

May 9th, 1854. A number of frame buildings on 
Forsyth, near Bayard-street, were burnt, together with 
a soap and candle factory on Christie-street. Loss on 
buildings $15,000; stock $60,000. 

December 20th, 1854. Nos. 440 to 450 on Broadway 
destroyed, together with City Assembly Rooms, and 
other buildings, extending through to Crosby-street. 
Loss on buildings $50,000 ; stock $85,000. 

December 15th, 1855. Nos. 15, 17, and 19, Canal- 
street, steam saw-mill, and other manufacturing build- 
ings were destroyed. Loss on buildings $20,000; stock 
$25,000. 



CHAPTER III. 

THE CITY OF SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA. 

There is no city in the Union that has suffered so 
much from fires as San Francisco. Prom the day tlie 
city was first organized to the present time it has been 
a city of fires. Why is this? The question is easily 
answered. When San Francisco was first settled, it 
was peopled by different nations, and there was no 
system of established government whatever. When 
the vast fields of gold were discovered, there was 
great excitement throughout the entire country, and 
people flocked there, by hundreds, from every direction. 
Among those who emigrated were the gambler, the 
housebreaker, and notorious characters of every de- 
stription. The city became the receptacle of tlie off- 
scouring of Europe, and the harbor of refuge for the 
convict of Botany Bay. What was the result of all 
this 7 Why, that crime of every description increased 
without a parallel in history. Men were murdered as 
they passed from their places of business to their homes. 
Buildings were set on fire, and, during the tumult 
and confusion, thefts were committed, houses broken 
into and ransacked. This state of things was deplor- 
able, and continued till forbearance ceased to be a 
virtue, and the citizens took matters into their own 
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hands, and at once organized for their own protection 
from these desperadoes. 

The first thing done was to organize a vigilance 
committee for the protection of their hves. This com- 
mittee organized themselves as a fire department for 
the protection of their property. Thus was the de- 
partment first formed to protect the lives of the citizens 
from desperadoes, and the city from fires. 

THE FIRE DEPARTMENT OF SAN FRANCISCO. 

The Fire Department of this city was organized in 
1847, and the first duty performed by them, as a vig- 
ilance committee and firemen, was t6 hang seven men 
for setting a building on fire, and murdering the 
inmates of another dwelling but a short distance off. 
The next duty was as firemen in the extinguish- 
ment of fires. The department is now one of the 
best in the United States, and consists of fourteen 
engine, and three hook-and-ladder companies. The 
companies are not limited as to the number of men 
allowed to each. The department is conducted upon 
the volunteer system, and the members elect all 
the officers of the department, from those of the 
companies to the board of engineers. The board of 
engineers consists of, a chief engineer and three assist- 
ants. The members of the companies use discretion in 
the selection of oflicers, and are careful to elect those 
who are good firemen and command respect from the 
citizens as well as the firemen. 

In San Francisco the first men of the city are con- 
nected with the department, and they do not feel them- 
selves degraded by being firemen. For, notwithstanding 
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the prejudice which exists in some cities against the 
firemen, there are some men, and always will be, who 
are willing to acknowledge the obligations they owe to 
them. If there is a city in the United States that is 
indebted to the firemen for safety and protection from 
fires, it is San Francisco. Within the short space 
of seven years, six times San Francisco has been laid 
in ashes ; and within the short space of six months, 
thousands of her citizens were rendered houseless, 
her merchants beggars, and twenty-five million dollars' 
woBth of property destroyed by fire. How much, then, 
do her citizens need firemen for their protection ! It 
is their duty to treat them with civility ; to take them 
by the hand and raise them to their proper sphere and 
standing in society. 

Great Fire in San Francisco, Cal. The first large 
fire here, of which we have any account, occurred on 
the 24th of December, 1849. It broke out in Den- 
nison's Exchange, at five a. m. From this point it 
spread northward ; and, from the corner of Wash- 
ington and Kearney streets, proceeded in a north-east 
direction down Washington-street, taking in its course 
the Merchant's Exchange and Pollard & Co.'s store. 
It soon communicated with the Parker House, adjoin- 
ing the Exchange. The San Francisco Restaurant 
was consumed, with the Exchange. The large crock- 
ery-ware store of Hews, Noel & Henshaw, then look 
fire, and, notwithstanding the exertions of the fire- 
men to save it from destruction, in one half hour 
there was nothing left but the ruins. On the south 
side the firemen had not been idle. Powder had 
been collected, and a train laid in the new store of A. B. 

6 
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Ayers, in the rear of the El Dorado House, which was 
now on fire-, and, during the burning of this building, 
the train of powder was fired and the store demolished. 
By this fire a great many persons were rendered house- 
less. This was the first fire of note in San Francisco. 
A large part of the business portion of the city was laid 
in ashes. Loss estimated at $1,500,000. 

A large fire occurred at San Francisco on Saturday 
morning, May 4th, 1850. The whole population of the 
city were aroused by the alarm. The U. S. Hotel in 
Portsmouth Square was discovered to be on fire. -By 
the time the people had reached the streets, the flames 
had spread to the adjoining stores on either side of the 
hotel. There was but little wind, yet, Trom the combus- 
tible materials, the fire spread to the El Dorado on one 
side, and Delmonico's on the other. The Vandalia, 
opposite the El Dorado, was soon wrapped in flames ; 
from thence along Kearney and Washington streets. 
At the same time the fire was spreading down Clay- 
street, — house after house falling almost as soon as 
touched by the flames, until every building in the 
entire block was destroyed between Clay, Washington, 
and Kearney streets to Montgomery-street. In the 
mean time destruction equally as great was going on 
along Kearney-street, and that portion of Washington- 
street opposite the square. Finding that the only way 
to stop the fire was to pull down the buildings, every 
building on Dupont-street, from Washington to Jackson 
streets, was destroyed ; and the block below, towards 
the bay, fared but little better, as only seven houses 
were left in the block. The amount of property de- 
stroyed was not less than $3,000,000. 
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July 14th, 1850. — Great Fire at San Francisco. 
This fire originated in the kitchen of the Sacramento 
House, and spread with great rapidity. When the 
department arrived at the scene of conflagration the 
flames were roaring in an immense vohime from the 
direction of Sacramento-street toward Clay and Mont- 
gomery streets. Here a determined stand against the 
fire was made, but without avail. The flames spread 
to the north side, and extended as far as Nogle's unfin- 
ished buildings in Sacramento-street. The banking- 
house of James King, of Williams-street, was torn down 
to arrest the fire at this point. In the mean time, the 
wind carried the flames down, with irresistible fury, to 
the water's edge. It swept in its course every block of 
buildings, from Clay-street on the north to the north 
side of California-street ; and from Kearney-street, with 
but few exceptions, to the water's edge. Loss estimated 
at $5,000,000. 

Oct. 1st, 1850. A fire again occurred in San Fran- 
cisco, by which one hundred and fifty buildings were 
burned. It broke out in a house on Jackson-street, be- 
tween Kearney and Diipont streets, and extended a con- 
siderable distance towards Portsmouth Square. The 
buildings being constructed of wood, it spread rapidly, 
owing to the want of water. The fire was cut off 
towards Montgomery-street by the blowing up of a 
building with powder. The most valuable part of the 
city was thus saved. It is thought great destruction 
of property might have been prevented if there had 
been an engineer present able to direct operations. 
The fire was the work of incendiaries, and several 
arrests were made. The office of the Pacific News 
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was entirely destroyed, and that of the Plcayujte badly 
damaged. Loss estimated at $500,000. 

Oct. 31st, 1850. -r- Destruction^ of the City Hospital, 
San Francisco. At half past three o'clock, A. M., fire 
was discovered in the cellar of a house on the corner of 
Clay and Prospect streets. It soon reached the City 
Hospital, which was destroyed. At the time of the 
fire there were one hundred and fifty patients in the 
Hospital, all of whom were removed in safety. Loss 
not less than $60,000. 

Dec. 15th, 1850. Another great fire took place in 
San Francisco. We quote from an account: "About 
half past eight o'clock, last evening, our city was 
shocked again by that terrible cry, which, most espe- 
cially in this city, carries with it so much fear and ter- 
ror, the cry of * Fire ! ' It broke out in the new 
store of Cook Brothers & Co., near the foot of Sacra- 
mento-street. For a time the whole vicinity was in 
great danger, the buildings being constructed of wood. 
The firemen, who were on the ground early, succeeded, 
by almost superhuman labor, in arresting the flames 
before they could lay whole squares in ruins as hereto- 
fore.'* Loss not less than $100,000. 

The city of San Francisco seems to be a doomed 
city. It has been more like an unorganized settlement, 
without penal laws, than a civilized community. They 
have there the scum of the lazar-houses of Europe 
and Australia. There are regularly-formed gangs of 
desperadoes, who would as readily burn the city, mur- 
der, rob and steal, as eat. The city seems almost at 
the mercy of ruffians and robbers. 

March 5 th, 1851. — Large Fire in San Francisco. 
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Steamer Santa Clara was set on fire, and burnt, 
together with the Steamer Hartford. Another fire 
broke out at the same time in Bryant Place, and ex- 
tended along Sanson-street. Loss $150,0(H). 

This was also the work of incendiaries, who took 
advantage of the confusion to rob and steal. 

May 3d, 1851. — San Francisco laid in A^hes. 
This was probably the most disastrous fire that ever 
occurred in the U. States. It commenced in tlie paint- 
shop of Baker Meserve, on the west side of Portsmouth 
Square, and in five minutes the whole building was in 
flames, which spread with incredible rapidity to tlie 
American House, which, with Messrs. Rose's furniture 
store, was on fire before the engines arrived on the 
spot. The buildings being constructed of wood, and 
extremely combustible, the fire had full sway; and the 
firemen were compelled to fly before the flames in all 
directions except the north. Here the flames were 
arrested before. they had reached Dupont-street. The 
three blocks between Dupont and Kearney streets were 
reduced to ashes. Besides these there were thirteen 
blocks of buildings burned. It has been estimated 
that not less than two thousand five hundred build- 
ings were destroyed; and fifteen million dollars would 
not replace the property destroyed. It is suflTicient 
to say, that more than three fourths of the city were 
nothing but smouldering ruins. Iron and zinc curled 
up like scorched leaves, and sent forth their brilliant 
flames of green, blue and yellow tints, mingling with 
the great red tongues of fire which flashed upwards 
from a thousand burning buildings. The hills were 
lighted up as if the sun was above the eastern moun- 
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tain-tops, and trees, shrubs, herbage, and houses, 
were as distinguishable in the bright Ught as at noon- 
day. Darkness hung over a large portion of the 
shipping where the broad and heavy smoke lay. 
People became paralyzed. Every few minutes the 
earth and air trembled, as great buildings were torn 
into fragments by explosions of gunpowder; and the 
air was filled with shattered timber, bricks, and mor- 
tar. The multitude hung, as it were, upon the borders 
of this vast sea of flames. Few comparatively knew, 
or could know, what were the dangers and exertions of 
those who were within the range of the stifling and 
scorching flames. In less than nine hours from the 
beginning, more than twenty squares existed only in 
memory and the ascending volumes of smoke and 
flames which covered the site of the city. But the 
saddest sight of all was the destruction of brave but 
bewildered men, who, finding themselves suddenly sur- 
rounded by fire, rushed staggering and uncertain from 
flame to flame, in hopeless efibrts to escape, until, 
strangled and scorched, they writhed and fell in view 
of hundreds who were completely powerless to save 
them. What a sad spectacle it was to look upon, 
the blackened remains of poor humanity, as they lay 
where they were burned by the fire which had destroyed 
the city ! Loss estimated at $17,000,000. 

There was another large and disastrous fire at 
San Francisco on the 22d of June, 1851. It broke out 
on the north side of Pacific-street, near Powell-street, 
at ten o'clock, p.m., and spread with great rapidity 
from Powell-street down Pacific-street, through to 
Broadway, and then crossed to Stockton-street. In 
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one half hour's time the flames had crossed Stanton, 
Broadway, Pacific, and Jackson streets; and all was 
burned on Broadway as far as Kearney-street. On 
Pacific-street the buildings were burned as far as 
Ohio- street, including the City Hall and Hospital. On 
Jackson-street everything was burned as far as Mont- 
gomery-street ; also some houses on Stockton-street 
The fire extended on Washington-street to the Baptist 
Church ; from thence along Dupont-street, taking the 
Jackson House in its course. The California Restaurant 
and California Express Office were blown up, but did 
not stop the fire in that direction. It extended down 
Washington to Sanson-street, stopping on the south side 
of Burgoyne-street. On Montgomery-street the east 
and west sides were destroyed from Pacific-street. The 
fire crossed over to the new Theatre, which was 
entirely destroyed. It then spread to Merchant-street, 
and from thence to Clay-street, on the north side, 
below the California Exchange. *From this place it ex- 
tended to a brick building on the north side, occupied 
by Tallant & Wilde, corner of Montgomery-street. An 
immense quantity of goods, which were removed to the 
plaza, caught fire, and were destroyed. The patients in 
the City Hospital, numbering ninety, were removed in 
safety. The prisoners in the City Jail were taken to 
the County Jail. Charles S. Lyons was burned to 
death ; also Mr. Back, of the firm of Back, Burnett & 
Co. Three hundred buildings were destroyed by this 
fire. Loss estimated at $3,000,0{)0. 

Nov. Mill, 1852. — Anothkr Fire at San Francisco. 
This fire commenced on the corner of Merchant and 
Kearney streets, and spread down Kearney-street to the 
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department, and, like all others on the same plan, is very 
efficient. The firemen elect their engineers by ballot, 
without the interference of the city government ; they 
also have the privilege of electing the officers of the 
different companies. The department is under the con- 
trol of the Board of Engineers, which is composed of 
a chief and two assistant engineers. 

Each company makes such laws as it thinks are 
best for the welfare of the company, and such as will 
insure discipline and harmony in the rank and file of 
the department. The members are careful in their 
selection of officers, taking pains to select such as are 
best qualified for the office to which they elect them. 
By electing men for their leaders who have sound sense 
and stability of character, — men who have a mind of 
their own, and can discriminate between right and 
wrong, and act accordingly, — they give character to the 
whole department ; and they are respected and esteemed 
by all, whether firemen or civilians. The city of Sacra- 
mento has suffered much from large fires. One of the 
largest and most destructive fires that ever occurred in 
the United States was in this city. Three times has 
the city been laid in ashes by the devouring element, 
and the amount of property destroyed has been im- 
mense. 

Nov. 10th, 1852. — Awful Conflagration. The 
City of Sacramento in Ruins. The fire broke out 
ill a milliner's shop, aoout eleven o'clock, p. m., on 
J-street, and with astounding rapidity the flames spread 
from building to building. In less than one hour the 
Crescent Hotel was in flames ; the hardware store of 
Ha worth & Co., and the adjoining buildings, were soon 
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burnt to the ground, and arrested the fire in that direc- 
tion. It extended up the street on both sides as far 
as Eighth-street, and on the west side, from Brown, 
Henry & Co.'s brick dwelling, which caught fire from 
the Crescent Hotel. There was nothing to stay its 
progress but the Overton block, on the corner of Third 
and J streets, on the one side, and Senter, Caldwell & 
Co.'s store on the other. At this time McCall & Co.'s 
building was on fire inside, and Overton block had 
caught on the roof. The burning of these buildings 
sealed the fate of all between them and the Levee. 
The fire now reached from Levee First-street to Tenth- 
street, presenting one sea of flame, crumbling every- 
thing to ashes. An attempt was made at this time to 
arrest the progress of the flames by blowing up one. or 
two buildings with powder, but it proved inefiectual. 
The wind heretofore had been blowing towards the 
Levee ; it increased to a gale, and changed to the north, 
thus blowing the fire broadside on to that part of the 
city, which was supposed to be safe from the fire, and 
in five minutes it had spread from M to J streets. At 
five o'clock, A. M., it had nearly ceased to burn ; the 
smouldering embers throwing huge clouds of smoke, 
and lurid flashes, which brought a feeling of desolation 
to the hearts of all who witnessed the sad sight 
There were not less than two thousand buildings de- 
stroyed. The whole city was one mass of ruins. Ten 
lives were lost in this conflagration. Loss estimated at 
$12,000,000. 

July 12, 1854. A f aper of this date says : *' Sacra- 
mento City has been the scene of another destructive 
fire. It broke out at eleven o'clock, a. m., in a block 
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bounded by Third, Fourth, and K streets. The fire 
spread with such rapidity that in a few hours no less 
than twelve blocks were in ashes. Many persons were 
left homeless and without shelter by this calamity." 
Two hundred buildings were burned. Loss .$5(M),00 ). 

April 16th, 1855. — Large Fire in Nevada. A large 
fire occurred in this place, by which sixteen houses were 
destroyed. 

April 21st, 1855L — Large Fire in Stockton. A 
fire broke out, on the morning of April 21, by which 
twenty-eight buildings were burned. Loss $150,(KX). 

March 12th, 1851. — The City of Nevada in Ashes. 
This fire broke out in the alley of Gates & Smith, on 
Cayota-street, about twelve o'clock, noon. From this 
piece the fire extended in all directions with great ra- 
pidity, and continued to rage till the best portion of the 
city was laid in ashes, — a high wind prevailing at the 
time, — and several lives were lost. Two hundred build- 
ings were destroyed. Over two thousand persons lost 
their all. The loss does not include the gold dust in 
possession of individuals, which it was impossible to 
save. Loss estimated at $1,200,000. 

Large Fire in Stockton. A fire broke out in the Ve- 
randa, which soon spread to the Arcade, destroying most 
of the business portion of the town. Loss not known. 

May 14th, 1851. — Stockton destroyed by Fire. 
The Merchants' Hotel was set on lire about twelve 
o'clock, noon. The fire soon spread to Montgomery's 
auction store; from thence up Levee-street to the III 
Dorado Hotel. The Dickinson House and all the 
buildings in these two central squares were burned. 
Prom thence th^ fire swept to the Central House, and 
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in three fourths of an hour the building was burned to 
the ground. All the mercantile houses on Levee and 
Main streets, all on Centre and El Dorado streets, 
except two, were destroyed ; and all on Hunter-street 
but three. Loss not less than $1,000,000. 

August 30th, 1851. — Great Fire in Marysville. 
Three entire blocks in the business part were burned. 
The fire spread with great rapidity, burning every- 
thing in its course, till, there being no other building to 
burn, it died out. Eighty buildings were destroyed. 
Loss estimated at $600,000. 

Nov. 7th, 1852. — Large Fire at Marysville. This 
fire commenced in First-street, and destroyed every 
house on the north-east side of Marden Lane, and all 
between Marden Lane and Sixth-street. The Atlan- 
tic Hotel, the Marysville Hotel, New World Hotel, 
with several livery stables, breweries, and stores, were 
burnt. Loss not less than $200,000. 

July, 1854. — Great Fire at Marysville. A large 
fire occurred in this place, burning five whole blocks. 
Loss $250,000. 

September 14th, 1855. — The Town of Grass Val- 
ley destroyed by Fire. A fire broke out in this place 
destroying i\ie entire town. Loss $400,000. 

About this time three large towns in the interior of 
the State were completely consumed by fire. Loss 
$800,000. Names not given. 

July 10, 18j4. — Great Fire at Columbia. A fire 
broke out this morning, which resulted in the almost 
entire destruction of the town. All the buildings on 
Broadway, Fulton, Stnte, and Washington streets were 
entirely destroyed. The fire was the work of an incen- 
diary. Loss $500,000. 



CHAPTER IV. 

THE FIRE DEPARTMENT OF PHILADELPHIA. 

The city of Philadelphia has been fortunate, as com- 
pared with the city of New York, in the number of large 
fires that have occurred ; but for years it has been no- 
torious for riots that have been represented as having 
their origin among the members of this department. A 
careful investigation of the question of the primary 
causes of the outbreaks and disturbances that have 
occurred in this city, develops the fact that with few 
exceptions they have been commenced by those who 
were not members of the department, but " runners or 
outsiders,'* who, to satisfy some grudge against individ- 
uals or companies, have taken the favorable opportu- 
nity at, oV more generally after, a fire, when the men 
were weary with their work, to draw parties into a 
fight, and create a disturbance. The few exceptions 
are the instances where the riots have occurred between 
the Catholic and Protestant coftipanies. When fires 
occurred, and they came in contact, they were more 
disposed to uphold their faith in their religious belief 
after the manner of the Israelites and Philistines, than 
in the modern style of evangelical Christians. This 
was their only mode of public worship ; but it must bo 
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conceded, that, on many occasions, each party has had 
striking and impressive lessons of the value of the doc- 
trine of the church miHtant. If those parties had at- 
tended to the primary doctrines of their reHgion and 
the law of Moses, instead of fighting about modes of 
faith, they would not have disgraced themselves and 
the department to which they belonged, and their breth- 
ren throughout the community, by the evil impressions 
which those disturbances gave the public against fire- 
men as a body. 

In 1854, new laws were passed for the better control 
of the department, and for a time the companies would 
not serve under them ; but after a time they began to 
see that they were mistaken in regard to the object of 
those laws, and many of the companies which had 
** drawn out'' of the department came back. From 
that time to the present there has been harmony in the 
department. The fire department of Philadelphia con- 
sists of a chief engineer and seven assistant engineers, 
forty- three engine companies, thirty-seven hose compa- 
nies, five hook-and-ladder companies, and one steam fire 
engine. The city is divided into five districts, and the 
companies do not go out of their districts except in case 
of large fires. The department is under the control of 
the committee on trusts and the fire department, and the 
board of engineers. It is conducted upon the volunteer 
system, and is one of the most efiicient in the United 
States. The firemen are allowed to elect the chief 
engineer and the assistant engineers. They also elect 
the presidents, directors and clerks of the companies. 
There are in the department two thousand one hun- 
dred active members, two thousaiid two hundred and 



.» 



r\ 








^' 


■*^ V 








. 


ii';.-- . ■■'• 


' 


._ 




■' I 


■y- ■• 


■ 


1 . ■ ■ 


1 1 


..^- '■>■ ' .■^. 


::.' •■ 


1. . 








^ J- r" ' . ■ ■ 




.' "• 


'•* 


■ ■ ' . '" ' ■ 


>v,- ■■■-■> 


• 






• ■ 










' ' » " ■ * 


■I" ■■ . 








■■^l-- ■ ■ 








■ 


', V - 


« 




..l' 






1 


■?' 


^„ 


« 


"¥■ •. 


, 




^ 


-., 


*". 


• 


1" 

■ • 






■.i. ■ 

1 V' 



"% 



v- 



;\> ... 

■ ■ ' 












■ ■ ■ ' 



■ • *■ ■ 



VJ. 



I-. . -I, .■■ 

■•■s J».- . 
I'l . . .■■ . ■ 

■■ .■•#'■"■.■ 

' I ' ■ ■ 

* ■ ' ■ 1 

■ ■ I ■: . 






-.1 ^ ' "i- 



I 



THE FIREMAN. iO 

sixty-five honorary members, and two th9nsand two 
hundred and eleven contributing members; making a 
total of six thousand five hundred and sixty mem- 
bers. The companies are not limited in the number 
of men which they can have, as some of tliem have 
between three hundred and four hundred members. 
Philadelphia has not suffered as much from large 
fires as other cities which are not half as large, and 
the reasons are, that in the first place there has 
always been an efficient fire department in the city, 
and in the second place a good supply of water. The 
first fire of which the author has any account occurred 
in 1830, and was quite extensive. 

June 3Uth, 1830. A fire broke out in the stable of 
Mr. Halsey, in the block bounded by Henry, Walnut, 
and Madison streets. The flames spread with great 
rapidity, and in one hour no less than twenty houses 
were on fire. The progress of the flames was not 
stopped till thirty buildings were destroyed. Loss 
unknown. 

Feb. 22d, 1832. A fire broke out in the Arkwright 
steam cotton mills, in Kensington district. The mills 
with all the machinery and looms were destroyed. Loss 
$50,000. 

April 3d, 1835. A fire broke out in a stable on 
Market-street. The flames spread from the stable to 
the adjoining houses. The heat from the fire was 
intense, and before it was stopped a large amount of 
property was destroyed. Loss $70,000. 

July 27th, 1835. A fire broke o«t in the famous 
Red Row, and, before it was extinguished, had der 
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stroyed ten buildings, and damaged several others. Loss 
$15,000. 

May 22d, 1836. A fire broke out in the large drug 
store of Lenig & Co., No. 56 Front-street. The com- 
bustibility of the material caused the fire to rage with 
great fury, and rendered it impossible to extinguish it 
till a la^rge portion of the contents was destroyed, and 
the building badly damaged. Loss $100,000. 

Sept. 25 th, 1839. A fire broke out in the Mulhausen 
Print-works, and the entire building, which was two 
hundred and eighty feet in length, one hundred and 
forty in width, and four stories high, was completely 
destroyed, with the books of the firm. Loss $80,000. 

Sept. 28th, 1839. A fire broke out in the Bellefield 
Print-works, belonging to C. W. Peal. The building 
was two hundred and fifty feet in length, one hundred 
feet wide, and three stories high. The main building 
and the large dry sheds and four thousand pieces of 
calico were destroyed. Loss $100,000. 

Oct. 5th, 1839. A fire broke out in the basement story 
of W. J. Stroup's provision store. No. 14 South Wharves, 
and in a few minutes the flames burst out and communi- 
cated to the provision store of D. W. Prescott. The 
store of G. Merrill, in the same range, was soon on fire. 
Although the firemen were promptly on the ground, 
yet the progress of the flames was so rapid that in a 
short time the stores of C. Cheesborough and G. N. 
Wood, No. 15 South Wharves, were on fire, which com- 
municated to the oil store of Newlin & Allibon; and the 
commission store^ of J. Emlin, No. 17, the iron ware- 
house of Jones & Brothers, the ofiice of the Merchants' 
Tr$insportation Co., and the warehouse of C. King, No. 
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19, were enveloped in flames. The hotel kept by 
J. Nealis was the next building on fire, and from thence 
it spread to the large oil warehouse of Sliober, Bunting 
& Co., No. 21, extending through to Water-street. By 
this time the conflagration was terrific. The ship- 
chandlery store of A. H. Hinkle, No. 22, soon caught 
fire, and, with the warehouses of Newbold & Haver- 
sick and Smitl. & Johnson, was destroyed. Here the 
fire had reached Chestnut-street. Returning to Water- 
street, it had reached the large grocery store of 
John Harding, Jr., No. 15 ; from thence it swept to the 
wholesale grocery store of White SB Stevens, Nos. 21 
and 23, thence to W. Sloan's warehouse, thence to the 
large warehouse of W. R. Thompson & Co. Next to 
this building stood the Fulton House, kept by J. Meyers, 
which, with the buildings above mentioned, was com- 
pletely consumed. The buildings on the west side of 
Water-street were on fire, and in this range was the 
storehouse of Thompson & Co., — being the seconi 
building occupied by them, — which, with four others, 
was destroyed. From the rear of the latter row of 
buildings the fire communicated with the buildings 
facing on the east side of Front-street. On this street 
a building used as a chair factory, and Nos. 27, 28, and 
29, were badly damaged, and the commission houses 
of Hill & Mifflin totally destroyed. The store of T. G. 
Smith, No. 37, Mee's spice factory, No. 39, Thompson 
& Co.'s warehouse, — the third occupied by them, — 
No. 41, Nos. 43 to 45, Loyd's tobacco store, No. 47, and 
a cooper's shop, were entirely destroyed. The intense 
heat and the flying cinders set fire to the roofs of tlie 
stores of G. W. Richards & Co. and Richards & Bis- 

7* 



78 IHB. FIREMAN. 

ham, which were much injured. At this point the 
fire was checked. In the mean while it had extended 
to the Steamboat Hotel, on the south side of Chestnut- 
street. Buildings Nos. 57 and 59 Front-street were 
destroyed, and several very much injured. 

There prevailed during the whole night a strong 
north-east wind, which caused the fire to spread very 
rapidly. In several of the liquor and oil stores it 
hlazed for hours with intense violence, and explosions 
were frequent. It is impossible to commend in terms 
too ardent or grateful the labors of the firemen on this 
occasion. For hoift's they battled the destroying element, 
and, at times, without the hope of success ; but, by un- 
wearied exertions, they finally gained the victory. The 
mayor and the whole body of watchmen were on the 
ground all night, protecting the property scattered 
about the streets, and preserving order among the 
thousands of spectators who had thronged to witness 
^e disastrous scene. This was the most calamitous 
^re that ever occurred in this city ; no less than forty 
buildings were destroyed, and' many others badly 
damaged. Seven persons were killed. Loss estimated 
at $2,000,000. ' 

Jan. 23d, 1841. A fire broke out in the store of 
Wright & Brothers, which, with the adjoining store of 
Wood & Abbot, was completely destroyed. This is all 
that the author can find in relation to this fire, with the 
exception that three persons were killed by the falling 
walls. Loss $100,000. 

June 29th, 184L A fire broke out in a building. No. 
247 Chestnut-street, occupied by Milford & Allen as a 
wholesale grocery store. It raged with unabated fury 
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for several boars, and, for a while, seemed to master 
the unceasing efforts of the firemen. One man was 
killed, and several persons injured, by the falling of the 
heavy stone coveing of the building. Loss $50,000. 

July 6th, 1841. A fire broke out in a rope walk, 
and soon (Communicated to two other buildings, which 
were destroyed, with several others. Loss $50,f)00. 

Feb. 16th, 1842. A fire broke out in the four-story 
fire-proof brick stores, on the corner of Lombard-street 
and South Wharves, occupied by John L. OhI, Henry 
S. Ohl, and S. A. Lewis & Brothers, importers and com- 
mission merchants, and in which also a quantity of 
goods had been stored by the custom-house officers, 
and Meyers, Clagborn & Co. The building and con- 
tents were destroyed. Loss $60,000. 

Nov. 12th, 1842. A fire broke out in the large brick 
building on the corner of Front and Chestnut streets. It 
soon communicated to the adjoining building, and both 
buildings with their -contents were destroyed. Loss 
$30,000. 

Jan. 28, 1844. A fire broke out in the large brick 
soap and candle factory of Coffin & Sandell, on Penn- 
street, which, with its contents, was destroyed. Loss 
$30,000. 

March 10, 1844. A fire broke out in the turpentine 
works of Allibone & Co., which, with all the contents, 
including twelve thousand barrels of turpentine, were 
destroyed. Loss $30,000. 

Oct. 27th, 1844. A fire broke out in the grocery 
store of C. & L. Fletcher, on Front-street, which was 
destroyed with two other buildings. Loss $20,000. 

March 22, 1845. A fire broke out in the warehouse 
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of Lea, Bunker & Co., on Water-street. The building 
with the contents was destroyed. Loss $20,000. 

August 14th, 1845. A fire broke out in a building 
on Dock-street, used as a tannery and a cotton factory. 
The building with two others was completely destroyed, 
lioss $25,000. 

Jan. 18th, 1846. A fire broke out in the large store 
of Lewis & Sterling, No. 59 South Wharves. There 
were in the store four hundred bales of cotton, two 
hundred bales of hemp, one hundred bags of wool, all 
of which was consumed. The store of Norris, Walen 
& Co., adjoining, was also destroyed. The fire then 
extended north to the building occupied by Russell & 
Allen, weighmasters, Penrose & Qurton, commission 
merchants, and Robert Burton, shipping merchant ; 
from thence to the store of Lincoln & Co., produce 
dealers, and Peal & Stevens' sail-loft, which were de- , 
stroyed. On the south side of Lewis & Sterling's store 
was an alley; the fire crossed the alley, and ignited 
the roof of the store-house of Mr. Hinkle, ropemaker 
and ship-chandler ; but the damage was not large. The 
extreme coldness of the weather, and the freezing of the 
water in the engines, which were constructed without 
suction power, must account for the progress which the 
fire made. No loss of life occurred, though several of 
the firemen were badly injured. Loss $125,000. 

April 19th, 1846. A fire broke out in the large steam 
camphene, oil, and clay furnace manufactory of Wiley & 
Pearlye, on Second-street, which, with the machinery, 
stock, and tools, was entirely destroyed. The fire 
originated from a small quantity of tar, which had been 
left in one of the heated kettles. The building covered 
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a large area of ground, and was built partly of brick and 
partly of wood. 

Sept. 13th, 1846. A fire broke out in a stable on the 
corner of Seventh and Brown streets. The wind was 
blowing fresh from the north, and the flames soon 
communicated to the lumber-yard of J. G. Rice, where 
a large quantity of lumber was destroyed. The intense 
heat from the burning lumber set fire to the houses on 
the west side of the street, and several were badly dam- 
aged. Loss $25,000. 

Sept. 29th, 1846. A fire broke out in a row of small 
brick dwelling-houses on George-street, and, before it 
could be extinguished, destroyed twenty-two buildings. 
Loss $50,000. 

Oct. 30th, 1846. A firie commenced in a varnish fac- 
tory, which destroyed a ropewalk and two rows of brick 
dwelling-houses on the corner of Ninth and Moyamen- 
sing streets. Loss $30,000. 

March 10th, 1847. A fire broke out in the soap and 
candle factory of B. Doneloure, on South Second-street. 
It soon communicated to the Plough Tavern, and both 
buildings were entirely destroyed. Loss $45,(K)0. 

May 9th, 1847. A fire broke out in the cabinet ware- 
house of John J. Williams, on South-street. It extended 
to a large grocery store on the corner of Pratt-street ; 
from thence to a bakery and tobacco warehouse, which, 
with two other large stores, were destroyed. Loss 
$100,000. 

July 15, 1847. A fire broke out in the grocery store 
of Hetz & Kirkbride. A canister of powder exploded, 
and the building was wrapped in flames. The fire 
spread to the adjoining block of buildings, five in 
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number, which were destroyed with the store. Loss 
$20,000. 

July 25th5 1 847. The German Lutheran Church was 
struck by lightning, and the building with the organ 
destroyed. Loss $20,000. 

August 24th, 1847. The larga sugar-refinery of 
S. Brown was discovered to be on fire, and, notwith- 
standing the efforts of the firemen, was, with a great 
quantity of sugar, entirely destroyed. A dense vol- 
ume of black pitchy smoke rolled over the city, and 
the heat from the fitre was intense. The smoke was 
sufibcating in the extreme, it being hardly possible to 
inhale the air in the vicinity of the fire. Loss 
$165,000. 

Sept. 19th, 1847. A fire broke out in a building on 
the corner of Tenth and Buttonwood streets. Two 
carpenter shops were burned or badly damaged. The 
furniture of the tenants was mostly destroyed. Loss 
$20,000. 

Oct. 1st, 1847. A fire broke out in the mahogany 
sa wing-mill of Eisenbury & Co., on the corner of Pear 
and Dock streets. The buildings and contents were 
completely destroyed. Loss $30,000. 

Jan. 29th, 1848. A fire broke out in Roiles-street, 
which destroyed six new and valuable brick buildings. 
Loss unknown. 

April 18th, 1848. A fire broke out in the large stores 
of George Paterson & Co. They had in store a large 
quantity of cotton, several hundred demijohns of choice 
wines, and four hundred hogsheads of sugar. The 
building with its contents was entirely destroyed. Sev- 
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eral other stores were also burned. Loss estimated at 
$80,000. 

July 22d, 1848. A fire broke out in the power- 
loom carpet factory, a short distance south of the Navy 
Yard, and occupied by Samuel Scott. The building 
and contents were entirely destroyed. One hundred 
persons were thrown out of employment by this fire. 
Loss $50,000. 

July 29th, 1848. A fire broke out in a carpenter's 
shop back of Ninth-street. The flames extended to 
five three-story brick buildings, which were destroyed 
with all their contents. Several houses on Lombard- 
street Were badly damaged, and five on Bonsall-street 
were unroofed and otherwise injured. Loss $30,000. 

July 7th, 1850. A fire broke out in the upper story 
of store No. 205 Market-street, destroying most of the 
building and a large quantity of goods. The adjoining 
store being in danger, the firemen were feompelled to 
keep a constant supply of water on the building, which 
damaged a large amount of goods. Loss $50,000. 

July 9th, 1850. A fire broke out in a five-story 
warehouse on the wharf below Ninth-street. When 
it was discovered it had made considerable head- 
way, and but a short time elapsed before the whole 
building was enveloped in flames. The fire extended 
through to Front-street, from there to Race-street, 
thence above Callowhill-street through Vine-street to 
Second-street, thence through John-street to Newmar- 
ket-street, thence to Callowhill-street, and also destroyed 
a few houses on Buckskin Court, West's Alley, Court- 
land Place, and a number of courts and alleys adjoin- 
ing. 
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Two explosions of saltpetre occurred Mn the building 
where the fire originated, rending tfae walls asunder, 
and throwing the burning timbers in every direction, 
by which means the fire was communicated to a large 
number of houses. The firemen hastened to the scene 
of destruction, and were soon engaged in combating the 
flames. The first explosion caused but a little alarm. 
The firemen worked on ; the fire began to spread, and 
in a sliort time a startling explosion took place, quickly 
followed by another, spreading havoc in all directions. 
Beams of wood, scantling, bricks, metal roofing, and 
blazing shingles, were thrown into the air, spreading to 
a greater extent the flames of the already disastrous 
conflagration. The scene presented was appalling in 
the extreme, and such as our pen cannot describe. On 
the eastern front of the stores, where the last explosion . 
occurred, the rush for life was terrific. Men and boys, 
firemen and bystanders, rushed away from the confla- 
gration, and as they endeavored to escape from the 
danger, hundreds rolled over, and trampled upon each 
other, running and jumping over the large piles of cot- 
ton and other goods on the wharves. Several were 
knocked down as if dead, and hundreds were rushing 
over their fallen bodies, causing legs and arms to be 
dreadfully broken, and inflicting wounds of a serious 
nature. In the fright some were thrown into the Dela- 
ware river; while a large number voluntarily jumped 
in, to shield themselves from the bricks and timbers 
thrown from the burning stores. Frightful indeed was 
the loss of life, and still greater dangers threatened, yet 
the noble exertions of the firemen continued unabated, 
excepting when a pause in their perilous labor was re- 
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quired for their safety. At night the scene became still 
' more fearful. The heavens presented a lurid glare, and 
the light of the conflagration was distinctly seen for 
thirty miles around. Large volumes of smoke were 
borne along by the wind, and the alarm-bells were 
ringing every quarter of an hour, and word was passed 
from lip to lip that the furious element was sweeping 
everything before it. Falling walls and blazing build- 
ings were to be seen on all sides. Alleys and streets 
were crossed by the fire, which for a time seemed to 
bid defiance to all human efibrts.- From Camden, on 
the opposite shore, the scene was truly grand; while 
the shipping in the docks, which escaped the flames, 
presented a picturesque appearance. From the state- 
house steeple the lurid picture could only be compared 
^to the burning of Moscow. The sight of hundreds of 
families, for squares around the fire, fleeing from their 
houses at the midnight hour, and removing their furni- 
ture- upon every species of vehicles, amid the din of a 
thousand voices, and the roaring and crackhng of the 
forked flames, was a scene that can hafdly be described. 
Not for a moment did the noble and self-sacrificing fire- 
men falter in their duty. Difiiculty and dangers ap- 
peared but to stimulate their courage, and many of them 
encountered risks and perils far greater than those con- 
nected with the battle-field. After performing an almost 
incredible amount of labor till daybreak, the fire was 
subdued, and, prostrated by over-exertion, many of the 
firemen sunk to sleep beside their apparatus. By this 
awful conflagration thousands were turned houseless 
into the streets, and some with nothing but the clothing 
on their backs with which* they escaped. The number 

8 
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killed was thirty, missing twenty-six, — total fifty-six; 
wounded one hundred ; making a total of killed and 
wounded one hundred fifty-six. Loss $1,000,000. 

March 18th, 1851. A fire broke out in the buildings 
fronting on Tenth-street, and extending from Chestnut- 
street to George-street, and they were entirely de- 
stroyed with their contents. The buildings were mostly 
occupied by artists and tradesmen. Loss estimated at 
$50,000. 

May 25tfi, 1851. The large stone "flouring-mill be- 
tween Market and Chestnut streets, next to the Schuyl- 
kill, was destroyed with all of its contents. Loss 
$30,000. 

July 28th, 1851. A fire broke out in the cotton and 
woollen mills of Peter Hickey, corner of Jefferson and 
Warren streets. It spread to the large saw factory of 
Kirby & Bringhurst in Perry-street ; from thence to a 
large six-story factory on Washington-street. Three 
brick dwelling-houses on the north side of Jeflferson- 
street, four on the south side, two on Washington-street, 
with one on Perry-street, were also totally destroyed. 
Loss $200,000. 

Oct. 25th, 1851. A fire broke out in the oil-cloth 
factory of C. Sutton, which was destroyed, with the 
candle factory of Richards & Mitchell, and all its con- 
tents. Loss $90,000. 

Nov. 12th, 1851. A fire broke out in the cotton mills 
of J. P. Brunner, on Hamilton-street. At the time the 
fire was discovered, a large number of operatives were 
at work in the upper stories. It spread with such 
rapidity that those in the building were obliged to jump 
from the windows to save •themselves. Some were 
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killed, and others badly wounded. Several, who were 
unable to escape, were burned to death. Three per- 
sons were killed, and five burned to death; in all 
eight. Loss $40,000. 

Dec. 12th, 1851. A fire broke out in Hart's build- 
ings, on the corner of Sixth and Chestnut streets. The 
• flames spread very rapidly, destroying the whole block 
with the contents. The Shakspeare building, on the 
opposite side of Sixth-street, was destroyed, with 
Brown's Hotel. The walls of Hart's buildings fell, 
killing two men, and wounding several others. The 
entire block on the west side of Sixth-street, from Chest- 
nut-street to Carpenter-street, was left a heap of smok- 
ing ruins. Besides the buildings above mentioned, 
the law-book store of T. & T. W. Johnson, and sev- 
eral others on the east side of Sixth-street and south 
side of Chestnut-street, were destroyed. Four persons 
were killed. Loss $200,000. 

Dec. 29th, 1851. A fire broke out in the Museum 
on Chestnut-street. The building was constructed of 
brown stone and brick. The first floor was occupied 
by Henderson & Co., booksellers, Lee Walker & E. L. 
Walker, dealers in pianos, musical instruments, and 
music. The dramatic saloon occupied all the upper 
apartments of the building. So rapidly did the fire 
spread that in one hour the whole building was envel- 
oped in flames. The wall on Chestnut-street fell with 
a tremendous crash. The Columbus Hotel was on fire 
several times, but, by the exertion of the firemen, the 
building was saved. Loss .$165,000. 

March 9th, 1852. A fire broke out in the lager beer 
brewery of Burgdell & brother, on the Columbia Rail- 
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road. The building was soon destroyed. The fire 
spread rapidly to the adjoining building, which was 
destroyed with the dwelling-house of one of the propri- 
etors. The workmen were at work in the building 
when the fire broke out, and, in their hurry to escape, 
several of them were badly injured. Loss $32,000. 

April 2d, 1854. A fire broke out in the church of 
the Reformed Presbyterian third congregation, and en- 
tirely destroyed the building. Loss $65,000. 

May 15th, 1854. A fire occurred in the lumber-yard 
of Floyd & McElroy, on Light-street Wharf, destroying 
the yard, and four large warehouses occupied by J. 
M. Muis, M. Daisey & Co., R. & W. M. Isaacs, W. F. 
WiUis, and I. T. Francis. A large amount of property 
was destroyed. Loss $60,000. 

June 6th, 1854. A fire broke out in the large store 
on the wharf above Arch-street, and running through 
to Water-street. The building, with nearly all the 
stock, consisting of paints, oils, and three hundred bales 
of cotton, was destroyed. Loss $50,000. 

July 5th, 1854. A fire occurred in the National The- 
atre, on Chestnut-street. It soon communicated to the 
adjoining buildings, which were quickly enveloped in 
flames. The Chinese Museum was next on fire, and 
in a short time was destroyed. The fire extended to 
the block east of the Circus. The stores in the base- 
ment of the circus, with their contents, were burned. 
The large carriage factory of Herkness, on Ninth-street, 
the Waverley Hotel on Sansom-street, Nicholson's dry 
goods store, School's eating-house. Bell's Hotel, and 
George Leibeck's Igck factory, were entirely destroyed. 
A large portion of the goods of some of the stores were 
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removed by the firemen. The fire extended along the 
roofs of the buildings on Chestnut-street to Eighth and 
Ninth streets, and George-street. It rdged till daylight, 
burning the roofs of seven buildings on Sansom- street. 
Forty buildings in all were destroyed. One man was 
killed, and quite a number wounded. Loss $500,000. 

Oct. 1st, 1854. The steam plaster mills, Callow- 
hill-street, with their contents, were destroyed by fire. 
The occupants were French & Co., and Richards & 
French. Loss $45,000. 

Dec. 15th, 1854. A fire broke out in the fourth story 
of Edwards' block, 181 Chestnut-street. It rapidly 
spread from floor to floor, and, in a short time, the 
whole block was in flames. The fire soon communi- 
cated tOv No. 180, occupied by Safibrd & Cokeman 
and W. H. Cangle, as a furniture warehouse, which 
was destroyed with Edwards' block. The walls of 
the building fell, which caused the fire to spread to 
HameFs furniture store, corner of Fifth-street, which 
was also occupied by E. L. Walker for a sales-room of 
Chickering's pianos, and by Stagman & Brother, mu- 
sic dealers. The building, with the contents, was 
entirely consumed. The fire extended along Fifth- 
street to Minot-street, destroying the saddlery of Lacey 
& Phillips, and the old Jefferson Wigwam, so called. 
This was the very building in which Thomas Jefferson 
drew up the Declaration of American Independence. 
In the rear of Edwards' block it destroyed Henkles' 
establishment. The fire raged fiercely, at one time 
threatening the state-house and city buildings, but 
they were saved by the exertions, of the firemen. It 
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continued for several hours with unparalleled fury. 
Loss $460,000, 

June 29th, 1855. A fire broke out in the large steam 
bedstead factory of Riebel & Lincoln, which was con- 
sumed, with most of its contents, as were also the Ma- 
sonic Hall (colored), John Wagners carriage factory, 
with the bulk of the tools therein, and the machinery. 
The Zoar Methodist church (colored), Jacob G. Con- 
rad's flour store, and the back part of eight or nine 
houses fronting on Fourth-street, Himes' grocery store, 
Abbott & Lawrence's extensive stove store, and upwards 
of a dozen dwelling-houses on Fourth and Apple- 
streets, were repeatedly on fire ; but the untiring exer- 
tions of the firemen prevented their d^truction. The 
fire raged with fearful fury for upwards of two hours, 
during which tinie a large jamount of property was de- 
stroyed. Loss $100,000. 

April 11th, 1856. The Artisans' Building, an 
immense structure situated in the rear of Chestnut and 
Fourth streets, was destroyed by fire. Every part of 
the building was occupied by artisans, and the loss in 
stock and pictures was very heavy. Forty steam 
power-presses, which were in the building, were entirely 
destroyed. The building was owned by H. Cowperth- 
waite. Loss $200,000. 

May 1st, 1856. A fire broke out in Jessup & Mooies 
paper warehouse, North-street, and spread rapidly, be- 
fore a north-east gale, through to Commerce-street, 
thence to Market-street, consuming the buildings on the 
eastern side of Sixth-street to Market-street. On Mar- 
ket-street the heaviest losers were Bragley & Wood, 
grocers, Wilson, Rogers & Fales, straw goods dealers, 
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Lesick, Raison & Co., boots and shoes, Knight's hard- 
ware store, Wickersham & Sons. The loss on South- 
street was large. Most of the buildings were occupied 
by families who saved but little of their furniture. A 
number of buildings on the west side of Sixth -street, 
including the City Bank on the corner of Farmer-street, 
were badly damaged. Five buildings, adjoining the 
place where the fire originated, were destroyed. The 
fire crossed Market-street below Sixth-street, doing con- 
siderable damage to the buildings in that vicinity. JTho, 
sparks set fire to the silk store of John Kiehl & Sons, 
on Chestnut-street, above Seventh-street. The roof was 
partially burned, but by the exertions of the firemen the 
store was saved. On St. James-street, west of Sixth-street, 
a number of small dwelling-houses were destroyed, and 
a large school-house belongin'g to the society of Friends. 
John R. Groflf, a fireman and a returned volunteer from 
Mexico, was killed by the falling walls, and quite a 
number of persons were wounded. Loss $1,000,000. 

Oct. 17th, 1856. A fire* broke out in the lumber- 
yard of L. Magragree, on the Delaware fiver, next to 
High Bridge. The lumber, with twenty buildings, and 
the Rowland iron works, and machine-shop of T. B. 
Chapman, were destroyed. The fire raged with great 
fury for several hours. Cataract Engine Company No. 
4; of Boston, were present with their engine, and ren- 
dered eflicient service. Loss f 2'J0,009. 



The several fire companies of this city buy and own 
their engines and hose, and make the necessary repairs 
at their own expense. The only compensation they 
receive is such appropriation as the city government is 
pleased to make from time to time. 



CHAPTER V. 

THE FIKE DEPARTMENT OF CINCINNATI. 

/ 

I 

m 

The management of organized bodies, such as the fire 
departments, in the different cities .of the United States, 
is of much interest to every one. There are but few- 
persons who do not take an interest in this arm of 
service, and who do not desire to understand the man- 
ner in which the fire deparments are controlled and reg- 
ulated in different localities. There is no better way 
to give correct information to our readers, than to quote 
from the reports of the chief engineers of the various 
cities in the Union. The chief engineer of the Cincin- 
nati fire department, in his report for 1854, says: " In 
the semi-annual report that I had the honor to present 
to your honorable body, I could not refrain from con- 
gratulating the City Council upon the triumph and suc- 
cess which had crowned their efforts in the reform of 
the fire department, which the peace and good order 
of society so imperatively demanded; the result of 
which, although scarcely six months have passed, the 
change for good is so manifest that even the opposition 
of the most clamorous advocates of the old systems is 
hushed into silence. Under the. present control, the 
engine-houses are no longer nurseries where the youths 
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of the city are trained up in vice, vulgarity and de- 
bauchery ; where Ucentiousness holds her nightly revel. 
The Sabbath-day is no longer desecrated by the yells 
and fierce conflicts of rival companies, who sought the 
occasion for the purpose of making assaults upon one 
another. Our citizens pass our engine-houses without 
being insulted by the coarse vulgarities of the persons 
collected around them. The temptation for the youths 
of the city to follow the fire companies is done away 
with. For all these good results, let me congratulate 
the City Council, and all who have so manfully labored 
for the reform. I would congratulate them on the 
complete triumph of law and order over misrule, and 
while congratulations come from me, and find a response 
in the breast of every good citizen who has the future 
interest and prosperity of Cincinnati at heart, there are 
others, fathers and mothers, whose voices you do not 
hear, who in their inmost hearts thank you for staying 
so desolating a plague-spot in our midst as the engine- 
houses had become." In 1855, he says : ** I am happy 
to say that the last lingering opposition to the present 
organization which remained in the minds of so many 
of the old volunteer firemen has disappeared, and 
the present one not only meets their hearty support, but 
is regarded by them as better adapted for the protection 
of the property of our citizens than the old organization, 
to which they were so firmly attached. To refer to the 
order and quietness that now reign throughout the city 
would be superfluous; it is seen and known by every 
citizen. Indeed, it would not be too much to say, that 
there is no department of the city government that will 
compare as favorably in point of the sobriety of its mem- 



94 THfi FIREMAN. 

bers and in their moral deportment, as the fire depart- 
ment, and I take more pleasure in bearing testimony 
to this feature in the organization, than any oiher.'' In 
the report of 1856, he says: ** Since I entered upon 
the duties of chief engineer of the fire department, every 
day's experience has convinced me that the change 
from the volunteer system to the present paid system, is 
better calculated to give more efficiency to the fire de- 
partment, and afford a more reliable protection to the 
citizens' than the former one, to which I was fondly 
attached, and which so many of our firemen clung to 
with such tenacity. It is now three years since the 
reorganization, during which time the utmost harmony 
and good feeling have prevailed between the different 
companies, and as yet the first complaint has to be 
made to the chief engineer, of a single member in tlie 
department having failed to perform his duty. Nor 
has there been a single complaint made by persons 
residing in the vicinity of the engine-houses, of disor- 
derly or improper conduct on the part of the men sta- 
tioned at the houses, o^ those belonging to the compa- 
nies. This result, if nothing else had grown out of the 
change, is worth all the efforts and money it has cost. 
But other results have grown out of it, which gives me 
pleasure to say to the men who carried it forward and 
sustained it against so much bitterness of feeling, that 
their hopes and expectations have not been disap- 
pointed. This must be manifest to every citizen, who 
witnesses the quiet and orderly manner in which the 
different companies perform their duties at fires, and 
the moral deportment of the entire department." 

It will be seen from these reports that the fire depart- 
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ment of Cincinnati is a paid department. Its officers con- 
sist of a chief and two assistant engineers. The chief 
engineer has a salary iof one thousand dollars a year, 
and the assistants seven hundred each, and perform no 
other work. The captains of the companies receive 
one hundred and fifty dollars a year, the heutenants 
one hundred dollars a year each. There are attached 
to each fire company, exclusive of the captain .and 
lieutenant, twenty-five men, five of whom are sta- 
tioned at the engine-house, and two are constantly on 
duty, at a salary of one dollar and twenty-five cents a 
day. These five are designated as Foreman, Assistant 
Foreman, Pipeman, Fireman and Driver. The en- 
gines are drawn to fires by horses, and not by hand. 
There are in the department seven steam fire-engines, 
seven hand engines, and one hook-and-ladder com- 
pany, which are manned by four hundred members, 
who receive sixty dollars a year for their services as 
firemen. The companies are not permitted to parade 
without the consent of the city government, and, like all 
other paid fire deps^rtments, the members are denied the 
rights and privileges to which they are justly entitled. 

The fire department of Cincinnati is one of the most 
efficient in the United States. There is no city in the 
Union where the chances for large conflagrations are 
so numerous as in that. The large pork-houses and 
lard-oil factories, many of them seven stories high, and 
packed from the cellar to the roof with pork, and lard- 
oil, are all that is necessary for large fires ; and it is 
well known that a fire fed with lard-oil or pork is hard 
to extinguish ; yet in this city the fires for the past year 
have been confined to the building in which they origin- 
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ated. There is another feature of the system in Cincin- 
nati. The department is under the control of a Board of 
Supervisors, consisting of the board of engineers and 
the committee on the fire department, who have unlim- 
ited powers for the control and management of the 
department. 

The city of Cincinnati has been blessed in not hav- 
ing had very many large fires. The number has been 
very small in comparison with those which have oc- 
curred in other cities containing less inhabitants. The 
first fire of which the author has an account oc- 
curred in 1830. From that period to 1843 but very 
few have occurred, and none of these extensive. When 
the immense amount of combustible material which is 
accumulated in Cincinnati is taken into consideration, 
it is surprising that so few fires have occurred. The 
citizens of that city must not feel that they have been 
shghted by the author of this work, if they are not 
represented by so long a list of large fires as some of 
tlieir sister cities; for, with due diUgence, he has not 
been able to discover records of any more than he has 
here given account of, and those as reported in the pa- 
pers of the day. 

November 18th, 1830. A fire broke out in the book- 
bindery of Morgan & Sanxay. Their entire establish- 
ment, with the printing-office and all their machinery, 
was completely destroyed. The bookstore of the Messrs. 
Guilfords was badly damaged. Loss not less than 
$50,000. 

February 24th, 1832. A fire broke out in a wooden 
building near the corner of Main and Fourth streets. 
The buildings in that vicinity being wood, the fire 
spread very rapidly, and in a short fime ten buildings 
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were entirely destroyed, with their contents. Loss 
$30,000. 

From 1832 to 1838 not a single fire of any note oc- 
curred in Cincinnati, if the records are correct. There 
is but one reason, in the author's mind, why they were 
not visited with extensive conflagrations during this 
time, and that is, the city was submerged in water 
nearly all the time. As a proof of the assertion, we 
will copy a portion of a letter written by a merchant in 
Cincinnati to a friend in Boston : '^ Our city is com- 
pletely afloat, and, while I am writing this letter, the 
water is eight feet four inches deep in my counting- 
room, — which you know is in the fourth story of the 
building, — and rising rapidly. I am now in the attic 
of the building, using the saw-horse with a board across 
it for a seat, and a nail-keg for a desk. Thirty houses 
with the inmates just passed the window, probably 
bound for New Orleans. I waved them an adieu with 
my handkerchief, and wished them a prosperous voy- 
age. If you, or any of your friends, are fond of aqua- 
tic spoYts, please visit Cincinnati." 

October 27th, 1838. A fire occurred in an old 
wooden building, which was entirely destroyed. The 
inmates consisted of a lady and two children. The 
mother and one child escaped ; the other perished in 
the flames. Loss unknown. 

October 11th, 1842. A fire J>roke out in the tin and 
sheet-iron manufactory of T. Howe, and, before it 
could be subdued, destroyed eight buildings with their 
contents. Loss not less than $50,000. 

February 25th, 1843. A fire occurred in the smoke- 
house of Pugh & Alvord, on the corner of Canal and 

9 
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Walnut streets. The smoke-house was separate from 
the main building, but was reached by a narrow 
passage-way, which was boarded up at the sides ; and 
the doors between the smoke-house and main building 
in the rear were wood. When the fire broke out, it 
was supposed that it could be confined to the smoke- 
house by closing up the doors and windows of the 
main building. In the course of half an hour the main 
building was filled with smoke, rarefied air, and inflam- 
mable gas. When the flames burst through the wooden 
doors between the two buildings, an instantaneous roar 
was heard, and, in the twinkling of an eye, the build- 
ing was in a sheet of flames. The whole* roof was lifted 
up and thrown into the street, with a tremendous crash. 
The second story walls, on the north and south sides, 
were thrown down, and the whole eastern end, front- 
ing on Walnut-street, was blown into tlie street, from 
the foundation to the roof. The eflect of the explo- 
sion was awful and terrific, and in its consequences 
fatal to no less .than eight persons, wounding twenty 
more, some of whom never recovered. There were 
in the store two hiHidred thousand pounds of ham, and 
a large quantity of pork, all of which was destroyed. 
Loss $100,000. 

October 7th, 1844. A fire broke out in the brewery 
of Shultz & Brothers. It spread to Walker's bagging- 
factory, Jenks' planing-mill, and Badger's tan-mill ; 
all of which were destroyed. Loss $25,000. 

March 30th, 1845. The large iron foundry of J. 
Reynolds, on Front-street, with its contents, was en- 
tirely destroyed by fire. Loss $20,000. 

April 4th, 1845. A fire broke out in a building used 
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for manufacturing Prussian blue, and soon spread to a 
factory on the corner of Tliird-street and Western Row. 
Both of the buildings were destroyed, with the frames 
for four new buildings. Loss unknown. 

April 9th, 1845. A fire broke out in a building in 
the rear of the Broadway Exchange. It soon spread 
to the Exchange, and in a short time both buildings 
were destroyed, with a part of their contents. Loss 
$20,000. 

August 25th, 1845. A fire broke out in a wooden 
building on East Front-street, destroying also the 
planing-mill of Johnson & Morton, with a large quan- 
tity of himber, the warehouse of R. B. Fowler, three 
stables, and five dwelling-houses. Loss $35,000. 

April 17th, 1846. A fire occurred in the malleable 
iron-works of Miles Greenwood. Owing to the de- 
rangement of the city water-works, two of the three 
buildings whidi form the establishment, with the new 
screw, were entirely destroyed. The entire macliinery 
of the establishment, patterns, stock, and a large amount 
of maruifactured articles ready for market, were in- 
volved hi the ruin. A great number of hands were 
thrown out of work. Loss $120,000. 

May 22d, 1846. A fire broke out in Third-street, 
which, before it could be checked, destroyed several 
buildings. Loss unknown. 

July I9th, 1846. The planing-mill of E. Underwood 
& Co., with the contents, was destroyed by fire. Loss 
unknown. 

February 16th, 1847. A fire broke out in the pork- 
house of Singerson & McLaughlin. The building was 
destroyed; also a large amount of stock, and 2,000 
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bushels of com in the adjoining storehouse. Loss 
$25,000. ' 

February 28th, 1848. Four large steamboats, the 
Hendrick Hudson, the Trenton, the Circassian, and a 
Marysville wharf-boat, were destroyed by fire, while 
moored at their landing in the city. The Hendrick 
Hudson had a full freight on board, all of which was a 
total loss. Besides the destruction of property, five 
persons were killed. Loss estimated at $125,000. 

June 20th, 1848. A fire occurred in a large drug 
warehouse, on Fifth-street, which was destroyed, with 
most of the contents. Loss $26,000. 

June 7th, 1849. The extensive furniture warehouse 
of Wheelwright & Duncan was destroyed by fire. Sev- 
eral other parties met with serious loss. Huge volumes 
of smoke rolled over the city. This, with the extreme 
heat of the fire, made it almost impossible for the gal- 
lant firemen to perform their duty on^ hot summer 
day. Loss $40,000. 

September 2d, 1849. A fire broke out in the large 
rolling-mill, forge and warehouse, of Shreve, Steele & 
Co, on Front-street. The building was destroyed, 
with its contents. The mill was one of the largest in 
the United States. Loss $30,000. 

September 4th, 1849. A fire occurred in a building 
on Front-street, destroying twelve buildings on that 
street and eleven others on Ludlow-street. The fire 
spread through the buildings with great rapidity, and 
in a short time all that was left was the smouldering 
embers. Loss $80,000. 

September 12th, 1849. Lewis' tobacco store, with 
six foiir-story buildings, known as Scott's Hotel, and 
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also the Marion Company's lumber-yard, wore destroyed 
by fire. Loss $50,000. 

November 16th, 1849. A fire broke out in the book- 
store of H. W. Derby & Co. After raging fiercely, it 
was finally extinguished, but not without doing con- 
siderable damage. Loss $45,(KH). 

January 11th, 1851. The extensive lard-oil and can- 
dle factory of Messrs. Gross & Diebrich, with the ma- 
cliinery, stock, and 200,000 pounds of lard, was de- 
stroyed by fire. Loss $100,000. 

May 3d, 1851. A fire broke out in a* large lumber- 
yard on the corner of Rose and Columbia streets. 
Twenty buildings were destroyed, including the large 
liquor store of Wright & Brother. The houses were 
mostly private residences, and, owing to the combusti- 
ble material of which they were built, the fire spread 
with great rapidity. The heat was so intense that it 
required the utmost exertions of the firemen to prevent 
the buildings upqji the opposite sides of the streets from 
igniting. After several hours of hard labor the fire 
was extinguished. Loss estimated at $125,00 ). 

June 25th, 1851. A fire occurred in the blacking 
factory of Boudler & Brother. It soon extended to the 
dry goods house of M. Wilson, the packing establish- 
ment of Schooley & Hough, all of which, with two 
large smoke-houses in the rear, were destroyed. The 
morocco factory of a Mr. Robinson, and three small 
dwelling-houses, caught fire, and were burned to the 
ground. Loss $75,000. 

July 15th, 1851. A fire broke out in Wood's Mu- 
seum, and spread to the adjoining buildings. Before 
its progress could be stopped, it had destroyed three 

9* 
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Stores, besides the Museum, and several other small 
buildings. Loss $80,000. 

August 16th, 1851. The foundry of James Todd & 
Co., on the corner of Seventh and Moultrie streets, was, 
with its contents, entirely destroyed by fire. The sec- 
ond story was occupied by Charles Foster & Brothers, 
printing-press manufacturers. Loss $40,000. 

September 22d, 1851. A fire was discovered in the 
large chair factory of Coddington & Co. It soon spread 
to the adjoining building, and, before it could be sub- 
dued, destroyed the factory and thirteen other build- 
ings. The immense quantity of seasoned stock, in the 
building, for chairs, and the paint, oil, and varnish, 
caused the fire to burn with resistless fury. Loss 
$100,000. 

August 25th, 1852. A fire broke out in the candle 
factory of G. W. Skillings. It soon spread to the ad- 
joining building, and both were destroyed. It then 
communicated to a block of fine buildings, which, 
in a short time, were enveloped in flames, and the 
block, with the contents, was completely destroyed. 
Loss $80,000. 

August 30th, 1852. A fire occurred in a frame build- 
ing, and soon extended to three others, all of which 
were destroyed. A burning cinder was blown on to 
the roof of the Trinity Church (German Catholic) on 
Fifth-street, and, when it was first discovered, might 
have been extinguished with a bucket of water ; yet it 
was neglected so long, that the fire worked under the 
roof, and the upper part of the church was one sheet 
of flames. In a short time the fire was driving down 
through the building, among the costly ornaments of 
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the interior. The steeple fell, with a terrible crash, on 
to the roof of a fine three-story brick school-house, and 
in a few minutes that building was enveloped in flames. 
The fire spread to the rear of the parsonage belonging 
to the church, which was also destroyed. Loss $65,0U0. 

May 22d, 1853. A fire broke out in the Bavarian 
ale brewery, which destroyed the building and con- 
tents, and injured the adjoining buildings to some ex- 
tent. Loss .^30,000. 

July 21st, 1853. A fire occurred in a tool factory 
on the corner of Broadway and Eighth streets. The 
factory, and most of the houses east of Broadway, Sev- 
enth, and Eighth streets, were destroyed. The wind 
blew a gale, and it was with great d4fficulty that the 
flames could be subdued. Loss $50,000. 

October 25th, 1853. A fire broke out in the bakehouse 
of Robert Getty, situated in the block bounded by Main, 
Sycamore, Front and Second streets. It soon commu- 
nicated to the liquor stores of Wilkshire, Bristol & Co., 
N. B. Reves, N. H. & G. H. Davis, which were de- 
stroyed, with most of their contents. The large and 
elegant furniture warehouse of Mitchel & Rammelburg 
became next a prey to the devouring element. The 
fire was not checked until three other large warehouses 
were also consumed. Loss $80,000. 

February 22d, 1854. A fire occurred in Keyes' fur- 
niture establishment, on Fourth-street, between Main 
and Syracuse streets. It quickly spread to Macaking 
& Pickering's fancy goods store ; from thence to the 
periodical store of a Mr. Pearson, — all of which, with 
their contents, were destroyed. Owing to the combus- 
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tible nature of the material in the buildings, the fire 
raged with great violence. Loss $95,000. 

September 4th, 1854. A fire broke out in the furni- 
ture warehouse of S. J. Johns, destroying the upper 
stories, with a large amount of furniture. The fire 
burned with great fury for one or two hours. Loss 
$90,000. 

September 4th, 1855. A fire occurred in Hart's build- 
ing, on the corner of Fourth and Hammond streets, 
destroying the furniture store of S. J. Johns, the carpet 
store of Henry Falls, H. B. Pearson's periodical store, 
J. C. Huntington's china store, and William Wischell's 
picture gallery. Most of the stock in these stores was 
also destroyed. Loss $40,000. 

August 26th, 1856. The pork-house of Wilson, Eg- 
gerton & Co. was partially destroyed by fire. Also a 
portion of its. contents. Several small stores adjoining 
were likewise destroyed. Loss $40,000. 



CHAPTER VI. 

THE FIKE DEPAKTMENT OF NEW ORLEANS. 

A FBW years ago the city of New Orleans became 
unable to pay the firemen the amoimt which had been 
appropriated for purchasing new hose and repairing the 
engines. As the members of the department did not 
feel willing to pay the bills themselves, they accordingly 
disbanded, and surrendered the engines to the city au- 
thorities. 

After the department became disorganized, several 
of the citizens made a proposition to the city to organ- 
ize and keep in operation an efficient, body of firemen, 
for a certain sum of money, to be paid by the city, giv- 
ing bonds for the fulfilment of their contract. The city 
government accepted the proposition, and the gentlemen 
at once organized the Firemen's Charitable Association, 
for the protection of property from fires. The objects 
of the association are, to keep a well -organized and 
efficient Fire Department ; to afford relief to firemen, 
who are injured at fires, or otherwise in want ; to as- 
sist their families in case of sickness, and, when death 
finally overtakes them, to see that they are properly 
interred, and that their widows and orphans are pro- 
vided for. 
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The department in New Orleans differs so essentially 
from all others, that we insert the rules and regulations 
of the '* Firemen's Charitable Association," which has 
tlie entire control and management of it, and the right 
to choose the engineers, and regulate all matters relat- 
ing to firemen. 

FIREMEN'S CHARITABLE ASSOCIATION. 

Office^ corner St. Charles-street and Commercial Place, 
Dubois Row, room No. 1, zip stairs. 

OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES, • 

Elected at a regular meeting of the Directors of this 
Association, held on Monday, January 5, 1857, to serve 
for the year ending on the first Monday in January, 
1858 : 

President, Isaac N. Marks. 

Vice President, E. B. Smedes. 

Secretary, Josiah Folger. 

Treasurer, James Beggs. 

Committee on Finance. E. B. Smedes, Chairman; 
F. B. Brand, Aug. Shelley. 

Committee for the Relief of Widows and Orphans, 
B. Openheim, of Hope Hook-and-Ladder Company No. 
3, Chairman, 162 Old Levee, near Hospital ; George 
Geier, of No. 22, First-street, near corner of Tchou- 
pitoulas-street; M. Reilly, of No. 18, corner of Annun- 
ciation and Bartholomew streets ; F. Berger, No. 7, 
comer of Custom-house and Dauphine streets. 

Committee appointed at an adjourned quarterly meet- 
ing, held on Thursday, January 15, 1857. 
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Committee on Cemeteries, James Ward, of No. 5. 
Chairman; J. M. Yandegriff, of No. 8; William H. 
Compton, of No. 18; Daniel Merritt, Sexton. 

General Relief Committee, Appointed for the second 
quarter, ending second Monday in July, 1857: J. M. 
Demarest, of No. 8, City Hall, Treasury Department ; 
M. Tracy, of Hope Hook-and-Ladder Company No. 3, 
Truck House; F. Schneider, of No. 1, corner of Maga- 
zine and Common streets ; G. A. P^osdick, of No. 2, No. 
43 Natchez-street ; L. A. Pradat, of No. 7, No. 43 Ca- 
rondelet-street ; Charles Rolling, of No. 10, corner of 
Marais and Orleans streets ; P. Wiltenmuth, of Lafay- 
ette Hook-and-Ladder Company No. 1, No. 104 New 
Levee-street. 

PHYSICIANS AND APOTHECARIES. 

First District, Dr. J. N. Folwell, 257 Carondelet- 
street; John Booth, Apothecary, corner of Carondelet 
and Girod streets; J. Huberwald, Apothecary, corner 
of Tchoupitoulas and Race streets. 

Second District. Dr. W. Bertram, corner of Bur- 
gundy and Bienville streets; John Kathman, Apothe- 
cary, corner of Bienville and Marais streets. 

Third District, Dr. J. J. Kerr, 16 Casacalvo-street ; 
Aug. Shelley, Apothecary, corner of Moreau and En- 
ghien streets. 

Fourth District. Dr. L. Greenleaf, Jackson, between 
Jersey and Laurel streets ; S. Hastings, Apothecary, 
corner of Magazine-street and Felicity Road. 

FIRE DEPARTMENT. 

Chief Engineer, Alfred Belanger. 

1st Assistant Engineer, . David Bradbury. 
2d Assistant Engineer, . George W. Butler. 
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Board of Com/missioners, Isaac N. Marks, Chair- 
man ; C. D. Yancey, C. de Choiseul, H. P. Jones, 
John Turpin. 

power and duties of the board of commissioners for the 
management of the fire contract in behalf of the fire- 
' men's charitable association. 

Section 1. The Board of Commissioners for the 
management and execution of the contract for the sup- 
port and active working of the Fire Department, shall 
consist of five members of the Firemen's Charitable 
Association, who sliall be elected annually, on the first 
Monday in January, of each year, or as soon thereafter 
as practicable. 

Sec 2. The present Board of Commissioners shall 
serve until the first Monday in January, 1857, or until 
their successors are appointed — unless removed as 
hereinafter provided. 

Sec 3. They shall not transact any business unless 
a quorum of three members, at least, are present — a 
majority of whom shall decide all questions. 

Sec 4. The Secretary of this Association shall be 
likewise the Secretary of the Board of Commissioners, . 
and shall keep regular minutes of their proceedings 
which shall at all times be subject to the inspection of 
any committee appointed by the Board of Delegates for 
that purpose. 

Sec 5. The Board of Commissioners shall have 
regular meetings at the office of the Association at 
least twice a month, and special meetings when called 
by their chairman or two members of their body. 

Sec 6. They shall be authorized to call meetings of 
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the Board of Delegates^ whenever, in their opinion, the 
same may be necessary. 

Sec. 7. They shall report, at all the regular meet- 
ings of the Board of Delegates, npon the Fire Contract 
and such other matters as may be referred to them. 

Sec. 8. They shall be admitted to all meetings of 
the Board of Delegates, and be allowed to speak on all 
matters relative to the Fire Contract, but shall not vote 
unless they are delegates. 

Sec. 9. They shall audit and approve all bills 
emanating from the Fire Contract, and the same shall 
be countersigned by their chairman, before the treas- 
urer is authorized to pay them. 

Sec. 10. They shall cause their secretary to keep 
an account of all bills passed by them; and counter- 
signed by their chairman. 

Sec. 11. It shall be their duty to see that regular 
monthly pay-rolls of all officers, men and companies 
employed by the Association, are made out by the treas- 
urer, and that the same, after being passed by them 
and countersigned by their chairman, are promptly 
paid, as the monthly instalments are collected from 
the city. 

Sec. 12. They shall, at all times, have full power 
to examine the books and accounts of the treasurer, to 
call for any vouchers or other papers which may be in 
his possession belonging to the Association. 

Sec. 13. They shall be and are hereby constituted 
tho full and legal representatives of this Association in 
all matters appertaining to the Fire Contract, and shall 
exercise all powers in connection with the same, not 

10 
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expressly reserved by the Association, as completely 
as if the Association was acting for itself. 

Sec. 14. They shall examine all reports of the Chief 
to the Common Council as required by section 11 of the 
Fire Ordinance, before the same is submitted to the 
Common Council. 

Sec 15. They shall be the medium of communica- 
tion between the Board of Del^igates and the Common 
Council, in all matters relating to the Fire Contract, and 
all petitions and memorials to the Council on that sub- 
ject shall be referred to the Board of Commissioners. 

Sec 16. They shall be authorized to call the Chief 
to assist them in their deliberations at all times, wiien 
he is not engaged at fires. 

Sec 17. They shall, with the advice of the Chief, 
have full power to discharge, suspend, fine, or withhold 
payment from any officer, man or company, employed 
by the Association, for habitual negligence, inefficiency, 
non-attendance at fires, rioting, insubordination to the 
Chief, intoxication, or want of proper care of the houses, 
engines, hose, trucks, or other property of the Associa- 
tion entrusted to them. 

Sec. 18. Any individual or company failing to ac- 
quiesce in the decision of the Board of Commissioners, 
as provided in the preceding section, shall have the 
right to appeal to the Board of Delegates, whose decis- 
ion shall be a final judgment. 

Sec 19. The Board of Commissioners shall, upon 
receiving a written notice of an appeal from their decis- 
ion, call a meeting of the Board of Delegates, and lay 
before them the cause of complaint — the evidence and 
the reasons which have influenced their decision ; and 
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the party appealing shall likewise appear before the 
Board of Delegates, and be heard^ in his defence ; then 
the Board of Delegates shall decide the controversy by 
a final judgment. 

Sec. 20. The Board of Commissioners shall, with 
the aid of the Chief and his Assistants, attend to the 
appraisement and delivery of the engines, hose-car- 
riages, trucks, and other apparatus, also fo the repairs 
of the engine-houses, and shall be authorized to employ 
experts to assist them in said duties, if they deem it 
necessary. 

Sec. 21. They shall have full power to make all 
contracts for the purchase and repairing of engines, 
hose-carriages, trucks, hooks and ladders, and other ap- 
paratus, for the repairing of the engine-houses, and other 
houses occupied by the Fire Department. 

Sec. 22. They shall, with the advice of the Chief, 
have full power to give to any company a new engine, 
truck, hose, carriage, additional hose, or other appara- 
tus, whenever the same may be necessary in their opin- 
ion, and in like manner to withhold the same. 

Sec. 23. They shall have entire control of all funds, 
which may be received on account of the Fire Con- 
tract, and (with the concurrence of the President of 
the Association, and the Finance Committee, after the 
payment of the debts of the Association) shall be and 
are hereby authorized, to make such investment of the 
profits or surplus, as may appear to them the most ben- 
eficial to the Association. 

Sec. 24. They shall receive no compensation for 
their services in any manner whatever, and shall be 
subject to impeachment and removal, by a vote of two 
thirds of the Board of Delegates. 
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Sec. 25. The rules and regulations, appertaining to 
the Fire Contract adopted by this Board, may be 
aimended, altered or repealed, at any meeting, by a vote 
of two thirds of those present — notice of the same hav- 
ing been given in writing at a previous meeting, and 
after at least one week's publication being made, that 
said meeting has been called for said purpose. 

DUTIES OF TREASURER. 

In addition to the duties imposed on him by Article 
7th of the Constitution, the Treasurer — 

Section 1. Shall receive all moneys belonging to the 
Fire Contract, and disburse the same, as may be pro- 
vided for hereinafter* 

Sec. 2. He shall keep the books of the Board of Com- 
missioners, opening accounts against each steam fire- 
engine, hose or hook-and-ladder companies, respect- 
ively, also an account to be entitled "Contract Ac- 
count,'' charging all moneys paid out to each account 
respectively. 

Sec 3. He shall deposit all moneys coming into his 
hands, through the Fire Contract, in such bank as may 
be designated by the Board of Commissioners^ to the 
credit of ** Contract Account; " all other moneys to the 
credit of the ** Firemen's Charitable Association." 

Sec. 4. He shall keep a check-book on the bank 
that shall be designated, also a bank-book, and have 
such deposit entered in the same. 

Sec 5. He shall not be authorized to check any 
moneys out of the '* Contract Fund," without the same 
is countersigned by the Chairman of the Board of Com- 
missioners, 
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Sec. 6. He shall call on the proper authorities of the 
city of New Orleans on the last of each month, and re- 
ceive the monthly appropriation for the Fire Contract, 
and deposit the same in the bank designated by tiie 
board, to the credit of *' Contract Acconnt." 

Sec. 7. It shall be his duty once a month to furnish 
a statement to the Board of Commissioners, of the dJ 
ferent accounts, and balance his cash. His books iuuni 
always be ready for the inspection of any menib<'r ol 
the board. 

Sec. 8. Before entering upon the duties of his oifi<'c 
he shall give bond and security in the sum of Ten 
Thousand DoUars (the surety to be approved by the 
Board of Commissioners) for the faithful performance 
of his several duties. 

Sec 9. He shall receive, as a compensation for his 
services, the sum of $1500 per annum, to be paid 
monthly. 

Sec 10. In case of his death, sickness, disability or 
removal, the sureties, by and with the advice and con- 
sent of the Board of Commissioners, shall have the 
right to appoint a person to perform his duties, who 
shall continue to act until his successor is elected. 

DUTIES OF SECRETARY. 

In addition to the duties now prescribed, in articie 
6th of the Constitution — 

SecttOxV 1. He shall also be Secretary of the Board 
of Commissioners, and have his head-quarters at the 
office of the Association. 

Sec 2. He shall receive, as a compensation for his 
services, the sum of $900 per annum. 

iO* 
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THB OFFICE OF CHIEF AND ASSISTANT ENGINEERS. 

Section 1. Resolved, That, as soon after the passage 
of this ordinance as practicable, the Board of Delegates 
shall proceed to the election of one Chief Engineer and 
two Assistant Engineers, who shall be known as First 
and Second Assistants, whose duties, emoluments, term 
of service, &c., shall be as hereinafter set forth. 

Sec 2. The Chief Engineer and Assistants shall 
hold the^'r office for one year, and until their successors 
are elected and qualified, unless removed by legal action 
of the proper authorities of the city, under the *' Ordi- 
nances concerning the Fire Department," or under 
such provisions as this board may create for their 
regulation and government. 

Sec. 3. The election of Chief Engineer and Assist- 
ants shall hereafter take place at the aimual election 
of officers — the first Monday in January of each year. 

Sec 4. That it shall be the duty of the Chief and 
Assistant Engineers, whenever a fire shall break out in 
the city, immediately to repair to the place of such fire, 
and to carry with them a suitable staff, or badge of 
office, and to take proper measures that the several en- 
gines a!id other apparatus be arranged in the most ad- 
vantageous situations, and only worked for theefibctnal 
extinguishment of fires; to call for aid, if need be, from 
all persons present at fires to assist in extinguishing 
the same, to/assist in removing furniture, goods or mer- 
chandise, from any building on fire, or in danger thereof, 
to act as guards to secure the same, and also to assist 
in pulling down or demolishing any house or building, 
if necessity require; and, further, it shall be their duty 
to suppress all ttimults or disorder. It shall also be 
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their duty to cause order to be preserved in going to, 
working at, or returning from fires, and at all other 
times when companies attached to the Department are 
on duty. 

Sec. 5. That the Chief Engineer shall have the sole 
command, at fires, over all members of the Fire Depart- 
ment, and all other persons who may be present at 
fires ; and shall take all proper measures for the extin- 
guishment of fires, protection of property, preservation 
of order, and observance of the laws, ordinances and 
regulations, respecting fires ; and it shall be the duty of 
said Chief Engineer to examine into the condition of 
the engines, and of all other fire apparatus, and of the 
eugine and other houses belonging to the city and used 
for the purpose of the Fire Department, as often as cir- 
cumstances may render it expedient, or whenever di- 
rected so to do by the Committee on Fire of the Com- 
mon Council, and semi-annually to report the same to 
said committee ; also to cause a full description of the 
same, together with the names of the oflicers and mem- 
bers of the Fire Department, to be published annually 
in such manner as the said committee shall direct ; 
and it shall be, moreover, the duty of the Chief IJngineer 
to receive and transmit to said committee all returns 
made of ofiicers, members and fire apparatus, belong- 
ing to the respective companies, as hereafter prescribed, 
and all other communications relating to the afiairs of 
the Fire Department, and to keep fair an8 exact rolls 
of the respective companies, specifying the time of ad- 
mission and discharge, and the age of each member, 
which he shall report to said committees ; and he shall 
also report to said committees all accidents by fire 



116 THE FIREMAN. 

which may happen within the city, with the cause 
thereof, and the number and descriptions of the build- 
ings destroyed, together with the names of the owners 
and occupants, and an estimate of losses by the same. , 

Sec. 6. It shall be the duty of the Chief Engineer to 
demand at each fire (if he deems it necessary) the fore- 
man, or captain of each engine, hose and hook-and- 
ladder company, to detail at least two men, from their 
respective commands, who shall constitute a guard, and 
be furnished with ropes and stakes, and whose duty 
shall be to keep a sufiicient space cleared around the 
fire to enable the companies to operate efiiciently, and 
to perform such other duty, in the preservation of prop- 
erty, &c., as the Chief may require. 

Sec. 7. All the reports, communications, and docu- 
ments, appertaining to the Fire Contract, required of 
the Chief, by the authorities of the city of New Orleans, 
under the "Ordinances concerning the Fire Depart- 
ment," shall be made through the Board of Commis- 
sioners of the Fire Department created by this Associa- 
tion, and it is hereby made his duty to furnish duplicates 
of all said documents to said board. 

Sec. 8. The Chief shall be, and he is hereby em- 
powered, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Board of Commissioners, to suspend any fire-engine, 
hose, or hook-and-ladder company, acting under the 
regulations of the Fire Contract and this Association, 
whenever he deems that they are violating any of the 
provisions of said contract, or for any other offence 
which may hazard the rights of this Association under 
said Contract. And all the property of this Association, 
or the city, in the keeping of such company, shall be 



THB FIREMAN. 117 

taken Charge of by the Chief, and held subject to the 
further orders of the Board of Commissioners. 

Sec. 9. The First Assistant Engineer shall act un- 
der and obey all the orders of the Chief, and shall, in 
lus absence, sickness, death, disability, impeachment, 
&c., perform all his duties. 

Sec. 10. The Second Assistant Engineer shall act 
under and obey all the orders of the Chief, and shall 
perform all the duties of the First Engineer, in case of 
the absence, sickness, death, disability, impeachment. 
Sec., of that officer. 

Sec. 11. The Chief and Assistant Engineers, in ad- 
dition to the foregoing requisitions, shall faithfully p(T- 
form all the duties required of them, under the '* Ordi- 
nances of the city of New Orleans concerning the Fire 
Department." 

Sec. 12. The Chief and Assistants shall be liable to 
be removed from office or suspended at any period dur- 
ing their term of service, by impeachment before the 
board — two thirds of the members present voting to 
sustain the charges made. 

Sec. 13. All or any charges made against the Chief 
or Assistants must be drawn up in writing, and placed 
in the hands of the Board of Commissioners of the Fire 
Department. 

Sec. 14. The Chief shall keep his head-quarters at 
the office of the treasurer. He shall keep a horse con- 
stantly at his command, the cost and keeping of which 
he must himself defray. 

Sec. 15. The Chief, with the advice and consent of 
a majority of the Board of Commissioners, shall have 
power, at all fires, to hire men to aid in extinguishing 
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the same, whenever he finds engines, &c., not properly 
manned. * 

Sec. 16. The salaries of the Chief and First and 
Second Engineers, for the faithful performance of all 
duties entailed upon them by this ordinance, and tl^e 
*' Ordinances of the city of New Orleans concerning the 
Fire Department," are hereby fixed as follows : 

Chief Engineer, S2250 per annum. 

First Assistant Engineer, . . . 9(l0 do. do. 

Second do. do 900 do. do. 

payable monthly. 

STEAM FIRS-ENGINE COMPANY. 

Section 1. This company shall be composed of not 
less than twelve nor more than twenty men, including 
officers. 

Sec 2. An Engineer shall be appointed annually, by 
the Board of Commissioners, to take charge of the 
steam engine and apparatus thereunto belonging. He 
shall receive a salary of $1500, payable monthly, and 
he shall procure, at his own expense^ a competent as- 
sistant, for whose acts he shall be responsible. He 
shall retain his office for one year, unless removed for 
incapacity, misconduft, or other good cause ; and shall 
enter into bond and security (to the satisfaction of the 
Board of Commissioners) in the sum of five thousand 
dollars for the faithful performance of his duties. 

Sec. 3. There shall also be appointed, in the manner 
provided for in the above section, one driver, and one 
fireman, for said engine. He shall attend to the clean- 
ing of the horses, &c., &c., and to the keeping of the 
same in good order, driving said apparatus, &<:., to fires, 
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whenever so ordered by the Engineer, Chief Engineer 
and his assistants. He shall receive, as a com^nsation 
for the faithful performance of his duties, eighty dol- 
lars per month, payable monthly. 

Sec. 4. The Hose-company for the steam fire-en- 
gine, shall consist of not less than fifteen men, including 
officers. 

Sec 5. Four horses shall be provided for the use of 
the steam engine, and shall be under the charge of said 
engineer and drivers. 

Sec 6. Two Bell Ringers- shall be appointed by the 
€hief Engineer, subject to the confirmation of the Board 
of Commissioners. For the faithful performance of 
their duties they shall receive a salary of forty dollars 
($40) per month each. 

Sec 7. The said Bell Ringers shall be under the 
control of the Chief Engineer, who shall report them to 
the Board of Commissioners whenever they shall in 
any wise neglect their duty, whereupon they shall be 
liable to suspension or expulsion from office, as the 
board may deem advisable, the Board of Commission- 
ers having power to fill all vacancies, either temporarily 
or otherwise. 



The body of firemen of New Orleans are paid, and 
form a very efficient arm of safety. The department 
consists of a Chief Engineer, and two Assistants, eigh- 
teen engine companies, two hose, and three hook-and- 
ladder companies. The city is divided into four dis- 
tricts, and no company is allowed to go out of its dis- 
trict, except as provided for in the subjoined rules and 
regulations. 
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COMPANIES. 

Section 1. All companies who have signified their 
willingness to assist the Association in this contract, 
shall retain their organization, subject to such rules and 
changes as may be made by the Chief Engineer, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Board of Com- 
missioners. 

Sec. 2. Every engine company shall consist of not 
less than twenty men, including officers. 

Sec. 3. Every hook-and-ladder and hose company 
shall consist of not less than fifteen men, including 
officers. 

Sec 4. No one shall be admitted into any of the 
said companies, as a member or otherwise, unless he 
shall be at least eighteen years of age, and no appren- 
tices shall be so admitted, unless they produce the writ- 
ten consent of those having legal authority over them. 

Sec. 5. The several companies shall attend every 
fire in their respective districts, or otherwise, as de- 
fined by the Chief Engineer with the approba^on of 
the Board of Commissioners ; and, when at such fire, 
shall be fully manned to do efficient duty, or, in failure 
thereof, shall be reported by the Chief Engineer to the 
Board of Commissioners, and be liable on proof thereof 
to such penalties as may be hereafter provided. 

Sec 6. Each company arriving at a fire shall report 
itself at once to the Chief Engineer or his Assistants 
(if on the ground), arid shall take such a position as 
may be assigned to it, and receive through its com- 
manding officer such orders as the Chief Engineer or 
his Assistants may deem proper. 

Sec 7. Every company shall keep in good order all 
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the apparatus, &c., confided to it by the Firemrirs 
Charitable Association, and return tlie same in good 
order, at the expiration of the Fire Contract, or when- 
ever it may leave the service of the Association. 

Sec. 8. The several fire companies sliall keep the 
doors of their houses closed, and allow none of their 
members about them, except in case of fires or alarms, 
or when on duty under the order of their commanding 
officers. 

Sec. 9. Every engine, hose and hook-and-ladder com- 
pany, duly in service under this Association, sliall be 
entitled to an appropriation of twelve hundred dollars 
a year, payable in monthly instalments, except Milne- 
burg Fire Company No. 1, which shall have an appro- 
priation of three hundred dollars. 

Sec. 10. Every engine and hose company so serv- 
ing shall be entitled to three hundred feet of now hose 
annually, to be given under the direction of the Chief 
Engineer, provided that the same be required. excoj)t 
Milneburg No. 1, which shall receive but one hinidred 
feet. 

Sec 11. Every company shall require its members, 
whilst working at a fire, to wear some badge by which 
their company may be known. 

Sec 12. All companies who shall become parties to 
the Fire Contract, shall agree to abide by the decision 
of the Chief Engineer and Board of Commissioners, or 
upon an appeal to the decision of the Board of Dele- 
gates as a final judgment. 

Sec 13. All these companies shall agree to submit 
to the rules and regulations which shall be adopted by 
this Association, and shall fecognize all the powers 

11 
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granted to the Chief Engineer, the Board of Commis- 
sioners, and other officers of the Association. 



Tiie account of large fires in New Orleans c6m- 
mences in 1830 ; and from that Ji me to the present the 
city has suffered much from destructive fires. 

August Istj 1830. A fire broke out in the cotton 
warehouse of Freret, Sen., situated in the Faubourg 
St. Mary's. The building, with two thousand bales of 
cotton, was entirely destroyed. Loss $130,000. 

February 22d, 1834. A fire occurred in the cotton- 
press of Mr. Ogden, on Magazine-street, and, before the 
firemen could get to work, the fire had made such 
headway that the building, with six hundred bales of 
cotton, was destroyed. Loss $50,000. 

July 10th, 1834. A fire broke out in an old building 
on Camp-street, which destroyed two large drug stores, 
the printing-office of the Daily Mercaiiiile Advertiser^ 
with the job printing-office of a Mr. Carter. All the 
type, and several presses, in the two offices, were either 
ruined or badly damaged. Loss $60,000. 

April 25th, 1835. A fire was discovered in an old 
wooden building, situated in the square bounded by 
Poydras, Circus and Hevid streets. The fire raged 
with great fury, destroying two thirds of the buildings 
in the square before it could be checked. The mate- 
rial of which the buildings were composed was so ex- 
tremely dry that they burned like tinder. Loss $30,000. 

February 12th, 1836. A fire occurred in the drug 
store of Mr. Cusac, on St. Peter' s-street. It soon spread 
to the adjoining buildings, and, before it could be 
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checked, had destroyed two other stores, besides the 
drug store. Loss $20,000. 

July 18th, 1836. A j&re broke out in a blacksmith 
shop in the lower part of the town, and in less than 
two hours it had destroyed fifty dwelling-houses. Many 
families were turned into the streets houseless and 
homeless. Two children perished in the flames. Loss 
$25,000. 

April 8th, 1837. A terrible conflagration occurred, 
which destroyed two squares, containing one hundred 
and seven dwelling-houses, with several stores, and ren- 
dered one hundred and thirty families houseless. Many 
of them lost everything which they possessed, barely 
escaping with the clothes upon their backs. . The 
general particulars of this fire were not given. Loss 
$150,000. 

Between the 10th and 17th of AprA the city was 
visited with another extensive conflagration, which de- 
stroyed no less than sixty buildings. All that can be 
found by the author relating to these two last fires is, 
that a large fire occurred in New Orleans, the date 
being given in one case, with the number of house de- 
stroyed. In the other case the number of houses burned 
is given, with the loss, but no date. Loss $100,000. 

August 3d, 1837. A fire broke out in a large mill in 
the lower part of the city, which soon communicated 
to an adjoining .one ; and both were destroyed, with a 
large quantity of lumber. Loss $75,000. 

February 10th, 1838. Seven dwelling-houses were 
destroyed by fire, with a large iron founJery. Loss 
25,000. 

January 9th, 1840. A fire occurred in Leper's cot- 
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ton works, in Pusliienias-street, destroying five houses 
on this street. The fire crossed over, and destroyed all 
the houses but one in the square. It then crossed to 
Annunciation-street, and burned four buildings, when a 
vacant lot of land arrested its progress. Loss $50,01)0. 
February 11th, 1840. — Burning of the City Ex- 
change. A fire broke out in the City Exchange, on St. 
Louis-street, which baffled all efforts made to save the 
building. It were needless to attempt a description of the 
manner in which thi« fire progressed, or of the confusion 
which ensued among the inmates of this noble and spa- 
cious edifice. Floor after floor, staircase after staircase, 
fell, some crushing those at work beneath them; others, 
falling, cut oflf the retreat of those who were fleeing. 
Many of the passages were dark and labyrinthine even 
in the daytime, — how much more so at night, and 
amid the terrors^f surrounding danger ! It is enough to 
say that the entire Exchange was burned, and notliing 
but the walls was left standing. The inside, with all 
its costly decorations, was entirely destroyed. . At dif- 
ferent times during the conflagration, here and there, 
portions of the walls fell, on one occasion crushing 
two persons to death, in St. Louis-street, and severely 
wounding several others. Some sixteen persons lost 
their lives. Some were burned to death, others crushed 
by the falling of the floors. A gentleman, who was 
confined to his bed by sickness, was forgotten in the 
confusion, and left to burn with the building. Very 
little of value was saved. All the plans in the rotunda, 
and some very valuable paintings and statuary, were 
destroyed. The front of the Exchange on St. liOuis- 
street was three hundred feet in length, and singularly 
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beautiful, being a combination of the Doric and Tuscan 
orders of architecture. The centre of the facade was 
adorned with seven beautiful statues, which were ru- 
ined. The depth of the structure on Royal and Chatres 
streets was one hundred and twenty feet. The main 
entrance was formed by six columns of the composite 
Doric order, and was magnificent. The vestibule was 
a simple but handsome hall, one hundred and twenty- 
seven feet in length by forty in breadth ; this was al- 
ways open during the daytime, and devoted to the 
general use of business men, such as the meeting of 
merchants for the discussion of mercantile affairs. At 
one end was a bar; at the other a spacious reading- 
room ; out of this an entrance led into the rotunda. 
This was one of the most superb in the world; the 
floors were beautifully laid in mosaic, and surrounded 
by arcades and galleries always open to the public. 
The ascent to the galleries was by cast-iron stairs, of 
exquisite workmanship. Within the Exchange, on one 
sid€j was the hotel proper, on the other baths of great 
extent and luxury, and spacious stores on three streets, 
and the most magnificent ball-room, with all its depend- 
encies, in America. The size and decorations of this 
hall were remarkable. The ceiling and panels were 
painted after the most classic designs of the best artists 
of France, and with the most careful workmanship. 

The scene of the conflagration was one of the most 
sublime spectacles ever witnessed in this city; — the huge 
volumes of smoke that were borne away by the wind ; 
the roaring and crackling of the flames, with the shouts 
of the firemen, and the wild halloing of the spectators, 
were appalling. For hours the fire raged with incredi- 

11* 
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ble fury, and the lurid glare was seen for many miles 
around. No less than sixteen persons lost their lives 
in this conflagration, and several were injured. Loss 
$800,000. 

March 13th, 1840. A fire broke out in the store of 
Daniel Felt & Co., and in a short time the whole build- 
ing was in a sheet of flames. The fire soon communi- 
cated to the adjoining buildings, and in the short period 
of two hours the whole range of four-story buildings, 
from the store of Pool & Barriere to Custom-house- 
street, was entirely destroyed, with most of the con- 
tents. Loss $200,000. 

June 16th, 1840. At two o'clock, p. m., the fire-bells 
pealed out the alarm to the citizens, and a volume of 
smoke was seen rolling across the Faubourg Annun- 
ciation. The fire commenced in a blacksmith shop in 
the square, bounded by Race, Pacaniers and St. John 
streets, and swept over the square with incredible 
rapidity. Leiper's cotton-press vanished like paper be- 
fore the flames, with two hundred and fifty bales of 
cotton. It then crossed over to the square on the op- 
posite side of the street, destroying the whole square, 
excepting the dwelling-house of Mr. Loomis, whose 
cotton-pickery, with three hundred bales of cotton, was 
completely destroyed in less than one hour. The 
buildings, with the enormous piles of cotton, were dry 
as tinder ; *and, in the heat of noon and with a high 
wind blowing, the fire destroyed not less than twenty 
buildings in one hour and a half Houses were on 
fire and burned before an engine could be got ready 
to play upon them. Tenants looked from their win- 
dows, and were not aware of the danger till the dry 
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shingles flashed Hke powder above their heads. Loss 
$80,000. 

July 18th, 1841. A fire broke out in a grocery store 
in the block on the liCvee, which destroyed fifteen 
buildings on the front of the street, besides several in 
ihe rear. The progress of the flames was arrested by 
tearing down the remainder of the block. The intense 
heat, and the unwearied efforts of the firemen, caused 
several cases of covp cfe soleU, No less than nine mem- 
bers of one company were taken ill, and several were 
taken to the Hospital. The citizens exhibited a marked 
kindness towards the firemen during^ all their suffer- 
ings. Loss $50,000. 

September 23d, 1841. A fire broke out, about seven 
o'clock in the morning, in the crockery warehouse of 
Mr. Arcald, 44 Old Levee. It communicated to the 
warehouse of Snoudin & Charbonett, and T. G. Cham- 
berlain, crockery merchants, all of which were de- 
stroyed. The wind was blowing a gale, and the flames 
raged for two hours. Loss $60,000. 

The buildings on Old Levee-street, between the two 
markets, were destroyed by fire. A Mrs. Brown and 
her two children perished in the flames. A fireman 
was killed by the falling of the walls. Loss $3J,00l). 

March 13th, 1842. A fire broke otit in the St. Charles 
Theatre, which was the most extensive establishment 
of the kind in the United States. Owing- to the com- 
biistiblfe material in the building, the flames spread 
with great rapidity, and in the short space of two hours 
all that remained of that noble edifice was the bare 
walls. Loss $200,000. 

March loth, 1842. A fire was discovered in the attic 
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of a five-story building on the corner of Tchoupitoulas 
and Poydras streets, and, before the flames could be 
checked, destroyed the whole block. Loss $100,000. 

February 11th, 1844. About four o'clock, p. m., a 
fire was discovered in the second story of the Orleans 
Cotton-Press. The flames in a few minutes reached 
the cupola, and extended under the roof to the next 
rooms, where a large number of bales of cotton were 
stored, which were soon in flames. Eight thousand 
bales of cotton were burned, and the building much 
damaged. This was the largest building of the kind 
in the world, beyig three hundred and sixty-two feet 
long, and three hundred and eight feet in width. At 
the time of the fire there were thirty thousand bales of 
cotton stored in the building. Loss $375,000. 

March 20th, 1844. A fire broke out in the spirit-gas, 
oil, and lamp store of Fuller & Co., No. 65, Royal- 
street, and so suddenly did it spread, that in a few mo- 
ments the 'entire store was wrapt in a sheet of flames 
and consumed. The fire then communicated to the 
next store, No. 67, occupied as a furniture store, which 
was also destroyed. At this time the destructive ele- 
ment was raging with great fury, and, with the burst- 
'ing of vessels distended with gas, and the faUing walls, 
a picture was presented at once grand and sublime. 
Every effort was made to save the liquor store of Jordy 
& Brasier, biit it was destroyed, with nearly all of its 
contents. Estimated loss $100,000. 

May 18ih, 1844. Between twelve and one o'clock the 
flames burst out from the carpenter's shop of Mr. Golt, 
near the corner of Franklin and Jackson streets. It 
spread to the adjoining tenements with fearful rapidity. 
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Every building was of wood, and as dry as tinder, from 
the long drought ; so that nothing could check the prog- 
ress of the devouring element. The firemen were 
upon the ground early ; but, as no water could be ob- 
tained, their efforts were unavailing. The wind blew 
in the direction of the swamp; — had it been otherwise, 
the flames would have swept towards the river, and 
there would have been nt) bounds to this destructive 
fire. As it was, the flames were carried with lightning- 
like rapidity down Jackson-street, communicjiling to 
the houses on both sides, and presenting one broad 
sheet of fire, a hundred yards and upwards in width. 
To arrest its progress was out of the power of ninn, as 
no water could be procured, and the engines were ren- 
dered useless. To describe the scene while tlie fierce 
element was at its height would be imposbiible. House- 
less unfortunates were seen running through smoke and 
flame, seeking a shelter which only proved temporary, 
for the fire was soon upon them again. Hundreds of 
families were left homeless, and many of them were 
dependent upon others for bread. Not less than one 
thousand persons were left without a home. Three 
hundred buildings were destroyed by this fire. Loss 
$6;)0,0l)0. 

October 15th, 1844. A fire broke out in a two-story 
frame building on the corner of St. Louis and Yillere 
streets, which destroyed a row of frame houses to Conti- 
street. The firemen could do but little towards check- 
ing the progress of the flames, on account of the scarcily 
of water. Loss $30,000. 

May 5th, 1846. A fire occurred in a block of build- 
ings on Poydras-street, between Coamierce and Tchou- 
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pi toil las Streets, which destroyed the entire block with 
most of the contents. The store on the corner of 
'i'choupitoulas-street was occupied by H. Parish as a 
tobacco warehouse, the adjoining store by Wingfield & 
Co. as a tobacco factory. In these two stores there 
were six thousand boxes of tobacco, which were de- 
stroyed. The store on the corner of Commerce-street 
was occupied by Bragg & Smelser as a grocery store. 
Loss $150,000. 

March 25th, 1847. A fire occurred in a building on 
Custom-house-street. It spread with great rapidity, de- 
stroying a large amount of property. The store of 
George Bedford & Co., commission merchants, Simp- 
son's large dry goods store, Richards & Co.'s extensive 
establishment on Custom-house-street, were entirely de- 
stroyed, with their contents. Besides these, a number 
of other buildings were burned, and their contents either 
consumed or badly damaged. This was an extensive 
conflagration, but the reports in the papers were very 
meagre. Loss $250,000. 

November 6th, 1847. A fire broke out in Hassam's 
ship-yard, which destroyed considerable property. Par- 
ticulars not given, or the amount of the loss. 

January 30th, 1849. A fire occurred in the steam 
saw-mill and planing- works of De Ponilly & Musgrove, 
which destroyed the building, with all of the machinery. 
Owing to the combustible material in and around the 
building, it was impossible to arrest the progress of the 
devouring element, although the firemen worked like 
heroes. The heat from the fire was intense. Loss 
$60,000. 

April 22d, 1849. A fire was discovered in an old 



THE FIREMAN. 131 

building on the Levee, between Toulonso and JofTorson 
streets. It soon communicated to the grocery store of 
Gondolfo, which was consumed, with its contents. The 
flames spread to several dry goods stores, which, with 
their contents, were destroyed. The fire spread with 
such rapidity that the owners could not remove their 
goods. Loss f .50,001). 

February 16th, 1850. A fire broke out in the grocery 
store of Mr. Barkley, situated on Camp-street. The 
wind blew a gale at the time, causing the fire to sweep 
everything before it. On the nortli-west side of Camp- 
street the following buildings were either destroyed or 
injured : No. 45, occupied by the General Mutual In- 
surance Company; No. 47, by the Pelican Insurance 
Company ; Cuddy <fc Downs, cotton factors ; Fosdick & 
Co.y commission merchants — all destroyed; No. 49, by 
J. H. Bechtel & Co., booksellers and stationers — large 
stock, total loss ; No. 51, Finch & Co. ; No. 53. Bridges & 
McMurdo — total loss; No. no, by Charles G. Barker, 
grocery store — total loss — no insurance ; No. 57, occu- 
pied by Carson & Armstrong, booksellers and station- 
ers — heavy stock — completely destroyed; No. 59, by 
Payne & Harrison, cotton factors — entirely destroyed; 
south-east side of Camp-street, No. 48, occupied by 
James Robb & Co. — badly damaged ; No. 50, by several 
firms, mostly commission merchants; No. 52, by Bradley 
& Co., wholesale merchants — completely destroyed; No. 
54, occupied by Dolhonde & Graesbeck, crockery ware 
dealers, and J. Dunlap, china ware importer; 56, by 
A. Hill, furnishing store ; No. oS. by Parsons, as a piano- 
forte warehouse — entirely destroyed; No. GO, Camp- 
bell's, as a furnishing store — large stock of goods de- 
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stroyed, with the building ; No. 62, the wliole building, 
which was occupied by Kennett & Co., completely con- 
sumed ; No. 66, occupied by the publisliers of the Pica- 
yune as their printing-office — a large portion of their 
type and material for carrying on their business was 
destroyed with the building; No. 68, very badly injured. 
In Bank Place the following buildings were injured in 
part, or totally destroyed : No. 7, badly damaged ; No. 9, 
building and contents entirely destroyed ; Nos. 11, 12, 13, 
15, 17, 19, 21 and 23, entirely consumed, with most of 
their contents ; No. 25, very much injured. A number 
of private libraries and collections of manuscripts were 
destroyed, among which were the manuscripts and proof- 
sheets of the condensed decisions of the Supreme Court. 
The fire commenced at one o'clock in the morning, and 
burned with terrible fury, owing to the high wind which 
prevailed at the^ime, till nine in the forenoon, before it 
could be got under, — the wind at that time having 
gone down. Several persons were made sick, during 
the fire, by drmking camphene, mistaking it for liquor. 
One man was found lying in the gutter, in a dying 
condition, but, by being properly taken care of, he sur- 
vived. Fifty persons were arrested for pilfering at" the 
fire. Tobacco was the head and front of their offend- 
ing. John Donovan, commonly called Boston Jack, an 
intrepid fireman, who used to run with Lafayette, No. 
18, of Boston, and the same immber here, fell through 
a hatchway, and was badly injured. This was one of 
the most disastrous fires that ever occurred in this city. 
Loss $500,000. 

January 10th, 1851. A fire broke out in a building 
near the St. Charles Hotel. It soon spread to the hotel, 
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which was the largest and most splendid ])ni]di!ig of 
the kind in the city. The First Congregational Church, 
the Methodist Chnrch on Poydras-strcct, with twelve 
other buildings, were in a short time a mass of ruins. 
The fire burned with great fit^rceness. IjOss $5(K),0(K). 

March 2d, 1853. A fire was discovered in the upj)er 
part of the Alabama cotton-press. The flames spread 
rapidly, and destroyed the building, with nearly all of 
its contents, besides a large quantity of cotton piled up 
in the street. No less than 18,000 bales of cotton were 
destroyed. Loss ^150,000. 

April 2d, 1853. A fire broke out in a frame dwelling- 
house on Hercules-street, owned by a Mr. Richardson. 
The flames quickly spread to the planing-niill of George 
Heaton, which was destroyed, with a large quantity of 
lumber. From thence the fire communicated to the 
dwelling-houses of William VV. Peyton, .1. 11. liiiyden, 
and Thomas Grace, which were destroyed, with most 
of the furniture in them. Loss .^4 ),UO0. 

February 4th, 1854. At three o'clock in th^ after- 
noon, the steamer Charles Belcher, which had just ar- 
rived from Nashville (Tenn), caught fire, and in a 
short time was totally consumed, with her valuable 
cargo of cotton, tobacco, and western produce. Many 
of the passejigers, who were in the cabin, ha nil y oscaped 
with their lives, and twenty negroes perished in the 
flames. The fire spread to the steamer Natchez, which 
had just arrived, and she was destroyed, with her car2:o 
of two thousand bales of cotton. The steamer Cairo 
next caught fire, and was burned, with the steamer 
Sultana. The steamboat Grand Turk caught fire, but 
was hauled out, and escaped with slight damage. 

12 
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A number of flat-boats, loaded with produce, which 
was consigned to various houses, were either destroyed 
or badly damaged. This was the largest steamboat fire 
that ever occurred in .this city, and a large amount of 
property was destroyed. Twenty-five persons lost their 
lives. Loss $1,000,0l:0. 

February 5th, 1854. A fire broke out in a block of 
buildings on Chartres-street, which destroyed two valu- 
able stores, with their contents, and badly damaged 
two others. Loss $10(),0(]0. 

July 9th, 1854. A fire occurred in the Louisiana 
rope-factory, formerly owned by a Mr. Millebank, which 
occupied a whole square. The building, with its con- 
tents, consisting of machinery, rop^, hemp, &c., was 
destroyed. The flames spread to the opposite side of 
Tchoupitoulas-street, destroying several frame build- 
ings belonging to J. M. Bach. A cofifee-house on the 
corner of Pleasant and Tchoupitoulas streets soon 
caught fire, and in a short time was consumed, with 
most 0^* the furniture. An apothecary shop on the upper 
side of Pleasant-street caught fire, and was badly dam- 
aged. Loss $220,000. 

August 5th, 1854. A fire broke out in the warehouse 
of E. J. Hart & Co., on Tchoupitoulas-street. The up- 
per part of the building was occupied by Hart & Co., 
the lower by Wright & Co. The first intimation that 
Wright & Co. had of the fire was the flames pouring 
down the hatchway ; and in a few minutes the whole 
building was in a sheet of flames. The fire spread 
with great rapidity, crossed Tchoupitoulas-street, and 
extended back of Fouche-street. The heat was in- 
tense. The day itself was one of the hottest of the sea- 
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son, and this, united with the heat of the fire, almost 
drove the firemen from the engines. The gutters of the 
streets were filled with oil, hquor, and other inflannnn- 
ble material, and many of the engines had their suction 
pipes in them, rather increasing than subduing the 
flames. The heat for a couple of hours was so intense 
that the firemen could work at the brakes but a few 
minutes at a time, and several persons were sun-struck. 
The flames speedily made their way into a row of 
buildings on Magazine-street, between Poydras and 
Lafayette streets, occupied by the well-known firms of 
Owen & Co., Shultse, Hadden <fe Co., Woodrufl* & Co., 
and Parmlce <fc Brothers. The walls of these buildings 
were supposed to be fire- proof, but they did not deserve 
the credit. Pork, lard, bacon, liquor, oil, gunny-bags, 
rope, and such material, when all in flames at once, 
are strong tests of fire-proof walls; and these speedily 
failed. 

Fortunately, the walls fell without injuring any one, 
afibrding better facilities for getting at the fire. The 
stores of W. H. Cook & Co., and Converse & Co., were 
not so fortunate, for the walls fell outward^, burying 
three persons beneath the ruins. The flames crossed 
Commerce-street, and set fire to several buildings on 
Magazine-street. A number of buildings on the upper 
side of Lafayette-street, with several on the levee side of 
Tchoupitoulas-street, were burned. At the time the 
fire broke out the fire-plugs were dry, it was almost 
impossible to obtain water, and the fire raged for five 
hours with great fury before it could be subdued, de- 
stroying twenty large buildings, with their contents, 
occupied by twenty-si^ firms, all of whom were heavy 
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losers. Three persons were killed by the falling walls. 
Loss |l,<3()0,0()0. 

November 21 st, 1854. A fire broke out in Placide's 
Varieties, situated on GIravier-street. The flames, owing 
to the combustible material in the building, spread 
with great rapidity, and in the short space of two hours 
all that remained was smouldering ruins. The Ravels 
had just commenced an engagement at the theatre, 
and lost their wardrobe, with other paraphernalia. The 
wardrobe which belonged to the theatre was consumed 
with the building. Loss $^,(X)0. 

December 3 ith, 1854:. A fire occurred in the build- 
ing known as the Mechanics' Institute, which was en- 
tirely destroyed, with the library, which cost ten thou- 
sand dollars, and was one of the finest in the state. 
Loss $70,(RM). 

February 2d, 1855. A fire broke out in the grocery 
store of H. S. Stone, which was burned, with the con- 
tents. From thence the fire spread to the large iron- 
foundery of Tybell E. Edwards, which was entirely 
destroyed, with the machinery and patterns. Loss 
j^l2o,UU(). • 

May 6th, 1855. A fire was discovered in a building 
on the corner of St. Charles and Gravier streets, wliiah 
soon communicated to the Exchange News Room, 
Vamachie's Museum, and the store of Sherman, Ward 
& Co., all of which were entirely consumed, with most 
of their contents. Loss $75,000. 

September 21st, 1855. A fire broke out in a block 
of four stores situated on St. Charles-street. It spread 
very rapidly, and in a short time the whole block was 
a heap of ruins. The building in which the New Or- 
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leans Daily Bee was printed was badly damaged. 
Loss estimated at $60,000. 

June 9ih, 1856. A fire occurred in the Eagle Coffee 
House, which was destroyed, with the grocery store of 
Edward Connery. The furniture of the hotel, with 
most of the goods in the grocery store, was consumed. 
Loss $35,000. 

12* 



CHAPTER VII. 

MOMLE FIRE DEPARTMENT. 

The rules and regulations of the Fire Department of 
this city differing very much from those of any other, 
the author has inserted them, in their printed order, for 
the benefit of the firemen who may read this book, be- 
cause tliey always take an interest in the modes of 
management of the fire departments of the different 
cities in the Union. We hope that none will feel 
slighted by not seeing the regulations of the department 
to which they are attached published m this work; for 
it would be an impossibility to insert all in a work of 
this size ; and, as the rules by which the fire depart- 
ments are governed in many of the cities are nearly the 
same, it would be superfluous to publish them. 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A FIRE DEPARTMENT IN THE CITY 

OF MOBILE. 

Section 1. Be it ordained by the Mayor ^ Aldermen 
and Common Council of the city of Mobile, That, for 
the purposes heremafter mentioned, there shall be such 
number of fire-engine, hook-and-ladder, hose and bucket 
companies, as may be deemed expedient by the corpo- 
ration. For the management of each there shall be 



TUB FIREMAN. 189 

a company enrolled and equipped, agreeably to snch 
by-laws as said companies may deem expedient and 
proper, for the purpose of compelling the attendance of 
such members of said companies, in case of a fire, or in 
case of an alarm of fire; and the said companies sliull 
elect from their number such officers to comma n<l the 
same as they may deem proper; and the said oifirers, 
when so elected, shall have and exercise the powtT 
aforesaid of compelling the attendance of members 
agreeably to the by-laws that may be adopted, and also 
to demand and collect all fines that may be incurred by 
the laws of said companies. The said officers may re- 
cover the same by complaint of the mayor, or any one 
of' the aldermen, as in violation of the ordinances of 
the city. 

Sec. 2. Be it further ordained, That it shall be the 
duty of each company to take care of. and keep in good 
order, their respective engines, hose, hook-and-ladder, 
and other apparatus, and have them at all times ready 
for use ; and all fines collected shall be for the use of 
said companies. 

Sec. 3. Be it further ordained^ That, from the pas- 
sage of this act, each officer, member, honorary mem- 
ber, and the fire wardens of the Fire Department of 
this city, shall be exempt from paying a city poll tax, 
as long as they shall remain members of .this depart- 
ment. 

Sec. 4. Be it further ordained, 1 hat, for the more 
effectually perfecting the firemen in their duties, and 
keeping and preserving the said fire engines and appa- 
ratus from decay, it shall be the duty of the foreman, 
or officer in command, of each and every company, to 
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cause their said engines and apparatus to be worked at 
least once a month by the said companies ; and if any 
officer in command shall neglect such duties, he shall 
forfeit and pay for every default the sum of five dollars, 
to be recovered before tlie mayor or any one of the 
aldermen. 

Sec. 5. Be it further ordained, That it shall be the 
duty of said foreman, as often as any fire shall break 
out ia said city, to repair immediately upon the alarm 
thereof to their respective engines or other fire appara- 
tus, and convey the same near the place where such 
fire shall happen, unless otherwise directed by the 
Chief or other engineer, and there, in conformity with tbe 
directions given by the Chief Engineer, manage the 
said engines and other apparatus, to the best advan- 
tage; and when the fire is extinguished, shall not re- 
move therefrom but by permission of the Chief or other 
engineer in command. 

Sec. 6. Be it further ordained, That no fire engine 
or other fire apparatus shall be removed from or taken 
from its house, unless a member of the company to 
which the same may belong shall be present, under the 
penalty of ten dollars for every such offence. 

Sec 7. Be it further ordained, That it shall be the 
duty of the officers of every fire company to report all 
violations of the above section to the Chief or other 
engineer. 

Sec 8. Be it further ordained, That hereafter the 
Fire Department shall be under the control and man- 
agement of one principal or Chief Engineer, and two 
other persons, known as First and Second AssistaHt 
Engineers, to be elected from among the' Fire Depart- 
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ment, annually, by the qualified voters or white firemen 
of the several fire companies of Mobile, and the eight 
Fire Wardens of the city, on the second Monday of 
April of each year. Said election to be conducted 
under the management of an officer or delegate from 
each fire company, or by any three of said officers or 
delegates. 

Sec. 9. Be it further ordained^ That no person ex- 
cept the Fire Wardens shall vote at the said election, 
who has not been elected a member of one of the fire 
companies thirty days previous to said election; and 
it is hereby made the duty of the secretaries of the fire 
companies to furnish an attested Ust of the members of 
their companies. 

Sec. 10. Be it further ordmned. That it is hereby 
made the duty of the several officers commanding the 
fire companies, to obey all orders of the Chief Engi- 
neers or their Assistants, when emanating from the 
Chief, or the one in command, either in time of fire or 
at an alarm of fire; and it shall be the duty of the en- 
gineer in command to place himself in the most advan- 
tageous and conspicuous station for giving directions 
to the firemen ; and the orders of the engineer so in 
command shall be paramount to all others. 

Sec. 11. Be it further ordained^ That it shall be 
the duty of the engineer in command to inspect the 
several fire engines, hose and other fire apparatus, as 
often as he may deem it necessary, but not less than once 
in each month ; and when any of the engines or appa- 
ratus shall require repairs, he shall cause the same to 
be done at the expense of the city; and it shall be his 
duty to make a report of the state of the several com- 
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panics once in each year, together with the names of all 
members of the department, and the companies to 
which they belong, which report shall be published in 
one of the city newspapers. 

Sec. 12. Be it further ordained^ That any officer 
of any fire company, refusing or neglecting to obey the 
orders of the engineer in command, in time of an alarm 
or fire, shall be fined in a sum not less than five, or 
more than twenty dollars, upon conviction of such 
offence before the mayor or any one of the aldermen 
of the city of Mobile. 

Sec. 13. Be it further ordained^ That all persons 
attending fires, not members of the Fire Department, 
are hereby required to a^ssist the firemen, if called upon 
so to do by any officer of the department, or any officer 
of any company belonging to the department, or by 
either of the Fire Wardens, and any person refusing or 
neglecting to render reasonable aid, shall be fined the 
sum of twenty dollars, upon conviction of the same 
before the proper authorities. 

Sec. 14. Be it further ordained^ That the Chief 
Engineer and the Assistants shall, for neglect of duty, 
be fined twenty jdollars; and for not attending a fire, 
unless he or they can give a good and sufficient excuse, 
the sum of ten dollars. 

Sec. 15. Be it further ordaived^ That the Chief or 
other engineer in command shall have power and au- 
thority, with the concurrence of the other engineers, or 
the mayor, or one of the aldermen, to pull down or re- 
move, or cause to be pulled down or removed, any 
building, matter or thing, which they may deem neces- 
sary to suppress the ravages of the conflagration. 



THB FIREMAN. 148 

Sec. 16. Be it fwther ordained^ That the said engi- 
neers shall be furnished annually, at the expense of the 
city, if required, with a fire-cap (such as is worn by 
the firemen in New York) and a trumpet each : Pro- 
vided^ the expense for all the engineers does not exceed 
seventy-five dollars in any one year ; and the said caps 
are to be painted blue, and lettered Chief Engineer, 
First Assistant and Second Assistant Engineers. 

Sec. 17. Be it further ordained^ That there shall 
be eight Fire Wardens elected (two from each district) 
by the firemen at the same time and place, and in the 
same manner of electibg the engineers, whose duty it 
shall be, immediately on the alarm of fire, to repair to 
the place where it may be, aiKl aid and assist in the 
preservation of property, and to keep all idle and sus- 
picious persons at a proper distance from the fire and 
its vicinity. 

Sec. 18. Be it further ordained. That the Fire 
Wardens may choose out of their number a president 
and secretary, in such manner, and at such time as 
they may think proper, and may make rules regulating 
the time and manner of conducting the elections, and 
imposing such fines as in their judgment may best 
secure the performance of the duties of said wardens, 
both at fires and in visiting buildings, and in other 
duties in their respective districts; and disobedience to 
such rules and regulations shall subject the wardens so 
disobeying to a fine of ten dollars. 

Sec. 19. Be it further ordained^ That it shall be 
the duty of said wardens, twice in every year, viz., in 
the months of November and May, and as much oftener 
as jthey may think proper, to examine the dwelling- 
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houses and other buildings in their respective districts, 
i'or the purpose of ascertaining all violation of the ordi- 
nances, '-enacted effectually to protect the city of Mo- 
bile from destruction by fire;'' and also examine the 
fire-plAces, hearths, chimneys, stoves and pipes thereto, 
ovens, boilers, kettles, and anything which in their 
opinion may be dangerous in causing or promoting fire ; 
and, upon finding any of them defective or dangerous, 
they, or 'either of them, shall direct the owner or occu- 
pant thereof, either by a printed or written notice, to 
alter, or remove, or amend, the same in such manner, 
and in such reasonable time, as they or either of them 
may deem necessary; and in case of neglect or refusal 
so to do, the party so •offending shall forfeit and pay 
twenty-five dollars, for every day after the time allowed 
as aforesaid. 
_ ;;■■* Sec. 20. Be it further ordained^ That it shall more- 
over be the duty of the Fire Wardens, or either of them, 
at such time aforesaid, to enter into and examine all 
buildings, livery or other stables, hay-boats or vessels, 
and places where gunpowder, shavings, or other com- 
bustible materials, may be lodged, and give such direc- 
tions in writing on the premises as may be deemed ne- 
cessary by them or him, relative to the moving thereof; 
and in case of neglect or refusal on the part of the pos- 
sessor of any such combustible material, or any of them, 
to remove or secure the same within the time and man- 
ner directed by the said Fire Wardens, or either of 
them; the party so offending shall forfeit and pay 
twenty-five dollars for every day's neglect to remove 
or secure the same. 
. Sec. 21. Be it further ordained^ That it shall be 
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the duty of the marshal and police officers to repair 
immediately on the alarm of fire to the place where 
such fire may be« and it shall be the duty of the police 
officers then and there to report themselves to the mar- 
shal, and to conform to such orders as may be given 
them by the mayor or any one of the aldermen, for the 
preservation of the public peace, and the removal of all 
idle and suspicious persons or others, not actively and 
usefully employed in aiding the extinguishment of such 
fire, or in the preservation of property ; and if the mar- 
shal or any one of the police officers shall not attend at 
such fire, or shall neglect to report himself, or to obey 
any order that may be given as aforesaid, he shall for- 
feit and pay the sum of ten dollars. 

Sec. 22. Be it further ordained^ That no engine, 
hose-cart, or hook-and-ladder carriage, shall be run upon 
the paved side- walks of the city of Mobile, except in 
the immediate vicinity of the fire ; and if any engine, 
hose-cart, or hook-and-ladder carriage, be run on the 
side-walks aforesaid, the company to whom said engine 
or carriage shall belong shall be fined in the sum of 
five dollars for each offence. 

Sec. 23. Be it further ordained, That all fines im- 
posed by this ordinance, including the forfeitures of 
powder,, be and the same are hereby appropriated to the 
firemen's fund, for the benefit of sick and disabled fire- 
men and their families. 

And be it fvrther ordained, That the said Engineers, 
Fire Wardens and Fire Companies, are hereby author- 
ized and empowered to form an Association, to be called 
The Fire Department of the City of Mobile, and to 
make such by-laws as they may deem expedient for the 

13 
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government of said department : Provided^ said by-laws 
shall in no way conflict with the city ordinances, the 
laws of the State of Alabama or of the United States. 

Sec. 24. Be it further ordained^ That all fines, pen- 
alties and forfeitures, assessed in the foregoing ordi- 
nances, shall be recovered before the mayor or any of 
the aldermen of the city of Mobile. 

Sec. 25. Be it further ordained^ That the fire limits 
in4he city of Mobile shall be as follows : Commencing 
at the eastern side of Canal-street, running through the 
same to Royal-street, including all east of Royal to 
Monroe-street, all north of Monroe to Franklin-street, 
all east of Franklin to St. Anthony-street, all south of 
St. Anthony to Conception-street, all east of Conception 
to Adams-street, all south of Adams-street to Royal- 
street, all east of Royal-street to One Mile Creek, or such 
portion of said creek as may be found within the cor- 
porate limits of said city. 

Sec. 26. Be it further ordained^ That within the 
limits as set forth in the foregoing section, it shall not 
be lawful for any person or persons to erect or construct 
any wooden or other building or buildings, except those 
to be erected or constructed with brick or stone, without 
first having applied for and obtained permission from 
the mayor, aldermen and common council. 

Sec 27. Be it further ordained^ That if any person 
or persons shall either directly or indirectly build or 
cause to be built, or shall knowingly suffer any wooden 
or other building, except as aforesaid, to be built upon 
his, her or their lot or lots, within the limits or bounda- 
ries as aforesaid, without first having obtained permis- 
sion from the corporate authorities aforesaid, such per^* 
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son or persons so offending shall^or each and every 
day be, she or they shall continue to violate the pro- 
visions of this ordinance, forfeit and pay the sum of 
fifteen dollars, to be recovered before the mayor, or any 
one of the aldermen of said city. 



AN ORDINANCE FOR PllEVENTING FIRES. 

Section 1. Be it ordained by the Mayor, Aldermen 
and Com/mon Council of the city of Mobile, That it 
shall be the duty of each owner or occupant of every 
house within this city to sweep, or cause to be swept, 
at least once a month, any chimney where he, she or 
they habitually keep a fire ; and if any chimney shall 
take fire through neg)^t of being properly swept and 
cleaned, the occupant of the house, room or apartment 
to which such chimney appertains, shall forfeit and pay 
the sum of five dollars. 



REPORT OF THE CmEF ENGINEER OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT FOR 

1856 — 1857. 

To the Ho^rable the Mayor, Aldermen and Common 

Council of the city of Mobile, 
Gentlemen : In conformity with Section 11 of the Fire 
Ordinance, I herewith present, for the consideration of 
your honorable boards, this my Annual Report of the 
condition and of the operations of the Fire Department, 
for the year ending April 1st, 1857. Under the appro- 
priate heads you will find a report of the condition of 
the several companies, and also a list of all the oflicers 
and members of the department; the number of fires 
and false alarms; the causes and losses, so far as it 
has been possible to ascertain ; the number of fire-plugs 
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and cisterns availa^e ; the resources of the department, 
and such other information as was deemed important. 
There has been an addition to the department during 
the year of two superior engines, and there are in con- 
templation further additions to be made during the 
coming year. There has been a considerable degree of 
activity visible in the department, ^nd a disposition to 
prove as efficient as possible manifested by ail the com- 
panies. 

I respectfully call your attention to the report of the 
indebtedness of the city to the department, and would 
remark that though suffering many inconveniences in 
consequence of impoverished treasuries, the department 
have borne patiently the inconveniences, and in many 
instances paid, from their private funds, the necessary 
repairs of apparatus. But, gentlemen, there is a limit 
beyond which the patience of your Fire Department 
should not be expected to extend, and if you value their 
services, now given gratuitously, it would be well that 
you without delay provide them the means of paying 
their indebtedness for repairs, and proviSe for their 
necessary expenses, else you may find it necessary to 
meet the expenses of a paid department at a cost of ten 
times as much as your present volunteer department 
costs you. The individual subscriptions, dues and 
fines, of the members amount to a sum annually as 
great as that which is appropriated by the city, and 
this contribution in a majority of cases comes from men 
who have not a dollar at stake. 

I would suggest the propriety of employing a compe- 
tent person to take charge of and keep in repair all the 
hose and apparatus of the department, and that such 



TAB FUIKMAN. 149 

an appropriation be made as to enable him to devote 
his whole time, under the directiqp of the Chief En- 
gineer, to this duty. This should be done at the ex- 
pense of the city; and if acted upon will result in 
saving the department a large amount of hose that will 
be otherwise lost. 

I respectfully call your attention to the great want 
of a better supply of water. The hydrants cannot be 
depended upon in case of large fires, and the few cis- 
terns we have are the private property of the citizens 
upon whose premises they are constructed, and I ques- 
tion very much the right (which we are forced to exer- 
cise too often) to use them. I would recommend the 
construction of cisterns in those portions of the city 
where there is the least supply of water, and where 
they are most needed, where in many instances valua- 
ble property has been destroyed to an amount that 
would have more than paid for all the cisterns needed 
throughout the entire city. 

The city is increasing in size and population every 
year, and there is necessarily a proportionate increase 
in the labors of the fire companies. They have longer 
distances to run, and more frequent calls; a much 
greater loss of time must of necessity be the result; 
and unless the department is better sustained than it 
has been, and greater facilities afibrded for the dis- 
charge of its self-imposed duties, it is to be feared that 
it will lose many if not all of its most valuable mem- 
bers. 

In successfully combating conflagrations, an abun- 
dant supply of water is, as every one knows, absolutely 
necessary. I therefore feel it my duty, as Chief En- 

13* 
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gineer of the Fire Department, to direct attention to 
the condition of the^City Water Works; 1 would state, 
then, that there is not a .fire-plug on the line of -the 
main pipe from the western city limits to a point on 
Dauphin-street, between Dearborn and Warren streets, 
a distance of nearly two miles. In several other parts 
of the city, also, where iron pipes are laid, there are no 
fire-plugs. 

Another important fact, and one which, I conceive, 
deserves more than ordinary attention from your hon- 
orable bodies, is that eight miles of mains within the 
city are lead pipes. A large portion of these leaden 
pipes are from a half inch to one inch in diameter. To 
these there are, of course, no fire-plugs attached. Now, 
they arc, or are not, pipes. If the charter be consulted, 
I think you will agree with me that, according to the 
spirit of that instrument, they are not what was in- 
tended on the part of the city. 

Believing, as I do, that the Water Works, as they 
now exist, are of scarcely any use in the extinguish- 
ment of fires, I would recommend that a number of 
cisterns be constructed at different points in the city, 
say in front of the churches and other public buildings. 
A few reservoirs of this character, capable of contain- 
ing 30,000 gallons each, would give more security to 
the property of our citizens than would half a dozen 
establishments of the character of the Mobile Water 
Works. In this connection, I would recommend that 
the well at the corner of Stone and Franklin streets be 
cleaned out, and a new covering placed over it ; also, 
that several more large wells be dug in the outskirts of 
the city. 
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I would stiggest to the city aathorities the expediency 
of an ordinance, giving the marshal authority to re- 
move at once all rubbish caused by fires. Yon are no 
doubt aware of the fact that, after the retirement of the 
different engine companies from the late scene of con- 
flagration on Dauphin-street, the department was called 
out ais often as seven times, and all for the want of an 
ordinance to reach the owners of the property. 

The fire laws of the city require, as I conceive, some 
amendment. It is well known that quite a number of 
buildings have been erected upon wooden girders. In 
cases of fire in such houses, the firemen are of course 
subjected to great danger. The plan of erecting a 
three-story edifice, with the wall of the second and 
third stories, as well as the roof, resting upon wooden 
beams, should be no longer tolerated. The subject, I 
conceive, should claim your earliest attention. Should 
you deem it of sufiicient importance to require a new 
enactment, or an amendment of the existing ordinance, 
I think it should be made obligatory to tise iron girders 
for the support of all walls within the fire limits. I 
conceive it important also that a certain thickness of 
walls should be required in all future structures of 
brick within the fire limits. 

As perfect system and uniformity are necessary for 
effectiveness, I would recommend the adoption of a 
standard size of hose to be used by this department, 
say two and a half inch butts. At present the hose of 
any two companies will hardly connect, and much of it 
is entirely too large for service. I would call to your 
attention the fact that the department is now in want 
of one thousand feet of hose, which, if ordered, should 
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be of uriifonn size. The local insurance companies 
have contributed to the Fire Department during the 
past year the sum of two thousand four hundred dollars, 
all of which has gone to the purchase of hose and the 
repair of apparatus. 

I would respectfully request that the subject matter 
of this report be referred to a special committee of your 
honorable bodies. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 



The Fire Department is composed of 1 chief en- 
gineer ; 2 assistant engineers ; 279 honorary members*; 
387 active members ; 8 engines ; 186 feet suction hose 
in good order ; 3,600 feet leading hose in good order, 
and as much in bad order; 9 hose trucks; 2 hook- 
and-ladder trucks ; 14 ladders; 6 hooks; 18 axes; 
23 cisterns and wells ; 138 hydrants ; 6 engines not in 
use. 

All of the officers of the department are elected an- 
nually by the members of the department, and are ex- 
officio members of the board of officers. Their regular 
meetings are held on the second Thursday of April, 
July, October, and January of each year. 

The companies meet for washing and inspection at 
their respective houses on the first Monday of every 
month. 

The department assembles for public inspection by 
the engineers and for quarterly washing on the first 
Monday of April, July, October and January. 

A public celebration of the department takes place 
annually on the ninth of April, 
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The election of engineers and fire wardens occurs 
annually on the second Monday of April. 

The following are the names of the difierent compa- 
nies, with the number of men attached to each com- 
pany : 

Mobile Hook-and-Ladder Company, No. 1 — has forty- 
four active and twenty-three honorary members ; one 
truck in good order, ten ladders, also two scaling lad- 
ders, four tormentors, four hooks and eighteen axes, — 
all in good order. 

Creole Engine Company, No. 1 — has thirty active 
and thirty honorary members; two second-class Phila- 
delphia engines, one in good order and one in bad order; 
one hose-carriage in good order; four hundred feet of 
hose in good order, and four hundred and fifty feet in 
bad ord^. 

Neptune Engine Company, No. 2 — has thirty-nine 
active and twenty-five honorary members ; one first- 
class Philadelphia engine in good order; two hose- 
trucks, one in good order, the other in bad order ; three 
hundred and fifty feet of hose in good order, one hun- 
dred feet in bad order. 

Franklin Fire Company, No. 3 — has thirty-seven 
active and thirty-eight honorary members ; one first- 
class New York engine in good order, one hose-truck in 
bad order, two hundred and fifty feet of hose in good 
order. This company has a new hose-truck building; 
also has bought four hundred feet of hose, which is 
daily expected. 

Merchants' Engine Company, No. 4 — has sixty-six 
active and fifty-one honorary members; two New York 
engines, one first-class in good order, one second-class 
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in bad order; two hose-trucks, one in good order, the 
other in bad order ; two hundred feet of hose in good 
order, three hundred feet in bad order. This company 
has two hundred and fifty feet of new hose, which is 
daily expected to arrive. 

Torrent Engine Company, No. 5 — has seventy ac- 
tive and thirty honorary members; one second-class 
New York engine in bad order, two hose-trucks in good 
order, three hundred feet of hose in good order. This 
company requires a new engine. 

Phcenix Engine Company, No. 6 — has forty-three ac- 
tive and twenty-five honorary members; one second- 
class Philadelphia engine in bad order and unfit for 
service, one hose-truck in good order, one hundred feet 
of hose in good order. This company has a first-class 
. New York engine, which is daily expected to arrive; 
also three hundred and fifty feet of new ho* nearly 
completed. 

Mechanics' Engine Company, No. 7 — has thirty-six 
active and twenty-six honorary members ; two New 
York engines, one first-class in good order, one second- 
class in very bad order ; one hose- truck in bad order, 
four hundred and fifty feet of hose in good order. 

Washington Engine Company, No. 8 — has twenty- 
six active and thirty honorary members ; two New 
York engines, one first-class in good order, one second- 
class in bad order; two. hose-trucks, one in good order, 
the other in bad order* two hundred and fifty feet of 
hose in good order, one hundred and fifty feet in bad 
order. 



The first large fire, of which we have any account, 
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occurred in 1820. It broke out in a cotton-gin honse, 
situated in the heart of the city, and raged for a num- 
ber of hours, destroying a vast amount of property. 
From that time to the present tlie city has suffered, at 
various times, mucli from extensive fires. 

April 12th, 1820. A fire broke out, at nine o'clock, 
p. M., in a cotton-gin house in the centre of the city. It 
raged for five hours with unparalleled fury, leaving the 
city a scene of smoking ruins. Many who were wealthy 
were reduced to poverty by this sad calamity. Loss 
unknown, as no details of the fire were given. 

October 21st, 182T. A fire was discovered in the Mobile 
Hotel, and, before a line for the passage of water could 
be formed to the river, the hotel was enveloped in flames. 
A strong north-west wind sprung up at that time, and 
the contiguous buildings caught with the quickness of 
powder, the scene of the conflagration becoming more 
and more extended, until the intensity of the heat was 
so great and the torrent of fire so impetuous, that every- 
thing wooden or brick, fire-proof or not, disappeared 
before it like columns of snow. Neither was there time 
for those who lived at a distance to s»ve either goods 
or furniture, so rapidly did the fire spread. In some 
instances merchants lost entire sets of books with all 
their papers. In the short space of six hours every 
building on the west side of Royal-street, from the ho- 
tel to the cotton-press of Eslava, and on the east side 
of the street every building between the Alabama Hotel 
down to Government-street, was consumed. In Dau- 
phin-street, the fire extended from the house of Mr. 
Bredin to the river, and south of that street nearly op- 
posite of the river ; also in Conti-street, north from the 
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corner of Royal-street to the river ; on Water and Com- 
merce streets, both sides from the corner of Francis- 
street to Government-street, sweeping wharf and every- 
thing in its course. 

The heart of the town was destroyed by this fire. 
The flames seized everything in their devouring vortex, 
and where once stood three principal hotels of the city, 
the extensive brick warehouses, the cotton-presses, that 
seemed in strength and material to defy alike not only 
the ravages of time, but of every element, was nothing 
but a heap of broken bricks and ashes. The most 
business part of the town was burned, and many of the 
wealthiest nierchants were reduced to want Two 
hundred buildings were destroyed. Loss $1,00Q,000. 

From this time up to 1837 the author has not been 
' able to find any fires worth noticing. In that year the 
largest fire that ever occurred in Mobile took place. 

November 18th, 1837. A fire occurred, which de- 
stroyed a number of buildings ; and the further progress 
of the flames was arrested by pulling down several 
frame dwelling-houses. A high wind prevailing at the 
time, the fire spread very rapidly, threatening to destroy 
a large amount of property. Loss $30,000. 

June 23d, 1838. A fire broke out in a large brick 
house, and was not extinguished till the adjoining four- 
story building, with the counting-houses of Childs, 
Hiblen & Co., Russell, 'Stebin & Co., and the store of 
John Stimpson, with all their books and papers, were 
entirely destroyed. Loss $60,000. 

October 7th, 1839. The people were aroused, on the 
evening of the 7th, by an alarm of fire, which proved to 
be on Conception-street, between Dauphin and Conti 
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Streets. The wind was blowing fresh from the south- 
east. The fire extended down Danphin-slreet to Rice's 
bake-shop. Up town, it was driven on witli grout ve- 
locity by the wind, destroying everything before it ; 
and, as no water was to be had, it was utterly hopeless 
to contend with the fury of the flames. All that saved 
the northern and western portion of the city from de- 
struction was the blowing up of a large number of build- 
ings. This was one of the most disastrous fires that 
ever occurred in the city of Mobile. Fourteen squares, 
containing six hundred buildings, by daylight the next 
morning were a mass of smouldering ruins. Estimated 
loss $2,000,000. 

October 10th, 1839. The government theatre took 
fire, . and was burned, with several dwelling-houses. 
Owing to the combustible material in the theatre thcT 
fire raged for two hours with great fierceness. Esti- 
mated loss $40,000. 

March 31st, 1840. A fire broke out in the store of 
W. H. Kelly, which soon communicated to the adjoin- 
ing buildings, and, before the progress of the flames 
could be arrested, the building in which the fire origin- 
ated, with four large stores and their contents, was en- 
tirely destroyed. Loss $45,000. 

June, 1848. A fire broke out in the warehouse of a 

Mr. Tuthill, which was destroyed, with four hundred 

bales of cotton. It then communicated to the irou- 

foundery and machine-shop of A. D. Spear & Co., which 

. were entirely consumed. Loss $40,000. 

November 11th, 1852. A fire occurred, whicli de- 
stroyed property to a large amount before it could be 
subdued. Loss $70,000. 

14 
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September 11th, 1854. A fire broke out, which 
burned with great fury for two hours, destroying prop- 
erty to the vahie of seventy thousand dollars. 

September 12th, 1854. Another fire occurred, which 
destroyed considerable property. Of these two fires no 
details were given, excepting that they occurred, and 
that property to a certain amount was destroyed. Loss 
$20,000. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

SAVANNAH FIRE DEPARTMENT. 

The Fire Department of Savannah differs somewhat 
from those of several of the southern cities. In this 
city the companies are composed mostly of blacks, who 
perform the service of firemen, while the officers are 
white, The department is under the control of a board 
of managers consisting of the officers of* the companies, 
with the Chief Fireman and his Assistants, who. have 
the power of making snch rules for the better manage- 
ment of the department as they think proper. A part 
of the engines are manned by white citizens, a part by 
free persons of color, and a part by slaves. The ser- 
vices rendered by the free persons of color are gratu- 
itous, with the exception of a personal exemption from 
taxation by the city. The slaves who are attached to 
the engines are allowed by the rules and regulations 
twelve and a half cents an hour for their services at 
nres. By the laws which govern the department they 
are allowed fifty men to each engine company, and 
twenty to each hose-carriage. 

The following is a list of the officers and members of 
the Savannah Fire Department: 

Montgomery Gumming, . . . Chief Fireman. 

Francis Blair, Second do. 

J. F. Doe, Third do. 
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D. H. Stewart, J. C. Taylor, W. B. Mell, R. D.Walker, 
George Galley, J. W. Wilson, R. G. Ferguson, Orson 
Barber, N. Lovell, Solomon Zeigler, W. S. McFarland, 
H. H. Linville, John Gilliland, H. D. Headman, A. H. 
Waver, N. B. Brown, John Hamlet, William Wright, 
John Nieolson. 

Ex- Officio Members. — James T. Biickner, H. F. Wil- 
link, Jr., F. McAleer, George Ott, Valentine Baxter. 



In accordance with the request of His Honor the 
Mayor, I bt>g leave to make the following statement of 
the fire companies attached to the Savannah Fire De- 
partment, and of the apparatus in their charge. 

Oglethorpe Fire Company, No. 1. — Engine House in 
Liberty Square.. James T. Buckner and S. F. Spersegger, 
Chief Officers. It is composed of citizens, and consists 
of thirty-five members. This company owns its engine 
and hose-carriage, and has also in its charge, tempo- 
rarily, a four-wheel hose-carriage belonging to the city. 
This company has four hundred feet of good hose, and 
four hundred of old and inferior hose. 

Engine No. 1. — House in Reynolds Square. Orson 
Barber and H. P. Headman, Managers. This engine, 
with hose-carriage attached, is manned by eighty slaves, 
and has four hundred feet of hose in good order. 

Engine No. 2. — House in Reynolds Square. William 
R. Mell and R. G. Ferguson, Managers. This engine, 
with hose-carriage attached, is manned by seventy-nine 
slaves, and has one hundred and fifty feet of hose in 
pood order, and three hundred feet of old hose. 

Engine No. 8. — House in Franklin Square. John W. 
Wilson and Jolm Gilliland, Managers. This engine, 
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with hose-carriage attached, is manned by sixty slaves. 
It has four hundred feet of hose in good order. 

Engine No. 4. — House in Wright Square. Solomon 
Zeigler and H. H. Linville, Managers. This engine, 
with hose-carriage attached, is manned by sixty-five 
free persons of color, and has four hundred and sixty 
feet of hose in good order. 

Engine No. 7. — House corner of Farm and Indian 
streets. William S. McParland, Manager. This engine, 
with hose-carriage attached, is manned by seventy- 
three slaves, and has three hundred feet of hose in good 
order. 

Engine No. 8. — House at Fireman's Hall. N. Lovell 
and N. B. Brown, Managers. This engine, with hose- 
carriage attached, is manned by seventy-eight slaves, 
and has six hundred feet of hose in good order. 

Washington Fire Company, No. 9. — House in Wash- 
ington Square. Henry F. Willink, Jr., and Francis 
McAleer, Chief Officers. It is composed of citizens, and 
consists of fifty-two active members. This company 
has in charge an engine and hose-carriage, and seven 
hundred feet of hose. 

Germania, No. 10. — House in St. Julien-street, near 
Franklin square. George Ott and Valentine Baxter, 
Chief Officers. This company has in its possession 
a four-wheeled hose-carriage, manned by forty-eight 
members, and has six hundred feet of hose. 

Engine No. 11. — House in Johnson's Square. Wil- 
liam Wright and A. H. Waver, Managers. This en- 
gine, with hose-carriage attached, is manned by ninety- 
six slaves, and has six hundred and fifty feet of hose in 
good order. 

14* 
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Hose-Cakriage, No. 1 — George W. Galley, Man- 
ager — is manned by twentjr-one slaves, and has four 
hundred feet of good hose. 

Hose-Carriage," No. 2 — John Nicholson, Manager — 
is manned by twenty-five free men of color, and has 
three hundred feet of hose in good order. 

In addition to the above there is one hook-and-ladder 
truck, manned by free citizens of color — twenty-eight 
ladders, twenty-three hooks, and three hook-ropes. 



January 10th, 1820. A fire originated in the stables 
back of Mrs. Piatt's boarding-house, in Market Square, 
and soon reached Baptist Square. The fire-proof house 
of Mr. Munnigen and the open square arrested the 
flames in that direction. The fire reached the bay on 
the corner of Barnard-street, sweeping everything be- 
fore it in its course ; from thence to the corner of 
llabersham-street, where it was finally arrested. It 
extended as far back from the bay as Brougham-street, 
every building being completely destroyed in that direc- 
tion. Many of the buildings were cleared of their con- 
tents, and the articles removed were afterwards de- 
stroyed in the streets. The fire would have been 
checked in Market Square had it not been for the ex- 
plosion of some gunpowder, which was stored in one of 
the buildings. This explosion struck with terror almost 
every one, producing much delay and confusion. This 
part of the city was abandoned, and several other ex- 
plosions soon after took place, scattering the burning 
fragments in all directions. Every printing-office in the 
city was burned, and but one solitary dry goods store 
remained. Many families were left houseless, and l\t- 
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erally naked, in the streets, having saved nothing, not 
even their« clothing. A large number of the suffVrors 
were obliged to remain in the streets, without sh<^lror 
the succeeding night, from the impossibility to provide 
accommodations for so many persons who were de- 
prived of their hoines. This was the largest fire that 
had occurred in the United States up to 1820. The 
city was almost literally a heap of smouldering ruins. 
It was supposed it would take nearly thirty years to 
rebuild the burnt portions of the city, and restore it 
again to as flourishing a condition as it was in before 
this awful calamity. There were four hundred and 
sixty-three buildings destroyed in the short -space of 
eight hours. Estimated loss $8,000,000. 

April 13th, 1832. The cotton warehouse of J. Ca- 
nahl, corner of Aberdeen-street, was, with its contents, 
consisting of eleven hundred bales of cotton, destroyed 
by fire. Loss $95,000. 

January 11th, 1836. A fire broke out in the cotton 
shed of J. Cummings, which destroyed the building, 
with a large quantity of cotton. Loss $25,000. 

August lOlh, 1843. A fire occurred in the old United 
States Barracks, in the southern part of the city, and 
when it was first discovered had made great headway. 
The whole northern range of buildings, and the small 
ones adjacent, were entirely destroyed. Sergeant Small, 
who was confined to a bed of sickness, was removed 
with difiiculty. Loss not given. 

March 1st, 1845. A fire was discovered in a brick 
building, corner of Bay and Jeiferson streets, and in a 
short time the whole building was in flames. About 
two thousand bales of cotton had been stored on the 
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lower floor, and were destroyed with the building. 
The Oglethorpe Lodge, the De Kalb Lodge, "and Mag- 
nolia Encampment of Odd Fellows, whose hall was in 
the building, lost all their regalia, which was worth 
twelve thousand dollars ; the smoke being too dense for 
any one to enter the building to save anything. A fire- 
man was killed by the falling of the walls. Loss 
$75,000. 

May 24lh, 1845. A fire broke out in a carpenter 
shop, on the corner of Brougham and Market streets, 
destroying the shop, also the store of Barry & Goodall, 
and several dwelling-houses. Loss $60,000. 

November 17th, 1845. The house of Mrs. Hunter, 
on State-street, together with an adjoining house, was 
destroyed by fire. Loss $20,000. 

March 1st, 1846. A fire commenced in the cotton 
sheds of J. L. Cope, adjoining the stables of Mr. Dillion, 
at the head of Bay-street. These buildings were con- 
sumed, with eighteen hundred bales of cotton, four hun- 
dred bundles of hay, and twelve drays. The dwelling 
of J. Oliver, and a house on Bay-street, were destroyed. 
Estimated loss $60,000. 

April 25, 1850. A fire broke out, which, before it 
could be subdued, destroyed thirty buildings. They 
were mostly wood, and used as retail stores, shops, and 
dwelling-houses. The fire spread very rapidly, and was 
one of the largest which had occurred in this city for 
many years. Loss $80,000. 

April 4th, 1852. Lomar's cotton warehouse, with 
five thousand bales of cotton, was destroyed by fire, 
which then communicated to the British ship Jane 
Hammond, which had just finished loading with cotton 
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for Liverpool, England, and in a short time she was 
burned to the water's edge. The ship Isabella also 
caught fire, and was badly damaged. The smoke from 
the burning cotton was extremely suffocating, and it 
was almost impossible for the firemen to work in ex- 
tinguishing the fire. Loss $250,000. 

May 19tb, 1852. Several dwelling-housps, with the 
Melbodist school-roiom, were destroyed by fire, burning 
with considerable fury for about two hours. Loss not 
given. 

July 31st, 1852. A fire broke out which at one time 
threatened to destroy one half of the city. The build- 
ings in the vicinity of the place where the fire originated 
were wood, and mostly old, the weather extremely hot, 
which, with the scarcity of water, caused the fire to 
burn with unparalleled rapidity, leaping from house to 
house with such velocity that the inmates barely had 
time to escape with their lives. All the buildings from 
Hurlby-street to Margaret-street, and from thence to 
Carrol-street — seventy in all — were destroyed. A large 
number of poor families were rendered homeless and 
penniless by this fire. Those who lost their little, lost 
all they possessed, and were reduced to want. Loss 
$75,000. 

March 17th, 1853. A block of buildings, on the cor- 
ner of Bronghton and Jefferson streets, was destroyed by 
fire. The block was occupied by John Riley, A. Milo, 
J. and G. Bishop, and others. Loss $30,000. 

January 17th, 1854. A fire occurred in Solomon's 
drug store, and in a short time it communicated to 
Hale's shoe store. The fire raged with great fury, and 
the heat from it was intense. The adjoining stores 
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were soon on fire, and in a few hours no less than six 
large stores were consumed, with nearly all of their 
contents. Loss $100,000. 

From this year up to 1857 the author has not been 
able to find any fires in this city where the loss 
amounted to twenty thousand dollars and upward ; no 
ofiicial accounts up to the latter date having come 
under his notice, as has been the case in other large 
cities. 



CHAPTER IX. 

THE FIRE DEFABTMENT OF CHICAGO. 

m 

The Fire Department of this city is conducted upon 
the volunteer system, and is very efficient. The mem- 
bers are allowed all the privileges they could ask for, 
such as the right to parade and visit other localities at 
such times as are most convenient to them. The depart- 
ment is under the control and management of the Board 
of Engineers and the Committee upon the Fire Depart- 
ment. It consists of a chief engineeT and four assistant 
engineers, six hundred and seventy enginemen, one hun- 
dred hosemen, and sixty-eight hook-and-ladder men; 
making a total of eight hundred and thirty-eight men, 
who are connected with fourteen engines, six hose, and 
three liook-and-ladder companies. The engine compa- 
nies are allowed eighty men each, the hose companies 
twenty-five men each, and the hook-and-ladder compa- 
nies forty men each. 

There are ten engines in good condition, three ordi- 
nary, and two building. There are six hose-carriages 
connected with engines in good condition, seven ordi- 
nary, and one building. There* are also six supply 
hose-carriages in good condition, two hook-and-ladder 
trucks in good condition, one ordinary, and one rebuild- 
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ing. There are in use in the department six thousand 
five hundred feet of hose in good order, and three thou- 
sand five hundred feet indiflfereut; making a total of 
ten thousand feet. 

This city has been extremely fortunate in not having 
very many destructive fires. Although it is but ja few- 
years since it wa« a small village, at the present time 
it numbers something near a hundred thousand inhab- 
itants ; and yet scarcely a ddzen large fires have oc- 
curred. The first one of which the author can find any 
record was in 1839. From that year to 1847 there is 
no account given of any fire. One reason probably is 
that there has always been plenty of water, to be had 
at all times ; and many destructive conflagrations have 
taken place merely from the want of water when the 
fire was first discovered. In order that the reader may 
get some insight as to the manner in which the firemen 
in this city obtain* water at fires, we have inserted a 
paragraph from the report of the Chief Engineer. Those 
who hold property upon the banks of the river are 
obliged to keep an open space for the firemen to work 
in when there is a fire. Some of the lessees closed up 
these passage-ways ; of which the chief engineer com- 
plains : — 

" I would also call your attention to the want of 
room at the ends of streets and docks and at the bridges, 
for the Fire Department. Those persons holding leases 
do not keep the stipulated twenty feet clear, and it is 
impossible to get to the river with an engine at very 
many, if any, of the stands leased to persons by the 
city. I would suggest that, if those leases are not to 
be strictly adhered to and kept open, the city should 
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sink water-basins at each crossing street in South 
Water-street, and let into them water from the river 
through such pipe as is used by the sewerage commis- 
sioners, that would not freeze, and would be of vast 
inaportance in case of fire. I would also call your 
attention to the fact that the water commissioners' hy- 
drants are much too far apart for fire purposes, being 
only one ifpon every other corner of a block, wliereas 
there should be one, if «ot two, at the crossing of each 
street The necessity of this has been severely felt, 
having to lay down all the hose in service frequently, 
and then only obtaining two or three streams upon a 
fire, when six or eight should be obtained with the 
same amount of hose. 



October 27th, 1839. A fire broke .otit in a wooden 
house on Lake-street, and extended as far west as the 
store of B. W. Raymond, and east to the corner of Lake 
and Dearborn streets. It then extended along Dear- 
born-street as far as the drug store of S. Sanger. Eigh- 
teen buildings were destroyed. Loss $75,000. 

February 1st, 1847. A fire occurred in the Eagle 
Tavern, which in a few minutes communicated to the 
store of Anderson and Doyle ; from thence to the thea- 
tre, and in three hours' time all of these buildings, with 
most of their contents, were destroyed. Loss $20,000. 

July 22d, 1849. A whole block of buildings, except 
one or two fire-proof stores, was destroyed by fire. The 
buildings were mostly brick, and a large portion of the 
contents was saved. Loss $50,000. 

September 21st, 1849. Several blocks of small woodon 
buildings were destroyed by fire. The weather being 

15 
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hot, everything was dry as tinder, and the progress of 
the fire was very rapid. The buildings were occupied as 
stores, carpenters' shops, and dwelling-houses. Nearly 
all of their contents was destroyed. A child also per- 
ished in the flames. Loss $40,000. 

June 25th, 1851. The dwelling-house of A. S. Bates 
was destroyed by fire. The flames soon communicated 
to the Baptist Church, and in a short time-it was also 
a heap of ruins. Several oth#r buildings were badly 
damaged by fire and water. Loss $40,000. 

August 4th, 1851. A fire was discovered in the ex- 
tensive warehouse of E. N. Haddock, situated on South 
Water-street. It soon communicated to the warehouse 
of H. Norton & Co., and in a few hours both buildings, 
with their contents, were destroyed. The fire crossed 
to the opposite side of the street, and in a few minutes 
was sweeping through a block of twelve houses, which 
in a short time were all consumed, with a portion of 
their contents. Loss $90,000. 

September 4th, 1851. A fire occurred in a building 
in Clark-street, and, before it could be checked, de- 
stroyed the following warehouses and stores : The 
banking-house of Brand & Co., the Lake-street House, 
Jones & Patrick's Exchange, Atkins' jewelry store. 
Chapman's tobacco warehouse, Thompson & Co.'s oil 
store, the telegraph oflice, Culburt & Barton's hat fac- 
tory, and Bonan's drug store ; nearly all of which were 
on Clark- street. The contents were consumed with the 
buildings. Estimated loss $100,000. 

October 5th, 1853. The liquor store of Tirrell & 
Ifarmon was, with its contents, destroyed by fire. 
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Several other bnildings were badly .damaged. Loss 
$25,000. 

August 12th, 1856. A fire broke out in the Walker 
House, on Clarke-street, and soon communicated to Goss 
& Phillips' sash-factory; from thence to the Rock Island 
House, and to Robinson's large \irarelionse ; from thence 
to the Rock Island Railroad freight depot, and the 
Michigan Southern Railroad freight depot, in which 
were a number of loaded cars, which had arrived the 
previous evening. The buildings, with their contents, 
cars and freight, were entirely destroyed. The ware- 
house of Flint &; Wheeler caught fire, but was extin- 
guished by the exertions of the firemen. Tlie building 
contained at the time fifteen thousand bushels of grain. 
Loss #200,000. 



CHAPTER X. 

THE FIBE DEPARTMENT OF ST. LOUIS. 

The Department of this city is organized Upon the 
vohmteer system, without compensation, other than 
sUch as the city government from time to time appro- 
priate. The indebtedness of the several companies is 
reported from time to time to the inspector of the de- 
partment, and the matter is laid before the City Council, 
for its action. There was a quarterly allowance of two 
hundred and fifty dollars, payable to each company on 
the first of April, 1857 ; but this allowance is subject to 
change. 

The department consists of eleven companies, name- 
ly, — Central, composed of sixty-four men; Liberty, 
ninety men; Laclede, forty-six; Missouri, forty-five; 
Mound, eighty; Franklin, seventy-one ; South St. Louis, 
sixty-eight; Jefferson, sixty-one ; St. Louis, sixty-eight; 
Washington, fifty-eight, and Phoenix, sixty-eight ; in 
all, seven hundred and forty-nine enrolled members. 

It has in service eight forcing engines, nine suction 
engines, fourteen four-wheeled hose-carriages, leu two- 
wheeled tenders, and six thousand eight hundred feet 
of leading hose in good order. The estimated expense 
for the current year, as made by the inspector of the 
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department, exclusive of the expense of new carriages, 
engines and bell-towers, is $18,370. The inspector 
recommends the early erection of cisterns for the better 
supply of water for the suction engines in time of large 
fires ; and this recommendation is one that is required 
and should be complied with in that city. Not one city 
in ten, where the capacity of the cisterns is known to 
the author, has this cheap and constant supply of water 
in sufficient quantity to meet the emergency that would 
exist if a large fire were to occur. 

This department is represented as efficient, and the 
public estimation of the value of the service by the citi- 
zens is greater than in many other cities. The recom- 
mendations of the inspector to the City Council indicate 
a proper foresight ; and in the future a resulting benefit 
cannot but accrue in many ways, if such reconmienda- 
tions are made general and are adopted by city govern- 
ments*. 



January 10th, 1835. A fire occurred in the store of 
G. H. Callender. The flames soon spread to the ad- 
joining store of Risely & Stearns, and both buildings 
were completely destroyed, with their contents. Loss 
$40,000. 

April 6th, 1835. A livery stable on Market-street, 
with fifty-one horses, was destroyed by fire. The flames 
spread to the old Catholic Church, which was occupied 
as a storage house, and which was also entirely de- 
stroyed, with its contents. Loss $30,000. 

March 3d, 1836. The store of Ripley & Dillon, situ- 
ated on Front-street, was, with its contents, entirely 
destroyed by fire. Loss $20,000. 

15^ 
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January 27tli, 1839. Fire was discovered in a smoke- 
house, occupied by J. B. Cannon, situated in the cen- 
tre of the square, between Fourth and Fifth, Main and 
Water streets. A large quantity of bacon had been 
stored for the purpose of being cured. The smoke-house 
was soon in flames, and the fire spread with great 
rapidity to four adjacent warehouses, which, with two 
other small tenements, were totally consumed. Esti- . 
mated loss $60,000. 

August 31st, 1839. About four o'clock in the morn- 
ing a fire was discovered in the four-story stone block, 
corner of Front and Vine streets. This block was con- 
sumed, with its entire contents. The fire extended 
north to the warehouse of Stetilvius & Jannay, where 
its progress was stayed. On the south, it destroyed the 
stores of G. M. Willing & Co., Z. N. Roberts, and the 
wholesale drug store of Oscar Cobb, also the store of 
AUengne & Co., and two or three stores belonging to 
J. Rice and others. During the fire two explosions of 
gunpowder occurred, which in a measure prevented the 
effective operations of the firemen. Calamitous as this 
fire was, the chief cai^se of regret was found in the 
large number of persons who lost their lives by it, — not 
less than six in number perished in the flames, or by 
the falling walls, &c. &c. This fire will be long re- 
membered by niany of the survivors of those who lost 
their lives by casualty, or otherwise perished in the 
flames. Among the lost ones could be enumerated sev- 
eral of the most valuable and energetic citizens. Esti- 
mated loss $200,000. 

December 6th, 1839. A fire originated in the store 
of E. W. Paul, and, before the progress of the flames 
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was anrested, the stores of W. H. Anderson and D. A. 
McLaughlin were entirely destroyed, with their con- 
tents. Loss $50,000. 

May 3d, 1841. A fire broke out, about three o'clock 
in the morning, in the seed store of Jacob Shurburn, 
fronting on Market-street. The fire soon readied the 
store of Mr. Lamson, and before the engines had ar- 
rived it had passed to Main-street. From Lamson's 
store it spread to the store of Dr. Penn ; from thence to 
the store of S. W. Mead, on Main-street, and the build- 
ing occupied by T. G. Settle, on the corner of Main and 
Market streets, and the hat store of W. H. McKiaisty, 
on Market-street, — all of which, with their vahiable 
contents, were destroyed. The night was exceedingly 
dark; and, when the department got to work, the quan- 
tity of water in the reservoirs was found to be insuffi- 
cient to extinguish the fire, which therefore proceeded, 
with but little check, until it had completely destroyed 
the buildings. Estimated loss $75,000. 

April 26th, 1842. A fire broke out in a row of wooden 
buildings facing the north on Market-street. The entire 
block, twelve buildings in all, was completely destroyed. 
Loss estimated at $25,000. 

December 17th, 1845. A tire occurred in a building 
occupied by Doane, King & Co., on Maine-street, and 
so rapid was the progress of the flames that Messrs. 
Floyd and Bigelow, who had lodging rooms in the 
upper part of the building, had barely time to escape 
through the scuttle without their clothes. The build- 
ing with the contents was destroyed. The adjoining 
stores were badly damaged. The wall fell, injuring the 
drug store of Bacon & Rothswell. Loss $80,000. 



176 THB FIREMAN. 

November 14th, 18^. A fire originated in a grocery 
store situated on the Levee, and soon communicated to 
the adjoining building, and before it could be subdued 
destroyed two coffee-houses and the clothing-stores of 
Harris and Mitchell ; also the stores occupied by White- 
more and others, on Commercial-street. Estimated loss 
$40,000. 

November 16th, 1846. A fire was discovered in the 
auction store of T. B. Targee, on Main-street, and, be- 
fore the progress of the flames cotild be stopped, the 
stores of John Hall, china ware importer, and Aspin- 
wall & Brother, Ivere destroyed, with a portion of their 
contents. Loss $30,000. 

April 27th, 1847. A fire broke out in the warehouse 
of Roe & Kercheval, which was soon in flames. It 
spread to the adjoining warehouse, and in a few hours 
both buildings were entirely destroyed, with their con- 
tents, consisting of fifty tons of hemp, two thousand 
barrels of salt, and forty-six barrels of lard. Loss 
$50,000. 

May 18th, 1849. The steamer White Cloud, lying 
at the head of the landing, was discovered to be on fire, 
and the flames soon communicated to the next boat 
below. Four steamers were in flames in a short time. 
One of the boats broke from her moorings, and was 
carried by the current down the Levee, coming in col- 
lision with- the -other boats as she passed, and setting 
them on fire. The wind communicated the flames from 
the boats to the buildings at the corner of Locust-street 
and the Levee. The corner house, and three other 
buildings fronting on the Levee, were destroyed. The 
flames then crossed Locust-street and swept every house, 



THB hbbman. 177 

with but one exception, in the blocks fronting Levee 
and Main streets, and extending southward from Locust- 
street to Chestnut-street, a distance of three squares. 
At Chestnut-street it spread up the street and crossed 
over to the next block south, at the junction of Com- 
mercial Alley and the street, and from the alley to 
Main-street, .and down to Market-street, burning all 
except two buildings. At the junction of Main and 
Marked streets the iSre crossed diagonally to the Market- 
street House, and swept both sides of Market-street up to 
Second-street. Then, crossing Main-street, it destroyed 
every building, — also, a block of four-story fire-proof 
brick buildings just below Locust-street. Passing up 
Pine, Chestnut and Market streets, the devouring ele- 
ment swept every house in the two blocks intervening 
between the streets mentioned and Main and Second 
streets, and nearly half of those on North Olive-street. 
Here its progress was stayed by blowing up several 
buildings. Further south, commencing at the foot of 
Elm-street, the fire made great havoc. Spreading 
diagonally through the block, it swept up to Main-street, 
and down to Spruce*street, a distance north and south 
of two squares, and, crossing Main-street, it destroyed 
everything before it up to Third-street, three squares 
west of its starting-point. At Main-street 'the flames 
crossed Elm-street and consumed one fourth of the 
block north of Elm and Main streets. From the foot 
of Elm-street up the southern side to Second-street, a 
distance of two squares, not a building was left stand- 
ing. From the starting-point to where the procrress of 
the flames was arrested, southward, was one mile, and 
it extended in width three squares, destroying some of 
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the finest watehouses and the largest mercantile estab- 
lishments in the city. No dissister from fires in the 
West can compare with this in the destruction of prop- 
erty. No pen can depict the desolation that was pre- 
sented on the Levee and in the path of this awful 
destroyer. Thousands were made homeless, entirely 
penniless, and demanded, by the common ties of hu- 
manity, immediate relief. The effects of this confla- 
gration were terrible. Huridreds were reducefl from 
opulence to beggary. The suffering among the poorer 
class was heart-rending, — their families scattered in 
every direction throughout the city, without shelter, 
many obliged to sleep upon the ground, without a mor- 
sel of food, and only the clothing they had upon their 
backs. Nothing like it could be imagined, and the 
whole population were struck with terror at the dismal 
scene. Buildings were blown up and torn down to stop 
the progress of the fire, but without avail. Nine entire 
squares, and a portion of six, were destroyed. In all 
there were twenty-seven steamboats, seven printing- 
oflices, and four hundred and eighteen buildings, de- 
stroyed. Among the printing-oflices destroyed was that 
of the St. Louis Republican. On the twenty-first of the 
month it made its appearance, shorn of its size, with a 
map of the burnt district, and an account of the fire. 
Twenty persons lost their lives by this conflagration. 
Loss $7,000,000. 

June 29th, 1849. The drug store of Bacon & Hyde 
was entirely consumed by fire, with the contents. Loss 
$80,000. 

July 29th, 1849. A fire originated in the steamer 
Algomas, and spread to the steamers San Francisco, 
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Mary, Dubuque and Phoenix, and in a few hours thoy 
burned to the water's edge, with all their couteiits. 
During the fire a fight occurred between the firemen 
and a gang of Irish. Tlie firemen came oil the victors. 
Loss $130,000. 

November 14th, 1849. A fire broke out in Blous 
castor-oil factory, and in a short time the entire build- 
ing was in flames, which soon communicated to the ad- 
joining buildings, seven of which were destroyed, with 
the oil-works. Owing to the large quantity of oil and 
other combustible material in the building, the fire 
burned with terrible fury. Loss $150,000. 

February 26th, 1850. A fire originated in a stone 
building, 68 Levee-street, owned by McAllister & Co., 
and occupied by them as a boot and shoe store. It 
commenced on the lower floor, spreading from floor to 
floor, and in a short time the entire building with the 
contents was destroyed. Loss $30,000. 

March 10th, 1850. A fire occurred in the Tobacco 
Planters* warehouse. It spread to the adjoining build- 
ing, and in less than three hours both buildings, with 
their entire contents, were destroyed. The following 
firms were the heaviest losers : Hensman & Gurney, 
tobacco dealers, Deane & King, Black & Eddy, Blake 
& Baker; and several others, whose loss was not so 
heavy. The walls fell with a tremendous crash, badly 
injuring three men. Loss $150,000. 

December 11th, 1850. A fire destroyed a number of 
buildings stored with dry goods, a large portion of 
which were consumed. Loss $63,000. 

May 24th, 1852. A fire occurred in the store of A. 
McMeeham, No. 36 Levee-street. The building was 
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entirely destroyed, with the contents. The store of 
G. & W. Rogers was badly damaged, with several others 
in the block. Loss $70,000. 

November 15th, 1852. The large pork-house of J. J. 
Bates was destroyed by fire, with a large quantity of 
meat. Several out-houses were also burned. Loss 
$50,000. 

January 19th, 1853. The steamboat New England, 
lying at the upper part of the Levee, was discovered to 
be on fire. The fiames soon communicated to the 
steamers Nero, Lucy, and Brunette, and all of them 
were in a few hours burned to the water's edge. Loss 
$50,000. 

July 28th, 1853. A fire originated in the steamer 
Dr. Franklin, soon communicating to the steamers 
Bluff City and Highland Mary, and all three were in a 
short' time burned to the water's edge. Loss $90,000. 

January 15th, 1854. A fire broke out in Ashbrock's 
large pork-house, and in a short time tlie whole build- 
ing was in a sheet of fiames. A large quantity of pork 
had been stored there, which added fuel to the fire, and 
the roaring of the flames was almost deafening. Tiiis 
was the largest establishment of the kind in the west- 
ern country. Loss $120,000. 

August 7th, 1854. A fire broke out in the large 
cotton warehouse of Fitzpatrick, which was destroyed, 
with four thousand five hundred bales of hemp and a 
large quantity of sugar and coffee, which had been 
stored there for a few days. Loss $175,000.^ 

July 14th, 1855. A fire occurred in the livery-stable 
of Mr. Skidmore ; from thence it communicated to the 
Merchants' Hotel, the large four-story building of Dr. 
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Buchard, and the cabinet factory of Mr. Giiisel. By 
this time some thirteen houses were on fire, and in a 
short time were entirely destroyed, with most of their 
contents. Loss $80,000. 

September 17th, 1855. A fire originated in the mill 
of George Miser, and, in a short time, cotnmunicated 
to his distillery. In less than three hours both estab- 
lishments were destroyed, with their contents. Loss 
$30,000. 

November 12th, 1855. The block of stone stores on 
Spruce-street was destroyed by fire. They were occu- 
pied by Bacon & Hyde, Latonette & Co., and Chaton & 
Table. Most of the contents were destroyed with the 
buildings. Loss $70, 000. 

December 7th, 1855. A steamer lying at the Levee 
took fire. It .quickly communicated to two others, 
lying close to her, and in a few hours all three were 
burned to the water's edge. Loss $70,000. 

June 17th, 1856. A fire broke out in the extensive 
rectifying establishment of Han$man, Smith & Co. 
The flames soon spread to the commission-houses of 
Gilman & Co., and Baythold & Barmondy, which were 
consumed. Gilman & Co. lost all of their extensive 
stock of merchandise ; the other firms lost a portion of 
their goods. The building belonged to Col. Grand and 
A. R. Sarpy. Loss $95,000. 

July 2d, 1856. A fire occurred on board of the 
St. Clair, which lay at the Levee, and, before it was 
subdued, six steamboats were burned to the water's 
edge, — namely, the St. Clair, Paul Anderson, Grand 
Turk, S. M. Stocknell, Southerner, and Loraine. Some 
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of them were loaded with freight, a portion of which 
was consumed. Loss $100,000. 

November 19th, 1856. A fire originated in No. 4, 
City Buildings, situated on Front-street, and occupied 
by S. J. Wetherell & Co., commission merchants. It 
spread to. the stores on each side, and in a "Short time 
the flames were sweeping through the entire block with 
resistless fury. The stores of Simons & Leadbear, 
Brady & Brother, P. D. Gordon & Co., and S. M. Edgell 
& Co., commission merchants, were destroyed, with the 
wine stores of James Darst and C. Dd Reynie ; Cereorom 
& Co., produce dealers; C. W. McCaul & Co., tobacco- 
nists, and the grocery stores of M. E. Powers and Laun- 
ders & Co., with their contents. No less than thirteen 
fine stores were burned, occupied by thirty firms. A 
large amount of property was destroyed. Loss 
$350,000. 

December 13th, 1856. A fire occurred in the scale 
manufactory of Johnson & Gillum, on Second-street, 
between Morgan and Perry streets. The fire commu- 
nicated to the adjoining building, and, in a short timer, 
both were destroyed, with a portion of their contents. 
Loss $40,000. 



CHAPTER XI. 

THE ALBANY FIRE DEPARTMENT. • 

The Fire Department of this city is conducted upon 
the paid principle, and is very efficient. It is under 
the control of the Board of Engineers and the Committee 
ou the Fire Department. The department is composed 
of a chief engineer, who receives a salary of seven hun- 
dred dollars per annum, and five assistant engineers, 
who receive one hundred dollars a year each for their 
services. The whole efiective force of the department 
enrolled is about four hundred men ; there are seven 
engines, four hose companies, one jumper, and one 
hook-and-ladder truck, in use, and two jumpers, two 
engines, and one hook-and-ladder truck, not in use. 
The companies carry five thousand feet of hose, which, 
with the five thousand feet kept at the hose depot for 
exchange, makes a total of ten thousand feet. There 
are fifteen houses for the accommodation of the appa- 
ratus, and one in course of erection for Engine No. 6. 
The clerks of the several companies receive forty dol- 
lars ; firemen, thirty dollars. The captains receive 
the same as the firemen. 

In this city there is a large building used for the pur- 
pose of cleaning and oiling the hose after it has been 
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used. After a fire the members draw the engine home, 
while the hosemen take the carriage to the hose depot, 
and leave the hose which has been used, and reel clean 
hose on to the carriage; thus doing away with the 
office of stewards,^ — the foremen of the companies tak- 
ing care of the cylinders, and seeing that the engines 
are in good working order. The companies have stew- 
ards for the purpose of keeping the engine-houses clean, 
afid providing refreshments after a fire, but they are 
not recognized by the city. 

Our accounts of fires in Albany commence with the 
year 1836, and frofh that period to 1845 but few of any 
account ocx^urred ; at least no records of any are to be 
found in the newspapers of that time. The city has 
suffered to a considerable extent since that time from 
large conflagrations. 



February 22d, 1836. A fire occurred, which, before 
it could be subdued, destroyed considerable property. 
It was intensely cold, the thermometer being sixteen 
degrees below zero. Loss $20,000. 

May 17th, 1836, A fire commenced in the looking- 
glass establishment of A. Belknap, and soon spread to 
the fur store of G. Treadwell, and the hat and cap store 
of Parke, Prentice & Co., all of which were destroyed. 
Five hundred persons were thrown out of employment. 
Loss $50,000. 

April 9th, 1838. A fire broke out, which destroyed, 
before it could be checked, no less than forty fine build- 
ings, including the Wesleyan Chapel and many valuable 
dwelling-houses. Loss $80,000. 

August 6th, 1845. A fixe originated in a stable on 
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Park-Street, and soon spread to the stables and sheds in 
tlie rear. The heat of the fire was intense. Three 
brick buildings on Park-street, with three on Eagle- 
street, were destroyed. Loss $50,000. • 

March 1st, 1846. A fire occurred in the office of 
Wilkie & Co., on Quay-street. In a few minutes the 
whole building was in flames, which speedily commu- 
nicated to the store occupied by Brooks & Co., provision- 
dealers. The store of Lette & Wiedman, on Hudson- 
street, took fire and was destroyed with the others. 
The stores were filled with pork, flour, and grain. The 
cold was so intense that it was^ith difficulty the 
engines were kept from freezing up. Estimated loss 
$60,000. 

September 9th, 1846. A destructive fire occurred. 
It was first discovered in the large brewery of R. W. 
Boyd, in four different places. The firemen were soon 
upon the ground, but the fire spread with such rapidity 
that it was found to be impossible to save the brewery, 
and eflforts were directed to the saving of other build- 
ings. The supply of water being insufficient, it was 
for a while impossible to stop the progress of the fire. 
From the brewery the flames spread to Green-street, 
destroying seven houses. Estimated loss $100,000. 

October 21st, 1846. A fire commenced in the stone 
store of McCoy, on Water-street, and speedily commu- 
nicated to the steam planing mills of John Gibson; 
thence to the fur store of G. C. Tread well. Here its 
progress to the north was arrested.- To the south it 
communicated to the machine shop of Battel & Co., 
which was destroyed, with the buildings in the rear 
to the canal. Over a large space of ground, upon 

16* 
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which lumber of every descf iption was piled, the fire 
held undisputed sway. A large amount of property 
was destroyed. 

October 25th, 1846. A fire originated in the fur fac- 
tory of Mr. Treadwell. The flames quickly spread to 
the planing mills of J. J. Gibson ; from thence to the 
machine shop of Mr. Battel ; all of which were de- 
stroyed, with most of their contents. Several other 
buildings were badly injured, and a large quantity of 
lumber destroyed. Estimated loss $30,(XH). 

March 2d, 1848. A fire occurred in a grocery store 
on Dock-street, beRw Hamilton-street, and, before it 
could be subdued, destroyed three brick stores and five 
frame buildings on Dock-street, and ten buildings on 
South Broadway. The principal. losers were Tweddle 
& Darlington and Bently & Vail. By this conflagra- 
tion two valuable lives were lost. Estimated loss 
$50,000. 

August 17th, 1848. A fire commenced in the small 
stable adjoining the Albion House, corner of Herkiraer- 
street and Broadway, and occupied by John G. White. 
From thence it communicated to the hotel and coal-yard 
sheds and large malt-house, belonging to J. G. White, 
on the quay, between Herkimer and Bleeker streets. It 
spread thence on to Broadway, up to Bleeker-street, 
crossed Broadway, and took both sides clean as far as 
Lydius-street. The heat was now intense; the wind 
blowing a hurricane, the flames communicated to the 
buildings on Lydius-street, and to that vast block of 
wooden rookeries bounded by Lydius-street, Broadway, 
and the new steamboat landing, where the fire raged 
with almost unprecedented fury. There were probably 
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from forty to fifty distinct tenements in this block, and 
they were in ashes in thirty minutes. The fire meantime 
extended to the buildings opposite the last-mentioned 
block. The three or four that were saved from the late 
fire were soon in a blaze, as were also the Fort Orange 
Hotel and the several three-story buildings just erected, 
but not finished. In the mean while the flames were 
working up Lydius-street, between Broadway and 
Church-street The two "or three buildings on the east 
side of Church-street soon went, and the old wooden 
building on the north-west comer of Church and Lydius 
streets was on fire. This was the most alarming inci- 
dent thus far, as it was connected with two or three 
large stables full of hay, and a hundred other combus- 
tible buildings. There was no preventing its destruc- 
tion, though a small supply of water at the right 
moment would have saved it. In a moment the flames 
communicated to the hay, and thence with tremendous 
fury to the adjoining buildings, work-shops, machine- 
shops, &c., between Church and Liberty streets, con- 
suming everything in its progress to Denniston-street, 
and with such rapidity as to prevent the occupants 
from saving anything but the most trifling part of their 
furniture. In crossing Liberty-street, it took in the 
second building from the corner, and moved on irre- 
sistibly up both sides of the street to Hamilton-street 
Then, working west towards Union, and north towards 
Hamilton-street, all the stables adjoining the United 
States Hotel, on the corner of Denniston-street and 
Broadway, and the Eagle Tavern, corner of Hamilton 
and Broadway, and Chamez Dexter's, — all went in a 
moment. What excited most horror was the appear- 
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ance of fire in the centre warehouse on the pier, be- 
tween Hamilton and State streets. These buildings 
were two hundred rods from the fire, but sparks had 
lodged upon them and taken eflfect, and in ten minutes, 
and before anything could be saved, the entire block of 
large wooden buildings, twenty or thirty in, number, 
was on fire. The spectacle was awful in the extreme. 
The fire continued to rage, and at four o'clock had 
consumed all the large buildings north of the steam- 
boat landing, everything on Quay, Division, Broad- 
way, Liberty and Union streets, up to Hudson-street, 
to the Townsend House on the east side, and to near 
Hudson-street on the west, every building on the pier 
from Hamilton-street to the Boston Railroad Ferry. 
Twenty or thirty tow-boats were burned in the basin ; 
also as many canal-boats, many of which were laden. 
Two or three schooners were much injured. The 
wind, shortly after four o'clock, slightly changed to 
the north. Several buildings took fire north of State- 
street. Nearly every building was swept from Her- 
kimer-street, up Broadway, to Lydius; up Lydius to 
Union; up Union to Hudson; both sides of Union, ex- 
cept Goold & Co.'s coach factory, which was saved ; 
down Hudson-street to the basin ; along the pier to the 
cut, — an immense space, densely filled with houses. 
More than five hundred were consumed, a large pro- 
portion of them very valuable. -The property destroyed 
is counted by millions. The city never suffered so 
severely before. Loss $5,000,000. 

March 4th, 1849. A fire occurred in the stables at- 
tached to the lumber-yard of J. P. Williams, which 
soon communicated to the lumber, a quantity of which 
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was destroyed in a few hours, with the brick dwelling- 
house of Mrs. White, and the wooden one of Chester 
Burbank. Several others were injured. Loss $4{),00(). 

April 3d, 1849. A fire destroyed several frame 
dwelling-houses on Centre, Colony, and Water streets. 
A small building, used as an office in a lumber-yard, 
was also burned. Loss $20,000. 

July 30th, 1849. A fire originated in a frame build- 
ing between Centre and Water streets. All the build- 
ings on the north side of Centre-street, from Water- 
street, and five on the west side of Water-street, were 
destroyed. The lumber-yards of J. P. Williams, Rogers, 
Callender & Co , Ketchum & Co., and J. P. Romain, 
were consumed. Loss $60,000. 

Marob 25th, 1853. A fire broke out in the large stone 
building (formerly known as Dunn's Coffee House) on 
the corner of Green and Beaver streets, occupied by 
Mr. Harvey as a stove and sheet-iron store, and the 
retail of camphene, oil and lamps. The flames spread 
with great rapidity, and a dense black cloud rolled up 
from the burning building. A Mrs, Coughty, widow, 
occupied the third story of the building. After saving 
a few articles of furniture, she found it necessary to 
retreat .with her children. She got out with two, and 
returned for the third, when her* clothes took fire, and 
in her agony she jumped from the third-story window. 
She died the next day. A fireman, by the name of 
Pohlman, was obliged to jump from the upper window 
to save himself. From the large quantities of camphene 
and oil in the building it was difiicult to extinguish the 
fire. Three persons lost their lives by this conflagra- 
tion. Loss not stated. 
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December 14th, 1856. A fire broke out in the oil- 
room of the freight depot of the Hudson River Railroad. 
It quickly spread to the passenger depot, and in a few 
hours both buildings were a mass of smouldering ruins. 
Besides the depots, a restaurant, two passenger-cars, 
and eight freight-cars, were burned, and several badly- 
damaged. Loss $150,000. 



.CHAPTER XII. 

THE FIRE DEPARTMENT OF BXJFFALO. 

The Fire Department of this city is a paid one, and 
is quite efficient. It is composed of a chief fire mar- 
shal and four assistants. There are in the department 
seven hundred and thirty-eight members, who are con- 
nected with twelve engine companies, five hose, and 
two hook-and-ladder companies. The department is 
under the control and management of the Board of Fire 
Marshals, whose duties, besides those connected with 
the department, are to hold inquest upon all fires which 
occur in the city. The salary of the chief marshal per 
annum is seven hundred dollars; that of the assistant 
marshals two hundred each. The companies do not 
elect the members of the department, — as will be seen 
by the report of the chief marshal, in which he recom- 
mends a change in this respect. 

Fire Marshal's Office, Buffalo, Dec. 29th, 1856. 
To the Honorable the Common Council : 

Gentlemen, — It is made my duty to report to your 
honorable body the number of fires, and also the con- 
dition of the Fire Department. In doing this allow me 
to state that the system which has been adopted has far 
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exceeded my most sanguine expectations, and, since the 
office of Fire Marshal has heen placed in my hands, 
every eflfort in my power has been made to carry it 
forward and place it in a condition that it will com- 
mand the respect of the community. 

At the time of my appointment there were two com- 
panies disbanded, others discussing the subject; since 
then two have been organized in their place. Old matters 
settled. Peace and harmony reign in the department. 
The number of men doing actual service is . . 738 
Last report «..».... 629 
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If nothing else speaks well for the department, the 
increase during the last six months will prove that it is 
not going backwards. Many repairs and alterations 
have been made. Two new houses built. One new 
machine contracted for, which, when completed, most 
probably will not have its sup'erior in the country. 
Also one new hose carriage. There have been ten 
thousand feet of hose put in good repair ; three thousand 
feet well oiled, and with care it will answer for the 
present. 

Most of the machines in the department have been in 
use for a long time, and, for the coming year, calcula- 
tion should be made for two or three new machines, as 
the city would be the gainer instead of loser ; for to 
repair some of them will be money thrown away, as 
there are now two machines which there is no use for. 

Some important changes ought to be made in regard 
to the selection of those who should act as members ; 
in many cases, persons are admitted to act as firemen to 
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the detriment of the department; and to remedy the 
same I would suggest that tiie ordinance be amended, 
creating a Board of Examiners, to be selected by the 
firemen, to pass upon the capa'bilities of ail persons pre- 
senting themselves for membership ; and, wlien passed 
upop by the bo^rd, that badges be issued with the 
numbers thereon. 



The oumber of fires in this city is small when wo 
take into consideration the large number of buildings 
which contain materials of a combustible nature. 

November 15th, 1832. A terrible fire occurred in this 
city. It brol(e out in an old unoccupied building, and, 
in a few minutes after it was discovered, the entire 
building was in flames. The fire soon spread to the 
adjoining buildings, and, before its progress could be 
arrested, fifty were destroyed. They were occupied as 
dwelling and school ihouses, shops, stores, and offices. 
The fire raged with great fury for about five hours, 
destroying a large amount of property. Loss $200,000. 

December 6th, 1838. A fire broke out in the Star 
office. The building was destroyed, with all the books 
and papers belonging to the office. The fire then swept 
every building between the Commercial and City Banks. 
Loss $30,000. 

November 27th, 1842. A fire occurred in the turner's 
shop of Mr. McWilson, on Mechanic-street, soon com- 
municating to the adjoining buildings, which, together 
with the barns of the Western Transportation Company 
and Silas Heminway, agent for the lines of stages, were 
entirely consumed, with their contents. The flames 
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then communicated to the coach manufactory and 
blacksmith shop of Mr. Rainey, which was also con- 
sumed, together with the barge Laporte, which was 
lying in the basin in the rear of the buildings. Two 
valuable horses perished in the flames. The night was 
intensely cold, with a strong wind blowing, and the air 
filled with snow, which rendered the efforts of the fire- 
men almost unavailing. Estimated loss $30,000. 

June 1st, 1843. The boiler manufactory of John 
Newman, on Dayton-street, and about twenty-five 
other buildings on both sides of the street, were entirely 
destroyed by fire. The buildings, being mostly o6 
wood, burned with great fury, but at last, by almost 
superhuman efforts, the firemen were enabled to arrest 
the progress of the flames. Loss estimated at $26,000. 

December 22d, 1846. A fire commenced in the large 
warehouse of G. B. Walbridge, and, before its progress 
could be arrested, the building was destroyed, together 
with two stores adjoining. One* man perished in the 
flames. Loss $30,000. 

February 31st, 1947. A fire occurred in the large 
grocery store of Hay ward & Noyes. The building was 
consumed, with its contents. Loss $30,000. 

September 25th, 1848. A fire was discovered in 
Reed's new warehouse, on the dock at the foot of 
Lecontenix-street. From this building it spread to a 
wooden building used as a sailors' boarding-house, at 
the corner of Lecontenix and Water streets. The fire 
then spread to both sides of Peacock and Rook streets, 
from Maston-street to Evans-street, consuming Parker's 
warehouse, Waterman's carpenter shop, Radcliff's coal- 
yard, Eaton's planing-mills, and lumber-yard. It then 
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extended across the canal on the Erie-street bridge, 
which was burned. The flames spread on both sides 
of Lock-street to Evans' Triangle, between Lock and 
Erie streets, on the Terrace, on which were Bowen's, 
Prior & Deidnik, and Robinson's carriage factories, all 
of which were consumed, together with a number of 
dwellings and stores. Loss $100,000. 

January ^th, 1849. A fire originated in Taylor's 
brewery, situated on Genesee-street. It quickly spread 
to the adjoining buildings, and in a few hours the 
brewery and a block of twenty wooden dwelling-houses 
were destroyed, with most of their contents. Loss 
$20,000. 

February 5th, 1850. A fire occurred, which destroyed 
one drug store, three dry goods and one crockery ware 
store, -©n Main-street. The principal losers were Evans 
& Powelson, Wightman & Beck with, L. S. Reynolds, 
G. Coit, and John Coleman. Loss $55,000. 

March 13th, 1850. A fire broke out in the Exchange 
Hotel, spreading with great rapidity from floor to floor ; 
and in a few hours all that remained of this massive 
building was its blackened walls. The greater part of 
the furniture was destroyed with the building. Loss 
$70,000. 

July 4th, 1851. The warehouses of Maxwell & Pat- 
ten, J, M. Griflith & Co., Davis & Sutton, and the ship- 
chandlery of Pickering & Co.„were, with their contents, 
destroyed by fire. Loss $60,000. 

September 26th, 1851. A fire was discovered in a 
wooden building situated in the very heart of the Five 
Points. A strong south-east wind was blowing at the 
time, and, the buildings all being wood and very dry, 
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•the fire spread with fearful rapidity. In less than 
fifteen minutes the entire blocks of buildings on Rock 
and Peacock streets, from the ship canal and Erie-street 
to Evans-street, were in flames. The fire crossed Erie- 
street, consuming the large planing-mills of Mr. Eaton. 
It then crossed the canal and Erie-street bridge, sweep- 
ing everything in its course on the opposite side of the 
canal to the Terrace ; thence down to Mechanic-street, 
destroying both sides to the canal. The large brick 
school-house in District No. 2 was also destroyed. 
The lumbef-yards of G. Howell, Farmer & De Blaquire, 
with a large quantity of himber, were destroyed. This 
was one of the largest fires that ever occurred in this 
city, and a great many families were left without food, 
shelter or clothing ; the fire spreading with such rapidity 
that the inmates of the buildings barely escaped with 
their lives, leaving their clothing to burn ^ith the 
buildings. Forty acres of ground were burned over by 
this fire, and no less than five hundred buildings were 
destroyed. Loss $600,000. 

December 25th, 1851. A fire broke out, and, before 
its progress was arrested, destroyed a block on Dock- 
street, comprising five buildings, six on Commercial- 
street, and five oh Water-street ; in all sixteen build- 
ings, with the most of their contents. Loss $25,000. 

September 27th, 1856. A fire occurred in the ex- 
tensive piano forte manufactory of A. & J. Keigh, and 
in three hours the entire building, with its contents, 
was destroyed. Loss $30,000. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

* 

THE FIRE DEPARTMENT OF PROVIDENCE, R. I. 

The Fire Department of Providence is a paid depart- 
ment, and is very efficient. It consists of a chief en- 
gineer, who has a salary of one thousand dollars per 
annum, four assistant engineers, who receive a salary 
of two hundred dollars per annum each, and four hun- 
dred and thirty-six members, who receive seventy-five 
dollars ^ year for their services as firemen. There are 
in the department four engine companies of forty men 
each, exclusive of the "officers, four of thirty-five each, 
and four of twenty-five each ; one hose company of four 
men, and one hook-and-ladder company of fourteen 
men. The foremen of the companies are appointed by 
the Board of Engineers, and the rest of the officers are 
elected by the companies. The foremen receive one 
hundred and twenty-five dollars per annum, the assist- 
ant foremen one hundred, the clerks one hundred, and 
the stewards of the first and second class engines one 
hundred dollars, and those of the third class seventy- 
five dollars per annum. The department is under the 
control of the Board of Engineers, and they have the 
accepting or rejecting of any person who wishes to be- 
come a member. No person under twenty-one years 
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of age, and who is not an American citizen, can become 
a member of the department. The engines are divided 
into three classes, — r first, second and third, according 
to their size and capacity. 

Providence has been visited with very few extensive 
conflagrations. The first fire of which we have any 
account occurred in 1837. Since that time not a dozen 
fires of any magnitude have occurred.. 



December 15th, 1837. A large four-story building, 
used as a hardware and paint store, was entirely de- 
stroyed by fire, with all its contents. The morning 
was very cold, and the firemen labored under great 
disadvantages, but by their perseverance prevented a 
destructive conflagration. Loss $40,000. 

October 25th, 1844 The Theatre on Dotrance-street 
was entirely destroyed by fire, together with the splen- 
did Planetarium of Messrs. Haswell & Robinson, and 
a great number of valuable paintings, views, diagrams, 
&X5., the property of Dr. Lardner, who had spent quite 
a number of years in collecting them. A valuable 
microscope was also destroyed. The flames then ex- 
tended to the buildings adjoining, consisting of dwell- 
ings, shops, stables, &c., which were more or less 
injured. The firemen displayed their usual energy, 
and by their exertions prevented a most disastrous con- 
flagration. The loss is estimated at $35,000. 

October 10th, 1853. A fire occurred in a block of 
partly unfinished buildings on Main-street. The pai 
finished was occupied by Thomas Whitaker, who \oi 
his entire stock. The buildings were totally destroyed. 
Loss $40,000. 
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October 26th, 1853. The Howard Block was de- 
stroyed by fire, which also communicated to the Mu- 
seum and several other buildings, which were con- 
sumed. This was the largest fire that had then occurred 
in this city, and the loss was severely felt. The How- 
ard block was the largest in the city, and was occupied 
by some of the heaviest merchants. The fire burned 
with great fury, and lasted for hours, defying for a 
time all the efforts of the firemen, but was at last by 
great exertions conquered. Loss $250,000. 

December 22d, 1854. A fire was discovered in the 
cotton-printing establishment known as the Manchester 
Print Works, owned by T. Schroeder, and, in a short 
time, the entire building was in flames. At the time 
the fire broke out the mill was in running order, and 
the lights in the building were burning. The force- 
pumps were immediately put to work, but it was so 
intensely cold, and the combustibility of the material 
in the building was such, that all efforts to subdue the 
flames were fruitless. The main building, containing 
the machinery, the boiler-room, the packing-room, kier- 
house and raising rooms, two drying-sheds, and the 
counting-room, were entirely destroyed. The books and 
papers were saved, but in a charred condition. Some 
thirty thousand pieces of goods, valued at fifty thousand 
dollars, were destroyed or materially damaged. A large 
quantity of drugs was consumed. Loss $100,000. 



CHAPTER XIT. 

THE FIBE DEPABTBIENT OF PORTLAND, ME. 

The Fire Department of this city is a paid one, and 
is under the control and management of a Board of 
Engineers, consisting of one chief engineer, who has a 
salary of five hundred dollars per annum, and six 
assistant engineers, who receive a salary of two 
hundred dollars each, per annum. There are four 
hundred and sixty-one members in the department, who 
are connected with nine engine companies, and one 
hook-and-ladder company. The engine companies are 
not limited in regard to the number of members, but 
the hook-and-ladder company is allowed only twenty 
men, who receive four hundred dollars a year as a 
company for their services as firemen, and the engine 
companies receive five hundred per Company. There 
are in use by the department five thousand six hundred 
feet of leading hose in good order, two thousand feet 
ordinary, ten hose-carriages, one bucket-carriage, aixd 
three hook-and-ladder carriages. 

This city has been almost free from large fires, and 
it is owing more to the efficient fire department which 
has always been maintained, than to any other cause. 
It is, in fact, one of the most efficient, of its size, in the 
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States. Our account of fires commences in the year 
1827, and for a period of twenty years not a fire 
occurred which destroyed property to a large amount ; 
at least no records of such fires are to be found by the 
author. 



August 28th, 1827. A fire originated in the store of 
Jacob W. Bartol, near the head of Ingraham's Wharf, 
which, together with the store of William RackleflF, was 
soon destroyed. Such was the rapidity with which the 
fames spread that, in defiance of all the skill 'and exer- 
tions of the citizens, they soon extended to all the sur- 
rounding buildings. The fire advanced up the wharf 
as far as Pore-street, following which north-easterly, it 
swept all before it on the lower side of that street as far 
as S. Winship's brick store, at the head of Portland 
Pier, where it was effectually checked in that direction. 
From the head of Ingraham's Wharf it consumed all 
the buildings fronting the lower side of the street as far 
as the head of Long Wharf, where it was again checked. 
From Fore-street down Long Wharf its progress was 
stopped at the store of Messrs. Deering& Warren, which 
was partly consumed, and then pulled down to prevent 
the further progress of the flames. On Ingraham's 
Wharf it was checked at the store of Thomas Dodge, 
which was also levelled for that purpose. On the pier 
it was stopped at the block shop of Cammell & Connor, 
which was partly consumed. The whole range of 
buildings on the southerly side of Fore-street, between 
WinshipV store at the head of the pier and of Long 
Wharf, was destroyed, and on ^ach of the wharves to a 
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line parallel with the street They were all occupied 
for stores. Loss $35,000. 

December 1st, 1846. A fire broke out in a foundery, 
owned by a Mr. Fuller, which was destroyed, with the 
stove furnace of Mr. Barstow, six dwelling-houses, and 
the store of Dean & Brother. Most of the contents were 
destroyed, with the buildings. Ix>ss $25,000. 

August 24th, 1847. A fire commenced in the twine 
factory of Mr. Foye, on Cotton-street, which soon ex- 
tended to the dwellings adjoining, some twelve in num- 
ber, which, with their contents, were destroyed. Such 
was the rapidity of the flames, that the families occur 
pying the houses had barely time to escape with their 
lives, saving nothing but what they wore at the time. 
Fourteen buildings in all were destroyed. Loss $25,000. 

December 7th, 1851. The store of Larabee & Jordan, 
on Commercial Wharf, was destroyed by fire. The 
flames extended down the wharf, and in a short time 
the stores of Lee, Conant, and E. & C. P. Ingraham, 
were in flames. From thence the fire spread with great 
rapidity to the stores of H. G. Clark, J. Proctor, and 
B. Wilkins, which were also destroyed. Here the prog- 
ress of the fire was arrested by the strenuous exertions 
of the firemen, some of whom stood to their brakes till 
their faces were blistered, and the drag-ropes burned off 
the engines. The stores of J. Saville, J. M. Kellogg, 
and Perley & Russell, ship-chandlers, were burned, 
with a large three-story store just finished. On the 
south side of the wharf every building was swept away, 
in the following order : the stores of Atkins & Lovitte, 
N. Goold, Hodgden & Mason, E. A. Norton, and Rogers 
& Co. From Conmiercial Wharf it extended to Long 
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WRarf, destroying four extensive stores, occupied by 
D. T. Chase, which were filled with corn and flour, all 
of which was consumed with the building. The fire 
now swept down the wharf with tremendous fury, de- 
stroying every building on it. No less than twenty- 
seven stores and nine vessels were burned. At the time 
the fire broke out it was low tide, and no water could 
be procured for the engines. Loss $150,000. 

January 8th, 1854. A &xh broke out in the Custom- 
house, which soon destroyed that building, also the 
Post-Office, Reading-room, Atlantic Bank, Natural His- 
tory Society's rooms, and J. S. Bailey's bookstore. The 
valuable collection of the Natural History Society was 
also totally destroyed, as were all the records of the 
Grand Lodge of the Independent Order, of Odd Fellows. 
This fire was the most destructive one that had occurred 
for a great length of time. Loss $175,(X)0. 

June 24th, 1856. The stable of Barker & Dingley, 
on Temple-street, was destroyed by fire. Also the 
Temple-street Church, Cod man House, Casco House, 
and some small wooden buildings in the rear. The fire 
then spread across Temple-street, burning two or three 
wooden buildings on the southerly side, together with 
the stores occupied by Messrs. Paine, Winship, Pray, 
and Dyer. It then communicated to Muzzy's Block, 
which was also destroyed. All the buildings destroyed 
were used for stores, offices, dwelling-houses, &c., and 
the occupants saved most of their goods. The weather 
was very favorable for the firemen, as there was very 
little or no wind at the time. Loss $80,000. 



CHAPTER XV. 

THE FIRE DEPARTMENT OF WASHIN0TON, P. C. 

The Fire Department of this city is conducted upon 
the volunteer system, and is rery efficient. The de- 
partment is under the control or management of a Board 
of Presidents, who are elected yearly by the members 
of the Fire Department. The President of the oldest 
company is ex-officio President, and acts as chief en- 
gineer. The companies receive twenty-five dollars a 
year each, from insurance companies in the city, to aid 
in keeping the apparatus in repair. Measures are being 
taken to procure an act of Congress to advance and 
protect the department. The officers of the different 
companies consist of a president and vice-president, 
clerk and steward, who are elected by ^he members of 
the companies. 

The department consists of six engine companies, 
namely, Columbia, No. 1 ; Union, No. 2 ; Anacosta, 
No. 3 ; Franklin, No. 4 ; Perseverance, No. 6 ; Nortliern 
Liberties, No. 6; one hose company. Western, No. 1, 
one hundred men ; three hook-and-ladder companies, 
namely, Metropolitan, No. 1, one hundred men ; Niagara, 
No. 2, one hundred and fifty men. 

The companies are not limited in regard to the num- 
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ber of men, as some of them have one hundred and fifty 
members, but the average number is one hundred. 

The capitol was buraed by the British^ during the 
last war. Since that time several large fires have 
occurred in the city. 

December, 1836. The General Post-office, the Patent 
Office, and the Washington Post-office, were destroyed 
by fire. The clerks of the General Post-office had re- 
tired to rest at half past two, only an hour and a half 
before the fire was discovered. Up to that time there 
were not the slightest indications of fire. The messen- 
ger, who slept in the adjoining room, was awakened, 
about half past three, by the smoke which filled his 
room. He called the watchman, and they found that 
the wood in the cellar below the city post-office, and 
the floor of that apartment, was on fire. The smoke 
in all the rooms was so dense that the firemen could 
not enter without being in danger of sufibcation. Soon 
as the doors were opened the whole of the eastern wing 
was enveloped in flames. A large amount of property 
was destroyed. The fire was confined to the eastern 
wing of the. building. Loss unknown. 

April 13th, 1840. The building occupied as the 
printing-office of Longer & Sullivan, also for the Demo- 
cratic Review^ was, with its contents, destroyed by fire. 
Loss $28,000. 

March 5th, 1845. A fire was discovered in the green 
room of the National Theatre, and in a short time the 
flames extended to every part of the building. At the 
time of the breaking out of the fire the theatre was 
filled with spectators, all of whom escaped in safety 
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from the building, A high wind was blowing at the 
time from the south-west, communi<jg.ting the flames to 
a block of buildings extending from the theatre to 
Thirteenth-street, which soon were enveloped by them. 
Another block of buildings, extending from the corner 
of Thirteenth and E streets, was soon on fire and de- 
stroyed with the others. Estimated loss $150,000. 

August 19th, 1848. A fire occurred in a building 
opposite the " White House." The building was de- 
stroyed, with the residence of Major Graham ; also his 
library and all of his papers. Loss unknown. 

December 24th, 1851. A fire broke out in the Con- 
gress library room, and, before it could be subdued, de- 
stroyed a valuable amount of property. The library 
of Jefferson, one of the most celebrated in the country, 
and which was the most prominent attraction of the 
room, shared in the general ruin, not even a single 
volume being saved. The smoke was so dense that 
persons who rushed in were unable to save anything 
except some four or five portraits of the Presidents. 
The marble busts, a number of splendid cases, one of 
them containing twelve hundred bronze medals, together 
with all the magnificent works of art in the. cases, were 
consumed. The entire library contained upwards of 
sixty thousand volumes. Water was very scarce, and 
had to be conveyed into the capitol from basins in the 
ground, there being no reservoirs in the building ; but 
an engine was soon introduced into the rotunda, and did 
good service. The floor and all the passage-ways were 
afloat and thickly strown with old carpets and other 
rubbish. The roof fell in at half past eleven o'clock. 
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Among the few articles saved from the flames was the 
original Declaration of Independence. President Fill- 
more and the members of the cabinet were on the 
ground nearly the whole time, and rendered eflicient 
aid in checking the flames. Loss $275,000. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

THE FIKE DEPARTMENT OF TROY. 

The Fire Department of this city is under the super- 
intendence of a chief engineer and two assistant en- 
gineers. It is conducted upon the volunteer system, 
and is considered very efficient. There are in the 4®- 
partment ten engine companies, three hose, and two 
hook-and-ladder companies. The companies are not 
limited in regard to the number of members. The city 
has suffered much from extensive conflagrations, as 
will be seen by the accounts of fires. The author has 
no regular report from Troy, and if there is any mistake 
it is not his fault, but must be charged to the neglect 
of the chief engineer of that city, who has failed to 
send a correct report. 

July 13th, 1846. A fire occurred in the plaster-mill 
in the rear of the old cotton factory at the state dam. 
The mill and the factory were totally destroyed, to- 
gether with the city flour-mill adjoining. The old fac- 
tory was used as a wheat storehouse. The quantity 
of wheat and flour destroyed was inunense. The fire 
burned very rapidly, and the heat was intense. Loss 
$55,000. 
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May 1st, 1848. A fire broke out in the stables of the 
Mechanic Hall, on River-street, which swept through 
them all, destroying all the stages and stage^houses. 
The flames crossed River-street, burning everything as 
far as Ferry-street. The flames then extended to Troy- 
street, and from that to Congress-street, and the whole 
square of buildings above mentioned was consumed, 
in all about thirty buildings. Seventeen horses perished 
in the flames. Loss $150,000. 

April I5th, 1849. A fire originated in the liquor store 
of J. P. Kellogg, on River-street, which was destroyed, 
together with the large iron store of H. To ton & Co., and 
the dry goods store of Southwick, Forbes & Co. The 
buildings were five-story brick stores. Loss $50,000. 

February 14th, 1851. Owen's paper factory, on 
River-street, was, with all its contents, destroyed by 
fire. Loss $40,000. 

October 28th, 1852. The car factory of Eaton, Gil- 
bert & Co., was, with five new cars, and several dwel- 
lings adjoining, destroyed by fire, which also communi- 
cated to a row of brick buildings on Fulton-street, five 
of which and seven wooden ones were burned. The 
Baptist Church, on Fifth-street, caught fire and was 
consumed, with two or three dwelling-houses adjoining. 
Loss $60,000. 

November 13th, 1852. A fire was discovered in the 
iron works of Wagner, Richmond & Smith, and, before 
it could be checked, a large amount of property was 
destroyed. Loss $20,000. 

February 14th, 1853. A fire broke out in the engine 
house and machine shop of the Saratoga and Balliston 
Railroad, and in a short time the building, with all of 
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the machinery, one locomotive, and three passenger- 
cars, was destroyed. Loss $35,000. 

March 15th, 1853. The extensive machine shop of 
N. Starbuck & Son, was, with its contents, destroyed 
by fire. Loss $45,000. 

August 25th, 1854. A destructive conflagration oc- 
curred at this place, originating in the Troy planing- 
mill, at about one o'clock, p. m., Friday. It spread 
through the building almost instantly, and communi- 
cated to the adjoining wooden buildings on both sides 
of the street, and to the valuable lumber-yards in the 
vicinity. The breeze from the river was quite strong, 
urging the flames with uncontrollable fury along Front- 
street on both sides, and up the south side of Division- 
street to River-street, making a clean sweep, with the 
exception of a house on River-street. All the buildings 
on Front to Adams street, on either side, were destroyed. 
Commencing at the second house on River-street, below 
Division-street, on the west side, the fire swept every 
building to Adams-street, nearly a quarter of a mile, 
and below Adams-street destroying the railroad freight- 
house, machine shop, five hundred cords of wood, and 
other valuable property. Crossing River-street, the 
flames communicated to a large number of private 
dwellings, and to the immense three-story chair factory 
(known as Burges') ; up Adams, Washington, Liberty, 
to First and Second streets, and down these streets to 
Adams and South streets, destroying a large number of 
valuable buildings. On Adams-street more than three 
hundred buildings have been destroyed, and the loss is 
immense. Those acquainted with these localities will 
at once see that a valuable portion has been laid in 
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ruins, including a large number of costly and elegant 
private residences. When the flames reached the ex- 
tensive chair factory, — one of the most extensive in the 
country, — and the machine shop of the Hudson River 
Railroad, car-house and wood-shed, with one thousand 
cords of wood ready for use, the scene was truly terrific, 
and no attempt was made to stay its progress upon this 
property. The flames swept away \he extensive depot 
property in this vicinity with frightful velocity. It is 
estimated that lumber to the value of two hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars was destroyed. The fire 
was racing from one till after six o'clock, p. m., when 
it was stayed. Its whole progress, in a direct line, 
would be nearly a mile. The drought had rendered 
everything in the ^ihape of wood as dry as tinder, and 
the fire literally swept all before it. As soon as a build- 
ing caught, it was one mass of flame. Those who were 
able to move their goods had to move from place to 
place, and many had not time to move anything. 
Eight lumber-yards were destroyed. The amount of 
insurance ascertained on property is $165,500. 

August 2d, 1856. A fire originated in the carriage 
factory of Somerby, soon spread to the adjoining build- 
ings, and, before its progress could be checked, destroyed 
the livery stable of Mr. Kelly and the dwelling-houses 
of John Beringer, W. Clement, C. W. Cramer, and J. A. 
Lobdell. All the lumber on the east'side of the canal, 
from Coral-street to the residence of A. Dyer, was con- 
sumed. It was owned by Smith &, Craige and Lee & 
Hall. Loss of the former $30,000 ; the latter $15,000 ; 
and the entire loss of all not less than $80,000. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

THE FIRE DEPARTMENT OF BANGOR, MAINE. 

The Fire Department of this city is conducted upon 
the paid principle, and is very efficient for its numbers. 
It consists of a chief engineer and three assistant en- 
gineers, six engine companies, and one hook-and-ladder 
company. The companies are limited in regard to the 
number of men in each company. Very few large fires 
have occurred in this city. 



July 4th, 1834. A fire broke out in a wooden build- 
ing on Broad-street, and, before it could be arrested, the 
entire range of buildings on Broad and Maine streets 
was destroyed. Loss $35,000. 

December 22d, 1836. A fire occurred in a large block 
of wooden buildings. The entire block was destroyed, 
with a portion of its contents. Loss $15,000. 

August 1st, 1838. A disastrous fire occurred in Wall- 
street. It originated in a wooden building. The fire 
was not discovered till the roof fell in, and the flames 
then had made such headway that, before the fire de- 
partment began to play upon it, the buildings adjoining, 
being of wood, were in flames, and five of them were 
destroyed. Loss $22,000. 
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October 10th, 1849. Strickland block of buildings 
was, with it contents, entirely destroyed by fire. The 
block was occupied as stores, for the sale of various arti- 
cles of dry goods, groceries, boots and shoes, &c. Loss 
$30,000. 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

THE FIRE DEPARTMENT OF CHARLESTOWN, MASS. 

The Fire Department of this city is conducted upon 
the paid principle, and is very efficient. It consists of a 
chief engineer, who receives a salary of one hundred and 
fifty dollars per annum, and four assistant engineers, 
who receive fifty dollars a year each. There are in the 
department six engine companies, which receive five 
hundred dollars a year each for their services as firemen, 
one hook-and-Iadder company, which receives three 
hundred and twelve dollars and fifty cents, and one hose 
company, which receives one hundred dollars a year. 
The engine companies are allowed forty men each, the 
hook-and-ladder companies twenty-five men, the hose 
company eight men. There have been several large 
fires in the city, but, owing to the fact that a great 
number of fires have occurred in this vicinity, which 
we are unable to insert, we give only an account of the 
burning of the Ursuline Convent, and a description of 
a large fire which occurred near the Square. 

DESTRUCTION OF THE URSULINE CONVENT, AT CHARLESTOWN, 

AUGUST 11th, 1834. 

No event of a similar character has ever transpired 
in the United States, which has been the theme of so 
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much dissension and general conversation as the de- 
struction of the Ursuline Convent at Charlestown, in 
1834. And, as many and various rumors have been 
circulated, throughout the whole country, in relation to 
this exciting aflFair, we should do well to take a correct 
view of the matter, and endeavor to give all the facts 
gathered, from reliable evidence, as they really existed 
at that time. 

For about two months previous to its destruction 
many rumors were afloat that sundry persons were 
confined in the nunnery against their will ; that their 
friends were denied the privilege of visiting or even 
seeing them; that they were subjected to tortures of an 
outrageous character, as a punishment for their stub- 
bornness, and their disobedience of the commands of 
the lady superior and her satellites. Rumors were in 
circulation that one of the nuns had suddenly disap- 
peared in a most mysterious manner; that the internal 
arrangements of the convent were conducted in a man- 
ner not strictly in accordance with the moral sense of the 
community. Some had openly averr^ that the bishop 
had frequently been seen leaving the convent at very 
early hours of the morning; that he was in the habit 
of spending his evenings there also ; that Roman Catho- 
lic priests also, of Charlestown and vicinity, were seen 
leaving the convent at equally unseasonable hours, &c. 

Now all these things, as is well known, only tended 
to create a more bitter and hostile feeling, in the minds 
of the citizens of Charlestown, against that institution. 
Story after story was circulated in regard to transac- 
tions which were reported as having transpired in the 
convent, — such as we have just intims^t^, The. excite- 
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ment ran very high at this time ; yet nothing was done, 
by those who had control of the convent, to allay it in 
tlie slightest degree. 

About a month before the burning of the convent a 
nun, by the name of Harrison, made her escape from 
the nunnery at twelve o'clock, noon, and proceeded 
immediately to her brother's house in Cambridge. 
When the bishop learned that she had made her escape, 
he immediately proceeded to Cambridge, and had an 
interview with Miss Harrison, at her brother's house; 
and, after much earnest persuasion and the promise of 
the bishop that, if she would return to the convent^ in 
the course of three or four weeks she should be released 
with honor, she consented to return. The promise of 
the bishop, however, was not kept. Upon these facts 
coming to knowledge, hand-bills of an exciting charac- 
ter were posted up through Charlestown and vicinity, 
calling a meeting of the citizens to take into considera- 
tion the best course to be pursued in relation to this 
matter. The excitement in the public mind was so 
great at one time that the selectmen of Charlestown, 
in order to allay it and preserve tranquillity, were 
obliged to take steps to have the matter fully investi- 
gated. They proceeded in committee to the nunnery, 
and rang the bell. The wicket at the side of the door 
was opened, and they were asked, *' What is your busi- 
ness here?" The committee informed the lady supe- 
rior that they were the selectmen of the town of 
Charlestown; -that the public were greatly excited in 
consequence of Miss Harrison being kept in durance 
against her will ; that they wished the privilege of con- 
versing with the lady in question, in order that they 
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might report their interview with her, and prevent a riot 
by so doing. 

The reply^ which they received was, that if they 
attempted to enter within the convent she (the lady 
superior) would give the alarm, and have the bishop 
notified, who would bring twenty thousand Irishmen to 
pull their houses down over their heads. [See the tes- 
titpony of the lady superior at the trial at Cambridge.] 
The selectmen paid three visits to the convent for the 
purpose of learning the truth of the rumor concerning 
Misp Harrison, hut were unsuccessful. They finally 
bad an interview with the bishop, and arrangements 
wejr€ made for them to visit the nunnery on Monday, the 
eleventh of August. In the mean time, the excitement 
had been increased by flaming hand-bills, which had 
been posted in every direction, calling upon the citizens 
to assemble at the Square in Charlestown ; and further 
declaring that the selectmen would not be allowed to 
enter the aijnnery; that Miss Harrison would not be 
set at liberty ; and it was time the citizens should take 
the. matter into their own hands, &c, ice. The time 
appointed for the selectmen's visit to the convent was 
at three o'clock in the afternoon ; from which time they 
were occupied within the convent until after six o'clock. 
They had a long conversation with the bishop, lady 
superior, and Miss Harrison. When th^y retired from 
the convent it was too late to issue printed circulars 
containing the full particulars of the result of their 
interview with the bishop and lady superior, and have 
them posted around the town, giving such account of 
their visit to the nunnery as would allay the excite- 
ment then existing in the ^linds of the public. Had 
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the persons who had the control of the convent given 
to the selectmen an opportunity of examining for them- 
selves, and only responded to a reasonable inquiry into 
this matter, especially of the nuns being kept there con- 
trary to their wishes, the convent would most probably 
have been standing at this day; at least it would not 
have been then destroyed. 

About eleven o'clock on Monday night a large fire 
was made by burning several tar-barrels upon the high- 
est point of a hill in the near vicinity of the convent. 
Soon after a party of from fifty to one hundred men, 
disguised with masks and fantastic dresses and painted 
faces, assembled in front of the building, and after 
informing the inmates of their object in appearing there, 
they gave them half an hour to pack up their baggage 
and effects, and leave the convent; after which they 
retired a short distance from the place, to consult 
further with one another as to the best course to pursue 
in order to accomplish their purpose. When the time 
had fully expired which had been given to the inmates 
to enable them to leave, and seeing no appearance of 
their intention to comply with the request, they com- 
menced an assault upon the convent. The nuns, some 
of them, were placed in carriages and taken to such 
places as they desired. Some, who were much fright- 
ened, retreated, taking with them some of the children 
from the convent ; they left by the rear door, passing 
through the garden. 

The distress and terror of the scene were heightened, 
by the solicitude of the nuns for one of their number, 
who was confined to her bed by a disease from which 
she was not expected to recover. The assailants, in 
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the mean time, had forced open the doors and windows 
of the building, and removed most of the furniture, 
among which were three piano-fortes, a harp, and other 
musical instruments, into the garden, where they were 
destroyed. At about half past twelve o'clock the build- 
ing was set on flre in the second story of the western 
wing, and in a few hours it was entirely destroyed. 
The chapel, the bishop's lodge, the stable, and the 
old nunnery, — a large wooden building situated a short 
distance from the convent,— ^ were set on fire, and were 
burned in a short time. The work of destruction 
continued until daylight, when the mob dispersed, and 
all that remained of the famous Ursuline Convent was 
the blackened walls and smouldering ruins. 

The burning of the main building, which was eighty 
feet long and four stories high, occupied about two hours. 
Among the other buildings were a farm-house and cot- 
tage. The inmates of the convent consisted of the 
lady superior, six nuns, three female attendants, and 
from fifty to sixty children, who had been placed there 
for instruction, by their friends, many of whom were 
Protestants. 

A very large number of people were assembled to 
witness the destruction of the nunnery. After the main 
building had been fired, an alarm of fire was given, and 
the firemen with their engines, from Cambridge, Chelsea, 
Boston, and other places in the vicinity of Charlestown, 
repaired at once to the scene of conflagration. But no 
water was thrown upon the buildings, neither was there 
any attempt made to arrest the progress of the devour- 
ing flames. 

At one o'clock, p. m., on Tuesday, a meeting of the 
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citizens of Boston was held in Faneuil Hall, by liotifi-* 
cation of the mayor. Public excitement was very great, 
and the hall was crowded to suffocation. The mayor * 
briefly stated the object of the meeting, which was then 
addressed by Josiah Quincy, Jr., Hon. H. G. Otis, and 
George Bond, Esq. After several speeches, the fol- 
lowing resolutions were offered by Col. Quincy, and 
adopted : 

^* Resolved, That, in the opinion of the citizens of 
Boston^ the late attack on the Ursuline Convent in 
Charlestown, occupied only by defenceless females, was 
a base and cowardly act, for which the perpetrators 
deserve the contempt and detestation of the community. 

^^ Resolved, That the destruction of property, and 
danger of life, caused thereby, call loudly on all good 
citizens to express individually and - collectively the 
abhorrence they feel of this high-handed violation of 
the laws. 

^^ Resolved, That we, the Protestant citizens of Bos- 
ton, do pledge ourselves, collectively and individually, 
to unite with our Catholic brethren in protecting their 
persons, their property, and their civil and religious 
rights. 

** Resolved, That the mayor and aldermen be re- 
quested to take all measures consistent with law to 
carry the foregoing resolutions into effect; and as citi- 
zens we tender our personal services to support the 
laws, under the direction of the city authorities. 

^^ Resolved, That the mayor be requested to nominate 
a committee from the citizens at large, to investigate 
the proceedings of the last night, and to adopt every 
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suitable mode to bring the authors and abettors of this 
outrage to justice. 

'^The following committee was nominated by the 
mayor : 

** H> G. Otis, John D. Williams, James Austin, Henry 
Lee, James Clarke, Cyrus Alger, John Henshaw, Fran- 
cis J. Oliver, Mark Healy, Charles G. Loring, Charles 
G. Green, Isaac Harris, Thomas H. Perkins, John 
Rayner, Henry Gassett, Daniel D. Broadhead, Noah 
Brooks, H. F. Baker, Z. Cook, Jr., George Darracott, 
Samuel Hubbard, Henry Farnam, Benjamin F. Hallet, 
John K. Simpson, John Cotton, Benjamin Rich, William 
Sturgis, Charles P. Curtis. 

'^ On motion of Mr. George Bond the committee of 
twenty-eight were requested to consider the expediency 
of providing funds to repair the damage done to the 
convent and other buildings. 

'* On motion of John C. Parks, Esq., it was 

^^ Resolved, That the mayor be authorized and re- 
quested to oflfer a very liberal reward to any individual 
who, in case of further excesses, will arrest and bring 
to punishment any leader in such outrages. 

" Theodore Lyman, Jr., Chairman, 
"Zebedee Cook, Jr., Secretary, '^^ 

There appeared in the papers of next morning a card 
from the selectmen of Charlestown, giving an account 
of their visit to the nunnery, and their interview with 
the bishop, lady superior, and Miss Harrison. 

If the persons who had control of that institution had 
exercised judgment and care in this matter, — if they had 
allowed the selectmen to enter the convent upon their 
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first visit, — we should not have had occasion to write 
this history of a sad and lamentable affair; no meeting 
would have been called at Faneuil Hall, — no resolutions 
required to express the indignation of the citizens upon 
such an outrage. 

The blame must fall wiiere it belongs. If those who 
immigrate from Europe think that they can carry out 
their own nefarious views, and constitute exclusive 
convents in this country, they are mistaken. Persons 
cannot be confined in a convent here, against their 
wishes, without incurring public scrutiny. Every 
person is entitled to his or her freedom, and it will not 
do for those who are imbued with European ideas of 
convents to undertake to carry out such ideas in a 
Republican country ; if they do, there is cause to appre- 
hend occurrences similar in character to the burning of 
the convent at Charlestown. The entire blame of the 
destruction of the Ursuline Convent rests upon the 
bishop and the lady superior, who,, by refusing admis- 
sion to the selectmen of Charlestown to the nunnery, 
brought sudden destruction upon it. 



August 25th, 1835. At about six o'clock, Tuesday 
afternoon, a destructive fire broke out in Charlestown. 
It commenced in a wooden building, tenanted by an 
Irish family, on Main-street, near the old Charles River 
Bridge. The fire soon communicated^to the surround- 
ing buildings, nearly all of which were wood. Owing 
to a deficiency of water, the fire could not be checked 
in its outset, and, before two hours had elapsed, half 
of Charlestown seemed to be in flames. The spacious 
Square in front of the Market-house was filled with the 



THB FIREMAN. 223 

• 

furnkure and goods of those whose houses were threat- 
ened or destroyed by the flames. Distracted women 
and children, looking back upon the ruins of their 
homes, might have been seen hastening in all direc- 
tions. Many families were rendered houseless by this 
sudden calamity. The scene was in the highest degree 
appalling, and immense crowds of people from the 
neighboring towns were assembled to witness the con- 
flagration. It was a long time before any engines were 
brought to bear upon the fire, and, singular enough, one 
of the Boston engines threw the first stream. When 
the fire first broke out, a gentleman from Bangor, Maine, 
was present, who, as the first engine came up, in the 
enthusiasm of the moment threw oflf his coat, in the 
pocket of which was a pocket-book containing bank- 
bills and drafts to the amount of fifteen thousand dol- 
lars. He went to work upon the brakes. In a short 
time he missed his coat, and could not find it. The 
next morning it was returned to him, having been found 
by Captain Corm, of the brig Palestine, with the pocket- 
book and contents all safe. This fire raged, with 
unabated fury, till past ten o'clock, having destroyed 
seventy buildings. Loss- $200,000. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

THE FIKE DEPARTMENT OF BROOKLYN. 

The Fire Department of this city is conducted upon 
the volunteer system, and is one of the most eflBlcient in 
the State. It consists of a chief engineer and five assist- 
ants, twenty-two engine companies, three-hose and two 
hook-and-ladder companies. The department is under 
the control of the Board of Fire Commissioners and the 
engineers. The companies are allowed sixty men; 
each hose company forty men ; and the hook-and- 
ladder thirty men. Brooklyn has been favored in not 
having very many extensive conflagrations. 



January 21st, 1843. A fire was discovered in the 
cellar of a two-story wooden building, No. 22 Main- 
street. It spread with such rapidity that in a short 
time the surrounding buildings, being mostly of wood, 
and it being very dry, were enveloped in flames. Many 
of the inmates were obliged to jump from the windows. 
Estimated loss $100,000. 

July 25th, 1844. A very extensive conflagration 
occurred on the morning of the 25th, and, before it 
could be subdued, twenty-six houses were entirely de- 
stroyed. Estimated loss $100,000. 
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July 25th, 1844. The carpet factory on the corner 
of Bridge and Tolman streets was totally destroyed by 
fire. The flames extended to the buildings adjoining 
on Tolman, York, and Bridge streets, raging with the 
most frightful rapidity, and in a short time the entire 
square was destroyed. The supply of water having 
been exhausted, the firemen could do nothing to stay 
the progress of the flames. In this emergency aid was 
solicited from the New York department, which was 
promptly given by despatching eleven of their engines 
to the assistance of their brethren in Brooklyn. They 
were accompanied by a Philadelphia company, which 
was on a visit to New York; and, by the combined 
efibrts of the fitemen of the two cities, the flames were 
at last subdued, not, however, before some twenty build- 
ings were totally destroyed, besides the factory, and a 
large number badly injured. This fire was most se- 
verely felt by those who inhabited the burnt district, as 
they were mostly laboring people, and lost their all. 
A large number of persons were thrown out of employ- 
ment. Loss $200,(X)0. 

December 12th, 1845. The extensive rope factory 
of Tucker, Cooper & Co. was totally destroyed by fire, 
together with all the machinery connected with the 
building, and a large stock of cordage. The works were 
very extensive, being some twelve hundred feet long, 
and built of brick. By this conflagration a large num- 
ber of persons were thrown out of employment in the 
dead of winter, which caused much suffering. Loss 
$50,000. 

July 6th, 1850. A fire occurred in Thome's four- 
story store, fronting on East River, near Fulton Ferry, 
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and at the foot of Brooklyn Heights. The store and 
three others were consumed. One or two of these were 
used by government as store-houses, and contained oil, 
cotton, molasses, sugar, and saltpetre. The latter article 
exploded, and extended the fire to a turpentine distil- 
lery, which, with several sheds, was burnt. Three 
vessels were in great danger, and one caught fire ; but 
they were saved by being towed into the stream. One 
man had an arm broken, and one engine was hauled 
into the river to save it from being burned. The ex- 
plosion of the saltpetre was heard three miles. Loss 
$400,000. 

September 28th, 1851. A whole block of buildings, 
extending from Atlantic to William street, was de- 
stroyed by fire. There were fourteen houses in the 
block, occupied by poor families, who, in losing their 
little, lost all. Three persons were burned to death. 
Loss $35,000. 

December 10th, 1853. A block of eight dwelling- 
houses on Brooklyn Heights, known as Colonnade Row, 
was destroyed by fire. A large amount of furniture 
was broken and damaged, thus adding to the loss. 
Loss $150,000. 

March 29th, 1854. A block of dwelling-houses situ- 
ated on Hamilton Avenue was destroyed by fire. But 
little of the contents of the buildings was saved. Loss 
$35,000. 

April 28th, 1854. The turpentine works of Mr. Nor- 
ris, together with a warehouse containing a large quan- 
tity of government stores, were entirely destroyed by 
fire. Loss $50,000. 

August 23d, 1854. A fire occurred in the lumber- 
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yard of Allen & Giflford, on Hamilton Avenue, and 
soon spread to the adjoining buildings and two store- 
houses containing a large quantity of hemp, sugar and 
molasses, owned by A. R. & G. Griswold. The bark 
Brinkerhofi" caught fire, a,nd was badly damaged in her 
spars and rigging. Loss ^30,000. 



CHAPTER XX. 



THE FIEE DEPARTMENT OF CHARLESTON, S. C. 



The Fire Department of this city is conducted upon 
the volunteer principle, and is one of the best organized 
in the United States. It is under the control of the 
Board of Fire Masters, which consists of a chief and 
two assistants, with the Presidents of the different com- 
panies, as follows: 

Chief Fire Master, G. W. Bowman ; First Assistant, 
M. H. Nathans : Second Assistant, E. Fergeand. 



G. R. Richards, President 


of Etna, 


No. 1. 


Benjamin Lucas, 






Charleston, 


'' 2. 


B. M. Strobel, 






Eagle, 


'' 3. 


Fred. Van Sprecken, 






German, 


" 4. 


J. A. Thowron, 






Hope, 


" 5. 


J. M. Whiting, 






Marion, 


'' 6. 


Arch. Cameron, 






Palmetto, 


u 7^ 


R. D. Bacott, 






Phoenix, 


" 8. 


S. Y. Tupper, 






Vigilant, 


'' 9. 


W. H. Lafar, 






Washington, 


'' 10. 


A. Roulain, 






Charles. Axe 


Company. 


S. H. Openheim, 






Palmetto " 


li 


E. P. Elford, 






Protection Company. 
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There are in the department ten engines manned by 
whites, and ten manned by negroes, who have white 
presidents, who are responsible for the apparatus under 
their charge. The individual members receive no pay, 
but the engine which puts the first stream lipon the 
fire receives a premium of twenty-five dollars; and 
all of the white companies receive sixteen dollars per 
hour while working at fires. The ofiicers of the com- 
panies consist of a president, vice-president, secretary, 
four directors, and two axemen. The companies are 
divided into four squads, who successively perform 
duty monthly, and are obliged to keep the apparatus in 
good condition and ready for use. The directors of 
each company select a foreman, whose duty it is to 
summon their respective squads on duty. The com- 
panies are not limited in regard to the number of men 
for each company. 

The accounts of fires for this city commence in 1833; 
some of them have been very destructive. 



February 17th, 1833. A fire originated in an old 
wooden building, completely consuming it, and then 
spreading to the adjoining bijildings, which, being of 
wood, afibrded fuel for the flames, which raged with 
uncontrollable fury, and in a short time no less than 
forty houses were destroyed. Loss $35,000. 

June 5th, 1835. A fire broke out on the west side 
of Meeting-street, and destroyed all the buildings on 
that side of the street from Rane's corner to the corner 
of Haskell-street, laying in ruins Trescott's Row. At 
the commencement of the fire the wind was blowing 
strong from the west, and the flames swept everything 

20 
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before them. Veering from this point, the wind then 
drove the fire with increased fury, destroying the four 
squares bounded by Market and Haskell streets on the 
south and north, Meeting-street on the west, and Maiden 
Lane and Anson-street on the east. The St. Stephen 
Chapel and the Baptist lecture-room, on Guignard-street, 
were reduced to ashes. To the south of Maiden Lane 
the three squares, bounded by Market, Ellery, Guig- 
nard, and Pinckney streets, were burned. A large 
number of the citizens lost all they possessed, and some 
of the wealthiest were reduced to poverty. No less 
than one hundred and eighty-two buildings were de- 
stroyed. Loss $200,000. 

January 21st, 1837. A fire occurred in the cotton 
factory of Mr. Magruder, and in a short time the build- 
ing, with its entire contents, was destroyed. Loss 
$40,000. 

April 27th, 1838. A fire was discovered, a quarter 
past eight, p. m., in a paint store on the western side of 
King-street, corner of Beresford-street. The wind was 
blowing a gale from the south-west, and drove the 
flames across King-street, destroying that whole section 
of the city from Beresford-street to the Bay. The fire 
extended up King-street with terrible rapidity. Among 
the buildings burnt were a number of churches, the 
new theatre, and the market-house. All the large 
business merchants were burned out. A large number 
of buildings were blown up, for the purpose of arresting 
the flames, but without avail. All the powder in the 
city was exhausted, and the reservoirs dry. The fire- 
men, worn out with a whole night's unavailing ,toil, 
found themselves in the morning able to make but a 
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feeble resistance to the devouring flames. More than 
one half of the city lay in one vast heap of smouldering 
ruins. Sad, indeed, was the spectacle that greeted the 
eye of the beholder when the fays of the morning sun 
lighted this vast funeral pile of wealth, beneath whose 
still burning fragments were imprisoned the charred 
remains of many of the young and old, who but yester- 
day rejoiced in the sunlight of Ufe and hope. Thus in 
one short night was this flourishing city laid in ashes, 
her people turned houseless forth, their substance and. 
wealth to the amount of millions of dollars destroyed. 
Hundreds of families not only lost their. homes, but 
were utterly ruined by this calamity. Loss estimated 
at $2,000,000. 

October 22d, 1839. A fire originated in a wooden 
building on Market-street, and, before its progress could 
be arrested, five dwellings were destroyed, and several 
very badly damaged. Loss $30,000. 

May 7th, 1849. A fire broke out in Boundary-street, 
which destroyed two entire squares, numbering one hun- 
dred and fifty buildings, mostly small. The weather 
was extremely warm, and the material of which the 
buildings were composed was dry as tinder. The fire 
swept through them with resistless fury, and, water 
being scarce, nothing could prevent the progress of the 
flames. Loss $100,000. 

May 17th, 1850. A fire commenced in Johnson's 
cottou warehouse, and, before it could be checked, de- 
stroyed the warehouses of Crew & Brumley, with an 
immense quantity of cotton. This was one of the 
largest fires that had ever occurred in this city. Loss 
$350,000. 
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November 19th, 1850. At one o'clock, a. m., a fire 
occHrred in the foundery of Comers, Dermot & Co., 
situated on Hayle-street, near Union Wharf. The 
building, with its conteivts, also a large wooden store- 
house, and other buildings, were entirely destroyed. 
At one time an extensive conflagration was appre- 
hended, owing to the want of water, which, for a time, 
prevented all efibrts to check the flames. Loss $40,000. 

November 28th, 1861. The buildings on the corner 
of George and King streets were destroyed by fire. 
They were occupied as stores, by a number of persons, 
most of whom lost all their goods. The building next 
the corner, which was also destroyed, was occupied as 
a dwelling. Loss $40,000. 

December 19th, 1851. The coach factory of U. S. 
Gay, with its entire contents, including tools, was de- 
stroyed by fire. Loss $25,000. 

December 24th, 1852. The grocery store of Q. Steilt 
was destroyed by fire. The flames spread to the 
adjoining buildings, several of which were badly dam- 
aged. Several firemen were seriously injured. Loss 
$30,000. 

April 4th, 1853. A fire broke out on the west side 
of King-street, above Morris, which destroyed no less 
than twenty houses. Though quite extensive, the fire 
was not the cause of very great loss, as the buildings 
were mostly small. Loss $40,000. 

March 29th, 1854. Nine stores, occupied by Lane, 
Brown, Beach, Cohen, Fanning, Courtney, Gillard, an<\ 
others, were destroyed by fire. No further details weic^ 
given. Loss $400,000. 



'ir 



CHAPTER XXI. 

THE FIRE DEPARTMENT OF BALTIMORE, Ml). 

The Fire Department of this city differs from that of 
any other city in the Union. It is volunteer, and is 
one of the most efficient in the United States. The 
acts of the Legislature differ so materially from the 
acts for the organization of fire departments in other 
States, that we publish them, with the rules and regu- 
lations of the department. The city is divided into 
eighteen fire districts, and tj^ companies are confined 
to their own districts in the case of fire. Below will be 
found the rules by which the department is governed. 



CHARTER OF THE BALTIMORE UNITED FIRE DEPART 
MENT, AND SUPPLEMENT THERETO. 



AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE BALTIMORE UNITED FIRE DEPART- 
MENT, (passed DECEMBER SESSION, 1833 CH. 187.) 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of 
Maryland, That the Association of Delegates chosen 
by and representing the several fire companies in the 
city of Baltimore, composed of seven delegates from 
each of the said companies, and the delegates from every 
other fire company which shall be established in the 

2a. ^ 
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city of Baltimore, and appoint delegates to associate 
with those of the fire companies named in this act, be 
and they are hereby incorporated and made a body 
politic by the name, style and title, of " The Baltimore 
U?iited Fire Department, ^^ and by that name may have 
continued succession, and shall be capable of suing and 
being sued, of making, having, using and altering, a 
common seal; of making contracts without seal; of 
purchasing, holding, leasing, selling and conveying, 
lands, tenements, goods, chattels, and estates, real, per- 
sonal and mixed; and may receive, hold and invest, in 
such manner as they shall deem most safe and pro- 
ductive, contributions, donations," subscriptions, gifts, 
devices and bequests, and use and apply the same, and 
the income and proceeds of all the funds and property 
of the said corporation, or entrusted to them, to the 
benevolent purposes and objects contemplated and 
authorized by this act : provided, always, that the clear 
net income of the property and invested funds of the 
said corporation shall not exceed twenty thousand dol- 
lars per annum, without the further permission of the 
Legislature. 

Sec. 2. A7id be it enacted, That each fire company 
named in this act, and each company that shall here- 
after become associated with them in the manner herein 
provided, may annually or oftener, at such time and in 
such manner as each several fire company shall for 
themselves determine, appoint seven delegates to repre- 
sent the respective companies in the Convention of 
Delegates of the Baltimore United Fire Department; 
any one or more of the members composing each dele- 
gation, in the absence of the others, shall be competent 
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to represent the company in the convention. Each 
delegate named in this act, or hereafter appointed in 
the manner herein provided, shall be entitled to hold 
his office until a new appointment shall be made ; and 
all vacancies occurring in any delegation may be filled 
by new appointments made by the proper fire company; 
the evidence of all which appointments shall be a cer- 
tificate by the president and secretary of the fire com- 
pany by which the appointment shall be made; and 
such certificate shall be a revocation of all previous ap- 
pointments made by the same fire company or for such 
company by this act. 

Sec. 3. And be it enacted, That the first named mem- 
her of the delegation representing each fire <;ompany in 
the Convention of Delegates as authorized by this act, 
shall together constitute ''The Board of Select Dele- 
gates of the Baltimore United Fire Department,'' a ma- 
jority of whom, when met, shall be a quorum and com- 
petent to exercise such poweffe and perform such duties, 
in relation to the objects contemplated by this act, as 
may be authorized or required by any by-laws, ordi- 
nances or resolutions, of the Convention of Delegates 
aforesaid, made or passed from time to time, as pro- 
vided bv this act — and the said Board of Select Dele- 
gates shall meet in the first instance at such time and 
place, in the city of Baltimore, as the five first named 
of them in this act, or any three of those five, shall ap- 
point, and notify the other members of the board. The 
President or presiding officer of the Convention of Dele- 
gates shall be entitled to preside at the meetings of the 
Board of Select Delegates, but the board may appoint 
an officer to preside in his absence, and may appoint 
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such Other officers as they shall deem necessary to 
transact any business or to perform any duty which 
may become necessary or require attention, until the 
Convention of Delegates shall otherwise provide; and 
the said board shall have power to fix a time and place 
for the meeting of the Convention of Delegates, of which 
the board shall cause public notice to be given in two 
or more of the daily newspapers published in the city 
of Baltimore, at least two days before the day appointed 
for such meeting ; which power the board may exercise 
from time to time, subject to the regulation of the con- 
vention. 

Sec. 4. Afid be it enacted^ That the Convention of 
Delegates of the Baltimore United Fire Department, 
appointed by or in the manner authorized by this act, 
when assembled, a delegation or representation of a 
majority of the fire companies associated in virtue of 
this charter being present, shall have power to pass 
and enact all by-laws which they shall deem necessary 
for the better regulation of fire companies so associated 
during their operations at fires ^ and for the redress of 
all grievances and settlement of all disputes between 
two or more of the said fire companies; and to enforce 
obedience to the said by-laws by imposing fines, or, in 
case of refusal to pay such fines, by expelling the fire 
company so refusing from the association and corpora- 
tion authorized by this act. The said convention shall 
also have power, by subscription, periodical contribu- 
tion, or other lawful means, to authorize and provide 
for the creation of a fund and the investment of the 
same from time to time in such manner as they shall 
deem most beneficial, safe and productive ; the net pro- 
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ceeds of which fund shall be applicable to the benevo- 
lent purposes of affording relief or assistance, comfort 
and support, to the members of fire companies in asso- 
ciation with the said United Fire Department, whose 
heahh or person shall have sustained any injury in as- 
sisting at a fire, or in performing any duty as a fireman, 
or in giving support or relief to the families of such 
members as shall be unfortunately deprived of life, or 
rendered incapable or less capable of laboring for their 
support by attending to their duties as firemen; to ap- 
point all such officers, agents, and servants, as shall be 
deemed necessary to effect the said benevolent purposes, 
and all other officers and agents which they shall con- 
sider to be necessary or convenient for conducting the 
affairs and transacting the business of " The Baltimore 
United Fire I>epartment," incorporated by this act; and 
all or any of the said officers, agents or servants in their 
discretion to dismiss for such cause as they shall deem 
sufficient, and to compensate as they may deem rea- 
sonable ; and to pass all such by-laws as shall be proper 
and necessary to exercise fully and beneficially all the 
powers granted or authorized by this act, and all by- 
laws passed by them, from time to time, to repeal, alter 
or renew; provided, always, that such by-laws shall 
not be contrary to any law of this State or of the United 
States, or ordinance of the city of Baltimore; and that 
no by-law shall be passed tending to control the rights 
of fire companies to use their apparatus at a fire in such 
manner as may be provided for by the constitutions of 
the said copipanies. In deciding all questions in the 
convention, when it shall be required by the delegates, 
or a majority of them representing any fire company, 
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the votes shall be taken by delegations, a majority of 
tlie delegates or delegate representing each fire company 
to be entitled to one vote; and the votes of a majority 
of the delegates from all the fire companies associated 
as aforesaid shall be necessary to pass, alter, or repeal 
any by-law, or to appoint or remove any officer of the 
corporation. 

SUPPLEMENT TO THB ACT, ENTITLED "AN ACT TO INCORPORATE 
THE BALTIMORE UNITED FIRE DEPARTMENT." (PASSED DECEMBER 
SESSION, 1839 — CH. 265.) 

Whereas, doubts have arisen whether the Convention 
of Delegates of the Baltimore United Fire Department 
authorized by the act to which this act is a supplement, 
have the power, under the fourth section of the said act, 
to jnvest permanently upon interest, the net proceeds 
arising from the fund now set apart by the said institu- 
tion to the benevolent purpose of afibrding relief to disa- 
bled firemen ; and whereas^ in thp experience of the 
said Baltimore United Fire Department, further powers 
than are now granted by the act incorporating the said 
institiition seem necessary to enable them effectually 
to suppress riot and insubordination at fires -i— therefore, 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of 
Maryla7id, That the Board of Select Delegates of the 
Baltimore United Fire Department, be and they are 
hereby authorized, with permission of the Baltimore 
United Fire Department, to invest permanently, from 
time to tinie, in Baltimore city, or other public securities, 
such part of the net proceeds arising annuajly from the 
Baltimore city stock or any other resources held by the 
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said institution, as may not be required for the relief of 
disabled firemen. 

Sec. 2. And be it enacted, The more effectually to 
enable the Baltimore United Fire Department to sup- 
press riot and insubordination at fires, and to bring the 
authors and instigators of the same to punishment, that 
the President of the said institution, or Chairman of the 
Standing Committee, or any committee appointed by 
them, whenever in their opinion an investigation into 
the origin of any riot at a fire, and an examination of 
witnesses in reference thereto, may elicit the truth and 
lead to the detection and conviction of the proper per- 
sons, may require and direct any single Justice of the 
Peace of the city of Baltimore, to issue his subpoBua, 
directed to any constable of the said city, commanding 
him to summon any person or persons who may be de- 
signated by the said president. Chairman of the Stand- 
ing Committee, or sub-committee, to appear before the 
said Baltimore United Fire Department, or Standing 
Committee, or sub-committee, as the case may be, to 
testify in the premises ; and the said Justice of the Peace 
shall have and exercise all the powers to coerce the 
attendance of -witnesses before the said Baltimore 
United Fire Department, or Standing Committee, or 
sub-committee, as they now possess by law in relation 
subpoenas returnable before them. 



BY-LAWS. 

Article 1. The officers of the Baltimore United Fire 
Department shall consist of a President, three Vice- 
Presidents, a Treasurer, and Secretary, who shall be 
chosen by ballot at their first stated meeting in January, 



240 THS JIREMAN. 

and annually thereafter, on the last Monday in January. 
No company shall furnish more than one o£ these officers 
at a time. There shall also be appointed at the same 
meeting a Standing Committee of three members from 
each company. ^ 

Art. 2. Stated meetings of the department shall be 
held on the last Monday of January, April, July and 
October, in each year, at such time and place as the 
President may direct. Special meetings may also be 
called at any time by the President, or, in his absence 
or refusal, by the Vice-Presidents, or, in the absence or 
refusal of all these officers, then by a majority of the 
Standing Committee. 

Art. 3. The President shall direct the Secretary 
when and where to call meetings of the department. 
He shall preside therein, and enforce the rules of order. 
He shall sign all orders on the Treasurer. In his ab- 
sence the Vice-Presidents shall discharge the duties of 
his office, in order of appointment. In the absence of 
all these officers there shall be appointed a President 
pro tern. 

Art. 4. The Treasurer shall collect all contributions 
and dues accruing to the department, and the same 
disburse under orders from the President, countersigned 
by the Secretary. He shall report in writing his pro- 
ceedings at each stated meeting. 

Art. 5. The Secretary shall call meetings of the 
department as herein provided for, giving at least one 
day's notice thereof to the members. He shall keep a 
fair record of the proceedings of the department, which 
shall be open at all times to the inspection of any 
member of the several fire companies attached thereto. 
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He shall attend all meetings of the department, and call 
the roll at the appointed time. * At each stated meeting 
he shall read the minutes of the preceding stated meet- 
ing, and all intervening special meetings. He shall 
furnish the chairman of committees with copies of reso- 
lutions under which they are to act, together with a list 
of the members thereof, within three days after the 
meeting at which they may have been passed. He 
shall superintend all printing done by order of the 
department. He shall be paid a compensation for his 
services, which shall be fixed at the stated meeting in 
January, annually, after the same have been rendered. 

Art. 6. The Standing Committee shall be an execu- 
tive body to the Baltimore United Fire Department, for 
the purpose of carrying into effect the rules and regula- 
tions for the government of the companies composing 
it ; they shall have power to hear and determine dis- 
putes which may happen between its members at a fire, 
by process verbal ; subject, nevertheless, in all cases, to 
an appeal K> the department. To do and transact in 
the recess of meetings such business as in their judg- 
ment may not require a meeting to be called. They 
shall have power to call special meetings of the depart- 
ment, as hereinbefore provided for. At fires they shall 
keep' together as much as practicable, and be known 
only in their ofiicial capacity, by each member having 
an appropriate badge on his hat, to be provided, by the 
department for their use. 

Art. 7. In the transaction of business, the vote shall 
be by companies, each company having one vote, a 
majority of whom shall constitute a quorum. But a 
majority of all the companies associated shall be neces- 

21 
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sary to pass, alter, or repeal any by-laws, or to appoint 
or remove any oflScer of the corporation. 

Art. 8. In order to defray the contingent and other 
expenses of the department, each company attached 
thereto shall pay into the hands of the Treasurer an 
annual contribution not exceeding live dollars. 

Art. 9. Any addition, alteration or amendment, to 
these by-laws shall be submitted in writing at one 
stated meeting, and if seconded, decided at the next. 



BULES OF OBDEB. 

1. A motion must be seconded before it can be dis- 
cussed, and every motion shall be reduced to writing, 
if the President shall require it. 

2. A motion may be withdrawn by the mover, before 
debate had thereon, but not after, without consent of 
the meeting. 

3. No member shall speak more than twice on any 
motion or question, without express leave of the chair. 

4. The previous question shall be in this form: 
'^'Shall the main question be now put?'' 

6. Any amendment of any motion may be made, 
which proposed amendment shall be decided before the 
original motion; and, if a motion consists of several 
parts, it shall be divided at the request of any member, 
and a question taken on each part. 

6. When a question is under discussion, no motion 
shall be made, unless to amend it, to postpone it, or 
commit, for the previous question, to lay on the table, 
or to adjourn. 

7. No question shall be called up or reconsidered at 
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the meeting at which it may have been decided, without 
the consent of a majority of those who voted upon it. 

8. Every member when speaking shall address him- 
self to the President, and if a member be out of order, 
it shall be the duty of the President, and the privilege 
of any member, to call him to order. 

9. The President may sp^ak to points of order, in 
preference to other members, and shall decide all ques- 
tions of order, subject to an appeal to the department 
by any two members. 

10. If any member thinks himself aggrieved, or 
denied any right by the President, he may respectfully 
require the decision of the department. 

11. Immediately after the President takes the chair 
the names of the members shall be called over, and the 
minutes of the preceding meeting read, and any correc- 
tions, that may be suggested therein, decided upon, 
before the department proceed to. any other business. 

12. Resolved, That the roll shall be called within 
fifteen minutes after the time fixed for the meeting of 
the department, or Standing Committee, and any com- 
pany not having a delegate in attendance shall be fined 
Jive dollars, which may be remitted at the first subse- 
quent meeting, upon suflicient reason being given. 

The above resolution was passed at a meeting of the 
Baltimore United Fire Department, held at the City 
Hall, on Monday evening, July 25th, 1842. 

Wm. H. Watson, Sec. B. U. F. D. 
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BULKS, RESOLUTIONS AND REGULATIONS, FOR THE GOVERNMENT OV 

FIRE COMPANIES. 

1st. Those companies having Bells attached to their 
engine-houses, are requested to place them under such 
regulations as will (as far as possible) prevent their 
being rung on false alarms of fire. Any company dis- 
obeying this rule shall be fined Jive dollars for each 
ofience. 

2d. No company, unless prepared with its apparatus 
to use the water of a pump, fire-phig, or other water 
source, shall retain it, if demanded by a company thus 
prepared, under a penalty of twenty dollars for each 
ofience : provided^ howeverf that no company thus fully 
prepared shall attempt the violent possession of such 
pump, fire-plug, or other water source, under a penalty 
of twenty dollars for each ofience. 

3d. All companies are requested to avoid passing 
with their apparatus on the pavement or foot-ways, 
miless impelled so to do by the condition of the streets. 
Any company disobeying this regulation shall be fined 
ten dollars for each ofience : provided, however, that the 
United Fire Company be permitted to run their appa- 
ratus (the large engine excepted) over the pavement 
from their engine-house south to Pratt-street; and from, 
their engine-house north to Lombard-street and Gilling- 
ham's Alley. 

4th. Each company to be cautious in the admissio- 
of members, and prompt in the expulsion of the d^ 
orderly. 

5th. In returning from fires, or alarms of fires^ --V\\!& 
companies are requested to move with order and nr^:^ ^ ^ 
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ation ; and should they meet another company, each is 
requested to take ihe right of the street, under a penalty 
of twenty dollars for eacii offence. And should any 
company, or any part of its apparatus, in proceeding to, 
or reiiiruing from a fire, or an alarm of fire, turn in 
front of anotlier, thereby cutting said company off, 
unless the progress of the company thus passing or 
turning in front shall be impeded by inevitable obstacles, 
it shall be subject to the penalty o^ twenty dollars. 

6th. Any fire company procuring new running hose 
shall adopt the standard screw. 

7th. It is recommended that every member of a fire 
company wear his equipments or badge at fires. 

8th. No company shall admit minors as members of 
their respective companies. 

9th, Resolved, That the use of intoxicating liquors 
among the fire companies composing this department 
be entirely discontinued, and that, in case it should be 
ascertained that any company or companies shall permit 
the use of intoxicating liquors among their members at 
fires, such company or companies be ffned in the sum 
of five dollars, and that it be the duty of the Standing 
Committee to attend to the execution of this resolution. 

10th. Resolved, That should hereafter any difference 
or misunderstanding arise between the companies, or 
either of them associated in this department, the sub- 
ject matter shall be submitted to the consideration of 
the Standing Committee of the dep:irlment, on or before 
the second slated meeting which shall happen tliere- 
after, whose duly it is to take immediate cognizance 
thereof. 

llth. Resolved, That whenever the department shall 
21* 
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determine any fire company, or any member thereof to 
have been guilty of any ofience, they are hereby em- 
powered to carry into effect their own decision, either 
by fine or expulsion, bearing upon individuals or the 
whole company, if thought necessary, by two thirds of 
the department present. And in case of the expulsion 
of any member or members by the department, they are 
not to be received into any fire company for twelve 
months from the date of expulsion ; due notice to be 
given to all the fire companies of every expulsion that 
takes place for the future. 

12th. Resolved, That when any fire company associ- 
ated in this department, may expel any member or mem- 
bers from their respective company, notice thereof shall 
be immediately given by the Secretary of said company 
to all the other companies, stating the fact of such ex- 
pulsion, with the name of the party or parties, and said 
expelled member or members shall not be admitted into 
any other fire company, within twelve months from the 
date of expulsion, under a penalty oi fifty dollars to such 
company or companies receiving such expelled member 
after receiving said notice; and said expelled member 
or members shall also forfeit all right and benefit to be 
derived from the beneficial fund of the Baltimore United 
Fire Department. 

13th. Resolved, That however valuable as a fireman 
a member may be, if he is habitually turbulent and 
quarrelsome, it were better to dispense with his ser- 
vices as a fireman than that his continuance should be 
the cause of constant broils and disturbances; and it 
is hereby recommended that every such member be 
stricken from the roll of every company. 
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14th. Resolved^ That Districts be assigned each com- 
pany, and any company neglecting or refusing to re- 
main with their apparatus at a fire in their district so 
long as their services may be required, shall be fined 
ten dollars. 

* * * * -jf * 

16lh. No company shall permit its apparatus to be 
run with in any of the streets, lanes or alleys, of the 
city (except when going to a fire, or an alarm of fire), 
under the penalty of ten dollaj^s for each offence. 

17th. In all cases where fines may be incurred by 
members of this department, it shall be the duty of the 
Treasurer to collect the same. 

18th. Resolved, That the Standing Committee en- 
force the laws of this department against all companies 
oflTending. 

19th. Resolved, That the members of the United 
Fire Department be respectfully requested, that, in 
case of any part of the apparatus belonging to another 
company coming in possession of said compan}'^, they 
deposit the same at the Firemen's Insurance Com- 
pany's Office ; except that of Hose, of which they will 
notify the company to which it may belong, as early as 
practicable. 

20th. Resolved, That the officers of the different 
companies be earnestly requested to accompany their 
apparatus on all alarms of fire, and on their return to 
their engine-houses ; and that they promptly check the 
first indication of a quarrel. 

2lst. Resolved, That in all cases when a riot or dis- 
turbance takes place, the comjmny with whom it com- 
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mences, shall be held responsible, whether the act was 
committed by its members or not. 

22d. Any fire company which may refuse or fail to 
comply with any specific orders or direction of the de- 
partment shall be considered, ipso facto, suspended 
from all the rights, benefits, and privileges, as a mem- 
ber of this department, and it shall be the duty of the 
Secretary immediately thereupon to inform the mayor 
— such company to remain suspended, until it shall 
have complied with the order or requisition of the 
department, and in addition thereto, the actual pay- 
ment into the Treasury by such company of a fine of 
fifty dollars, 

23d. Resolved^ That all honorary or special mem- 
bers of companies in this association shall satisfy the 
Insurance Companies that they have paid their sub- 
scription to their respective companies for each and 
every year previous to their receiving a dividend on 
their stock in the Firemen's, or a discount in any other 
office as a fireman. 

24th. Resolved^ That if any other company or com- 
panies shall have expelled an honorary member or 
members for non-payment of their subscriptions, and 
shall have given the proper notice, such person or per- 
sons shall not be received by any other company under 
a penalty as prescribed by the twelfth article of the 
Rules and Regulations of this department. 

25th. Resolved^ That if any company shall be de- 
tected with lost hose in their possession, and neglecting 
or refusing to send it home after they shall have received 
two weeks' notice from the company losing the same, 
they shall be expelled from this department. 
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FIREMEN'S FUND. > 

AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE A PERMANENT FUND FOB THE RELIEF 
OF DISABLED FIREMEN, THEIR WIDOWS, AND ORPHANS. (AP- 
PROVED APRIL 15, 1835.) 

Section 1. Be it enacted and ordained by the Mayor 
and City Council of Baltimore^ That there shall be 
created a permanent five per cent, stock of the city of 
Baltimore, 4o be issued in the name of the Baltimore 
United Fire Department, to an amount not exceeding 
twenty thousand dollars, which stock shall not be 
transferable, but shall remain forever a permanent 
fund, the interest alone being applicable for the relief 
of disabled firemen, their widows, and orphans, accord- 
ing to the determination of the Baltimore United Fire 
Department, from time to time. 

Sec. 2. And be it enacted and ordained. That certifi- 
cates of stock shall be issued in the name of the BaltU 
more United Fire Department for such sums as may 
by them be paid into the hands of the Register of the 
city, which certificates shall be in the same form, and 
subject to the same provisions, as is provided for in the 
ordinance relative to the public debt, approved 3d of 
April, 1826, except that they shall bear upon their fafse 
that they are irredeemable and not transferable. 



The department is composed of twenty-two compa- 
nies, namely: fourteen engine companies, six hose, and 
two hook-and-ladder companies, which are arranged in 
the following order : 

Mechanic Engine Company, No. 1 ; Union, No. 2 ; 
Friendship, No. 3 ; Deptford, No. 4 ; Liberty, No. 5 ; 
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Independent, No. 6 ; Vigilant, No. 7; New Market, No. 
8 ; Columbian, No. 9 ; First Baltimore Hose Cofnpany, 
No. 10; United Engine, No. 11; Franklin, No. 12 
Washington Hose, No. 13; Patapsco Engine, No. 14 
Howard Hose, No. 15 ; Watchman Engine, No. 16 
Lafayette Engine, No. 17; United States Hose, No 
18; Western Hose, No. 19 ; Monumental Hose, No. 20 
Pioneer Hook-and-Ladder, No. 1 ; Mount Vernon, No. 2. 

The hose companies also run a suction engine, with 
cylinders of five and a half to six and a quarter inches 
in diameter. The companies are not limited in regard 
to the number of men allowed to each company. 

The accounts of fires commence in 1832, and since 
that time the city has suflfered much from large fires. 



July 15th, 1832. A fire commenced in the lumber- 
yard of Carson & Co., on Buchanan Wharf, which soon 
communicated to the stores on Smith's wharf, and in 
a short time five of the stores, with their contents, 
were completely destroyed. Two cargoes of sugar, 
which had just been stored, were also consumed. Loss 
$150,000. 

March 2d, 1833. A steam saw-mill was entirely 
destroyed by fire, with a large quantity of lumber. 
Loss $30,000. 

October 1st, 1833. A destructive fire broke out in 
the stearp planing establishment of Howland & Woollen, 
corner of Lombard and Greenwich streets. The build- 
ing, with its valuable machinery, steam-engine, &c., was 
totally destroyed. The flames spread to the surround- 
ing lots, on which was stored a large lot of lumber, 
the whole of which was destroyed. The combustible 
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nature of the building and lumber caused the flames to 
spread with almost inconceivable rapidity. The heat 
was intense, and a very fresh wind blowing at the 
time caused the sparks to fly to a great distance, set- 
ting fire to a large number of buildings, some of them 
quite remote from the scene of the conflagration. But 
for the active exertions of the firemen the conflagration 
would probably have been far more extensive. Loss 
$30,000. 

January 24th, 1834. A fire occurred in the Warren 
Cotton Mills, and in a short time the whole building 
was entirely destroyed, with all the machinery and a 
large quantity of cotton. Loss $100,000. 

February 7th, 1835. The china ware store of Jacob 
Darly, on Baltimore-street, was, with most of its con- 
tents, destroyed by fire. Loss $50,000. 

February 7th, 1835. A fire broke out in the Athe- 
naeum. A strong wind prevailed at the time. The 
building was entirely destroyed, with the philosophical 
instruments belonging to the Maryland Institute, and 
the Library of the Baltimore Lyceum. Loss $60,000. 

April 9th, 1835. A fire destroyed a large amount of 
property, among which was a building used for com- 
pounding Thompsonian medicine, and the hotel of M. 
Koster, on Calvert-street. Loss not given. 

December 25th, 1836, A fire originated in the comb 
and variety store of AUinson, on Market-street, spread- 
ing to the adjoining store of Owen & Morling, and the 
hardware store of J. E. Rigden, all of which were 
destroyed. Loss $60,000. 

February 2d, 1838. A fire broke out in the theatre, 
on the corney of Front s^nd Low streets, and in a few 
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moments the whole edifice was wrapped iu flames, and 
entirely destroyed, together with all the new and 
splendid scenery of the establishment. A valuable stud 
of horses, belonging to Mr. Cook, also perished in the 
flames. Loss $ioO,000. 

November 12th, 1842. The building known as the 
Baltimore Printing and Bleaching Works, situated on 
the corner of Plowman and Front, streets, was totally 
destroyed by fire, together with a large and valuable 
lot of machinery. The building was unoccupied, and 
the fire was probably the work of an incendiary, as the 
proprietor gave it a careful examination, but a short 
time before, to see if all was right. Loss $35,000. 

March 24th, 1844. The extensive soap and candle 
manufactory of Smith & Curtlet. with its contents, was 
totally destroyed by fire. Loss%25,000. 

February 3d, 1845. The candle factory of Hancock 
& Mann was, with all of the machinery, totally de- 
stroyed by fire. Loss $50,000. 

September 11th, 1844. A fire originated in the stables 
attached to the lumber-yard of Coats & Glenn, at the 
corner of Pratt and Green streets, and in a few moments 
communicated to the lumber, &c., in the yard, all of 
which was entirely destroyed, together with three fine 
horses employed about the yard. Four brick houses 
were consumed, and two others partially destroyed. 
On the north side of Pratt-street several wooden tene- 
ments, used as work-shops, were destroyed. Loss 
$60,000. 

September 6th, 1845. A fire occurred in the sugar- 
house of Roundet & Canet, in the rear of Second-street. 
The building was destroyed. Another fire broke out 
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in Clark's Hotel on Broad-street, and spread with great 
rapidity, destroying the commission houses of Bellows 
& Co., J. Shaufler & Co., and Sites, Jarvis & Co., with 
a number of other buildings. Three persons were killed, 
and several severely wounded. Estimated loss $350,000. 

January 25th, 1846. The three-story building on 
Baltimore-street, No. 216, with its contents, was de- 
stroyed by fire, which extended also to the stores adjoin- 
ing, badly damaging them. Loss $30,000. 

May 28t!h, 1848. A most destructive fire commenced 
in Mr. John Knox's extensive cotton factory, corner of 
Poppleton *and Fremont streets, which was totally de- 
stroyed, together with the logwood factory of Robert 
Baker, and the entire square encompassed by Lering- 
ton, Poppleton, Saratoga, and Cope streets, consisting 
of dwelling-houses, &c. Hardly a building has escaped. 
The fire raged with great- fury, and, owing to the re- 
cent restrictions placed upon the firemen by the mayor, 
a portion of them refused to do duty. Loss $150,000. 

January 13th, 1849. A fire broke out in a warehouse 
on Laight-street, and, before it could be subdued, de- 
stroyed three large warehouses. Loss $30,000. 

January 28th, 1849. The pork packing-house of H. 
Kimberly was entirely destroyed by fire, with a part 
of its contents. Loss $40,000. 

February 10th, 1849. A fire occurred in the soap 
and candle factory of Smith & Carter, situated on 
Holiday-street. The building and contents were en- 
tirely destroyed. Loss $50,000. 

March 13th, 1850. The store of Link &*Co., tobacco 
merchants, situated on Eutaw-street, and the shoe-store 

22 
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of Morris & Delany, were destroyed by fire. Loss 
$20,000. 

July 26th, 1850. A fire broke out in the large chair 
factory of A. & J. B. Mathiot, and destroyed the four- 
story building of the same firm on Gary-street, the 
coach factory of Samuel Child, and the cabinet ware 
establishment of Wesley B. Tarr, the largest establish- 
ment in the city. A large amount of costly furniture 
• was destroyed. James Harris and Caster, mem- 
bers of the fire department, lost their lives. Mr. Henry 
Needham, also a member, died from over-exertion. 
Loss $50,000. 

July 23d, 1851. A fire originated in the paint and 
glass warehouse of Baker & Brothers, on South Charles- 
street, which was totally destroyed. The flames then 
communicated to the adjoining warehouses and the 
Methodist Church, which were all more or less damaged 
by fire and water. Loss $75,000. 

November 16th, 1852. A fire occurred in the ex- 
tensive rope- walks of J. S. Getting, situated on Federal 
Hill, and in a short time the entire establishment was 
destroyed. Loss $30,000. 

November 5th, 1854. A fire broke out in the manu- 
facturing department of Messrs. Knape, Gashie & Co.'s 
piano-forte establishment, in Eutaw-street, which de- 
stroyed that part of the establishment, together with all 
its contents. The adjoining buildings were somewhat 
damaged by the falling of the walls. The fire raged 
nearly all night, and at one time threatened the destruc- 
tion of all the surrounding buildings. Loss $190,000. 

May 22d, 1855. A fire originated in the large cloth- 
ing store of Mr. Harris, on Baltimore-street. It soon 
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spread to the immense dry goods store of Nomin, 
Callender & Graves ; from thence to the warehouses of 
T. S. Banks, E. Bennett, and Myers & Brothers, import- 
ers of fancy goods. The fire raged with great fury for 
several hours, frequently driving the firemen from their 
positions, but only to return and battle successfully 
with the devouring element. Loss $150,000. 

July 4th, 1855. The extensive establishment of 
A. M. Rollinson, with its contents, was entirely de- 
stroyed by fire. For a while the fire bid fair to prove 
a very extensive one, but by the great exertions of 
the firemen the flames were at last subdued. Loss 
$75,000. 



CHAPTER XXII. 

THE FIRE DEPARTMENT OF PITTSBURG, PA. 

Having written to the chief engineer, of this city, for 
the rules of the department, and to the mayor several 
times, and receiving no answer, we sent by express ; but 
no information has been received ; so we cannot give 
a description of this department. The fault is not ours. 

The accounts of fires commence with 1844, and the 
city has suflfered extremely from extensive conflagra- 
tions, one of which was one of the most destructive that 
ever occurred in the United States. 



March 25th, 1844. A fire broke out in a cooper- 
shop in Diamond Alley, destroying every building in 
the square, with a large tobacco warehouse and the 
Presbyterian Church. Loss $60,000. 

April 10th, 1845. A fire originated in a frame house 
near the corner of Second 5tnd Ferry streets. There 
was a high wind blowing at the time, veering from 
point to point during the whole afternoon, which caused 
the fire to rage with great fury until five o'clock. 
Nearly all that portion of the city extending from 
Ferry-street to the Monongahela River, and from thence 
to the city line, was destroyed. The fire spread to 
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Market-Street, as far as the south side^of Third-street, 
up Wood-street as far as the south of Diamond Alley; 
from Smithfield to Fourth-street, — in all twenty-one 
squares, comprising twelve hundred buildings, many of 
them large warehouses, containing goods of immense 
value. The rapid progress of the fire prevented the 
people from removing their goods and furniture ; while 
many persons, supposing themselves out of danger, 
delayed until it was too late; and some removed their 
property, only to have it destroyed in the streets by the 
flames. The council met in the afternoon, and it was 
proposed to blow up some of the buildings to arrest the 
progress of the fire, which proved ineflfectual, as the 
flames made such rapid progress, it was found to be 
impossible to lay a train of powder before the building 
would be enveloped in the flames. The firemen dis- 
played untiring zeal, and would have accomplished 
much more had there been a good supply of water. 
The following are the principal buildings destroyed : 
The Globe Cotton Works, corner of Second and Ferry 
streets ; City Insurance Office, Market-street ; Bank of 
Pittsburg, between Market and Wood streets ; Daily 
Chronicle Job Printing-office ; Merchants' Hotel, corner 
of Third and Wood streets ; A. Kramer's exchange 
office, W. A. Hill's exchange office, Paterson's livery- 
stables, and Blacknell's glass works; the Monongahela 
House and Bridge, with the Dallas Iron-works. The 
loss sustained in the above buildings was immense, but 
it was small when compared with the destruction of 
merchandise in the warehouses on Water, Wood, First, 
and Second streets. The merchants found it impossible 
to save much if anything, and the most they could do 

22* 
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was to make an effort to save their books, and but few 
succeeded even in saving these, as whole blocks of 
buildings were destroyed in an incredibly short time. 
The whole of the south ward of the city was destroyed, 
with the exception of two or three houses, and one of 
them, by a singular omission in the construction, was a 
frame one. The distress of the houseless poor was 
appalling. After dark might have been seen, in every 
direction, families without shelter guarding such por- 
tions of their furniture as they were able to save from 
the flames, and not knowing where to lay their heads, 
or get a morsel of food. Frightful as was the progress 
of the flames, and terrible as the havoc seemed while 
the fire was raging, no one could realize the losses and 
privations the citizens sustained until they had walked 
through the forest of chimneys which marked the path 
of the destroying element. Merchants, mechanics, work- 
ingmen, all, all, were ruined. That night ruin stared 
hundreds of families in the face who had arisen in the 
morning with plenty of this world's goods, and they 
found no place whereon to lay their heads, or even 
food for their children. Men, who the day before were 
worth their thousands,- to-day were bankrupt. Loss 
$12,000,000. 

May 27th, 1845. A fire broke out in the stable of S. 
Young, on Seventh-street. It spread through Fountain, 
to Washington-street, from thence to Poplar Alley, and 
before it could be subdued eighty dwellings were de- 
stroyed. Two hundred families were rendered house- 
less by this fire. In no part of the city could a fire 
have occurred where less property would have been 
destroyed. Estimated loss $40,000. 
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June 10th, 1845. A fire occurred in a stable on the 
corner of Exchange-street and Brewery Alley. The 
flames soon spread to the adjoining buildings, which 
were entirely consumed ; thence to the distillery of W. 
and M. Mickeltree, which, together with several dwel- 
ling-houses, was destroyed. There was no wind at the 
time, or the destruction of property might have been 
very much greater. Estimated loss $75,000. 

March 21st, 1846. A fire originated in a bakery on 
Seventh-street. The buildings being wood, and very 
dry, the fire had made great headway before the engines 
arrived. The destruction of houses was large, extend- 
ing from Seventh to Prospect streets. Eighteen houses 
were destrdyed with the furniture. Loss $30,000. 

April 12th, 1848. This city was visited with five 
very destructive fires. The first broke out in a stable 
near the canal, and, before it could be subdued, twenty- 
six dwelling-houses and three smoke-houses; contain- 
ing four hundred thousand pounds of bacon, were 
destroyed, belonging to Holmes & Brother, Jordan & 
Son, Acheron & Dagg, and Carson & McKingle. Loss 
$120,000. 

The second broke out in Hill-s paper-factory, de- 
stroying four dwelling-houses, besides a stable. 

By the third fire, four houses, two of them occupied, 
were destroyed. By the fourth, two houses ; and by 
the fifth, a block of buildings in Alleghany Alley, were 
destroyed. Loss $40,000. 

June 6th, 1849. A fire occurred, which destroyed nine 
stores on Front-street. McKee & Griswold's foundery, 
Irwin & Son's rope-walk, the Curlew House, and 
several other small dwelling-houses. On Water-street 
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twenty buildings were destroyed, which were situated 
between Second-street; and Ferry-street. Several lives 
were lost by this fire. Loss $70,000. 

May 14th, 1851. Wilson's flour-mills, situated in 
Saw-mill Run, with a large quantity of flour and 
grain, were destroyed by fire, which communicated 
to two dwelling-houses close by, and in a few hours 
they were burned to the ground, with a barn. Loss 
#60,000. 

October 28th, 1851. A fire broke out in the flouring- 
mills of Wilmarth & Noble, and; in less than three 
hours, the building was eqtirely destroyed, with a large 
amount of flour and grain. These were the largest 
mills of the kind in the state. Loss $150,000. 

June 9th, 1853. A fire occurred in the extensive 
glass-works of Bakenell, Beaver & Co., and in a few 
hours the entire works were destroyed, with a large 
quantity of glass-ware. Loss $50,000. 

July 20th, 1853. The large warehouse of James 
McCully, on Penn-street, was, with its contents, con- 
sisting of four thousand barrels of flour, and five 
thousand bushels of salt, with a quantity of groceries, 
entirely destroyed by fire. Loss $40,000. 

January 23d, 1854. A fire originated in the West- 
ern Theological Semmary, which soon spread to the 
Presbyterian church, thence to the Alleghany City 
Bank, and in a few hours all the buildings were 
destroyed. Loss $30,000. 

September 29th, 1855. The patent-leather factory 
of Schofiler & Anderson was, with most of the ma- 
chinery and a large quantity of leather, destroyed by 
fire. Loss $20,000. 
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September 28th, 1856. A fire commenced in the 
glass packing-house of Philhps#& Bert, and spread 
to the adjoining buildings, and, before its progress 
could be arrested, fifty buildings were destroyed. Loss 

$50,000. 



CHAPTER XXIII. 

THE FIBE DEPARTMENT OF LOUISVILLE, KEN. 

The author of this work wrote to the chief engineer 
of the Fire Department of this city, for the rules and 
regulations by which the department is governed. Re- 
ceiving no answer, he then wrote to the mayor upon 
the same subject, but failed also to receive an answer 
from him. Twice we have sent by express, but were 
unsuccessful in that direction; so we have concluded 
to publish an account of the fires in this city, without 
a description of the Fire Department. Our accounts of 
fires begin with the year 1835 ; and but very few large 
ones have occurred from that time, considering the 
amount of combustible material in the city. 

June 21st, 1833. A steamboat lying at the wharf 
of the Sectional Dock took fire, communicating it also 
to the steamers Josephine and Rambler, which were 
burned to the water's edge. Several other boats were 
with diificuhy saved from a similar fate by cutting 
them loose, and letting them drift down the river. 
Loss $100,000. 

January 23d, 1835. A fire originated in the drug 
store of L. B. Dunham, situated on Fourth-street, and 
soon communicated to the adjoining store, which was 
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destroyed ; and also the lime warehouse of Cromie, and 
several other stores. -Loss $60,000. 

August 11th, 1839. The carriage-shop of Mr. Stone 
was totally destroyed by fire, which also extended to 
a large dwelling-house on the same side, and the 
old Mechanic engine-house, which, with several other 
dwelling-houses, were destroyed. Loss $50,000. 

March 26th, 1840. A fire occurred which destroyed, 
before it could be subdued, thirty buildings. No details 
given. 

March 25th, 1849. The wholesale grocery store of 
B. G. Cutter & Co., on Main-street, was burned, with 
a portion of its contents. It was occupied by L. L. 
Shreve & Co., L. Miller, and B. F. Baker, boot and 
shoe dealers. Loss $30,000. 

March 13th, 1853. The extensive pork-house of 
Jackson, Onseley 6c Co., with seventy thousand pieces 
of meat, was destroyed by fire. Loss $75,000. 

October 21st, 1853. A fire broke out, which de- 
stroyed the office of the Daily Jou7ital, the warehouse 
of the rolling-mills, Holbrook's tobacco warehouse, the 
immense warehouse of Wilson, Starbird & Smith, to- 
gether with three dry goods stores, and their contents. 
A large trunk-manufactory, also, was destroyed, with* 
a large number of trunks. The block of dwellings 
from Bullet-street, half-way down to the water, on the 
left hand side, was consumed. Loss $200,000. 

November 2d, 1855. The packing-house of G. W. Dun- 
lap was, with the counting-house, entirely destroyed 
by fire. A large quantity of hemp-rope, bagging, &o., 
was consumed. Loss $40,000. 

September 29th, X85^, Thff warehouses pf H. J), 
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Newcoiirt, J. S. Morehead, and A. Richardson & Broth- 
ers, were, with the larger part of their contents, de- 
stroyed by fire. The warehouse of J. S. Morehead 
was filled with merchandise bound for the east, all 
of which was destroyed with the building. The fire 
spread with great fury, and the heat was intense. 
Loss $200,000. 

December 6th, 1856. A new block of buildings, sit- 
uated on Main-street, was completely destroyed by 

fire. The stores of Jones and E. B. Reed were 

badly damaged. Loss $30,000. 



Ml, 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

THE FIRE DEPARTMENT OF RICHMOND, VA. 

There are in the city ten engine companies, two 
hose companies, and two hook-and-ladder companies. 
The department is a volunteer one, and is very effi- 
cient. Several large fires have occurred in this city 
since 1833. 

February 6th, 1833. A fire occurred in the Gallego 
Mills, from the friction of machinery, and in three 
hours they were entirely destroyed, with the machinery. 
Loss $100,000. 

December 31st, 1839. The immense building known 
as the Eagle Hotel was, with several other buildings, 
destroyed by fire. Some of the buildings were the 
finest in the city. Loss $160,000. 

October 29th, 1842. The large tobacco warehouse 
of Archibald Thomas took fire, and was destroyed, 
with four hundred and ninety hogsheads of tobacco. 
Loss $60,000. 

December 23d, 1842. The store of John Triplet <fc 
Co., with the contents, was destroyed by fire, together 
with the adjoining store. The burning was a grand 
sight. There was a great deal of whiskey, and other 
liquors, the flames from which shot up in a column high 
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above the roofs of the buildings, displaying all the colors 
of the rainbow. Loss unknown. 

February 19th, 1850. The Cotton Planters' Factory 
was burned, with a large quantity of cotton. Two 
hundred persons were thrown out of employment. 
Loss $40,000. 

March 18th, 1850. The tobacco factory of Gentry 
& Royster, with all its contents, was destroyed by fire. 
Also the commission-store of Rankin & Whitlock, with 
the contents, consisting of four hundred barrels of flour 
and a large quantity of groceries. Loss $50,000. 

July 2d, 1853. The tobacco factory of James Thom- 
as, with a large quantity of tobacco, was entirely 
destroyed by fire. Loss $80,000. 

July 3d, 1853. The tobacco factory belonging to 
W. A. Robinson, that of Harnard & Blackburn, and 
that of Mr. Rilley, were destroyed by fire, with a large 
quantity of tobacco. Loss $40,000. 

December 7th. 1854. A fire broke out in one of the 
work-shops of the State Prison, and, before it could 
be subdued, every building inside of the yard was 
destroyed. Loss $50,000. 

October 19th, 1855. The cabinet warehouse of M. 
Pelous, and the furniture warehouse of William Ritter 
and Samuel Harwood, were destroyed by fire. Loss 
$40,000. 



CHAPTER XXV. 

MISCELLANEOUS ACCOUNTS OF FIRES. 
WILMINGTON, N. C. 

January 17th, 1840. A fire commenced in the store 
of John Dawson, and in a short time communicated to 
the court-house and the adjoining buildings. The 
flames spread with great rapidity in an easterly and 
northerly direction, and in a few minutes the buildings 
on Front-street were in a sheet of flames. The fire 
spread in every direction from that common centre; 
southerly the court-house only was burned. In the 
other directions no barriers were interposed until the 
second squares north-east and north-west were de- 
stroyed. One hundred and fifty buildings were burned, 
including the Custom-house, Clarendon and Reston 
Hoters, and Office of the Advertiser and Chronicle, 
Many of the buildings burned were the most valuable 
in the town. One third of the place, and the most busi- 
ness part, was destroyed. Loss $500,000. 

PENSACOLA, FL, 

January 4th, 1840. A fire commenced in the house 
of Dr. Brognahan, on Pulafox-street, and destroyed 
several valuable buildings. 
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PAT£RSON, N. J. 

June 28th, 1840. A fire broke out in the Patersoil 
machine shop, which was entirely consumed, with a 
great amount of property. The fire then spread to 
three adjoining houses^ which were consumed, together 
with the hotel known as Congress Hall, and the Episco- 
pal Church. One man was' burned to death. Loss 
$100,000. 

ALEXANDRIA, D, C. 

April 25th, 1836. The cabinet shop of James Green, 
at the corner of Prince and Fairfax streets, with its 
contents, was destroyed by fire. Loss $20,000. 

NANTUCKET, MASS. 

May 10th, 1836. This place was visited by a terri- 
ble conflagration, — in the words of one of their own 
citizens, " a whale of a fire." It destroyed one half the 
town. Loss $100,000. 

DETROIT, MICH. 

April 27th, 1837. At half past four, a. m., a fire 
broke out in the bakery of a Mr. White, on the easterly 
side of Woodward Avenue. It extended to the corner 
of Woodbridge-street, damaging several buildings on 

the opposite side. The buildings on street, 

both sides, as far up as the Steamboat Hotel, were de- 
stroyed. From the bakery down the avenue all the 
buildings were destroyed to the river. The steamboats 
and ships in port hauled out into the river, or passed 
over to the Canadian side. Loss $300,000. 
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AUGUSTA, GEORaiA. 

April 1st, 1838. A row of wooden buildings on 
Broad-street was destroyed by fire. Loss $40,000. 

NATCHITOCHES, TEXAS. 

April 17th, 1838. A fire occurred, which laid a 
portion of the town in ruins before the citizens could 
check its progress. Loss $90,000. 

COLUMBUS, GA. 

October 16th, 1846. About eleven o'clock, a. m., the 
appalling cry of fire hurried the citizens to the most 
fearful scene ever witnessed in this city. A rolling sea 
of fire swept over the city, from the market-house to 
the boat-landing, swallowing up hotels, shops, stores, 
goods, residences, furniture, large and small fortunes, 
all in the short space of six hours. Everything was as 
dry as a cinder, and a breeze blowing at the time sent 
the flames roaring from square to square with hurricane 
speed and fury. All human efforts were powerless to 
arrest the progress of the fire till it had swept down six 
squares. No less than one hundred and fifty buildings 
were destroyed. Four hundred* persons were rendered 
houseless, and many lost their all. Loss $200,000. 

1848. A fire broke out in the cotton warehouse of 
the Lowell factory agent. The building was destroyed, 
with six thousand bales of cotton. Loss $60,000. 

WETUMPKA,, ALA. 

January 29th, 1845. A fire broke out in the store 
of J. S. Olive, which destroyed forty buildings in the 
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business part of the town, among which were the Post- 
office, American Hotel, Johnson's bookstore, and Hatch- 
et ts's warehouse, containing three thousand bales of 
cotton. Loss $200,000. 

WARREN, OHIO. 

June 3d, 1846. A fire commenced in the rear of 
Mr. Ballenger's store, and spread with fearful rapidity. 
One whole square, in which were the post-office, two 
printing-offices, — the Democrat^ and Herald^ — and a 
large row of dry goods stores, was destroyed. Only 
four stores were left in the place. The number of build- 
ings destroyed was one hundred. The goods removed 
to the square were burned in the streets. Loss $150,000. 

ROCHESTER, N. Y. 

June 11th, 1837. A fire broke out on the corner of 

Buffalo and streets, which destroyed the stores 

of Barton & Co., E. M. Parsons, L. W. Libbey & Co., 
and others. Loss $75,000. 

CONCORD, N. H. 

May, 1853. A most destructive conflagration oc- 
curred, by which nearly two thirds of the town were 
laid in ruins. It was in fact the most disastrous fire 
that ever occurred in New Hampshire. At about eleven 
o'clock, p. M., the cry of fire resounded in the streets, 
and the alarm-bells immediately sounded. The fire 
originated in a paint shop, directly back of Stickney's 
Block, and next to the Eagle Coffee House, directly in 
front of the State House. From this shop it soon spread 
to the stable of the hotel and other out-buildings, 
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Porter & Rolfe's iron store, Prescott's livery stable, and 
a number of other buildings in the rear of the hotel ; 
thence to the hotel ; from the hotel south to the New- 
Exchange, destroying on its area a two-story wooden 
building and some low buildings, with a two-story 
brick store, sweeping everything in its course to Low's 
new block, where its progress was finally stayed in that 
direction. To the north of the Eagle Hotel, Stickney's 
brick block and all the wooden buildings in the rear 
were levelled to the ground. At about three o'clock, 
Tuesday morning, the flames in that direction were 
stopped, at Stickney's wooden block, by the efforts of 
the firemen. All the buildings on the northern side of 
Main-street from Low's block, opposite the post-ofSce, 
to Stickney's wooden block, opposite Gass's Hotel, were 
totally destroyed, and all between there and the railroad 
track. The buildings on the south side of Main-street 
were in considerable danger, but were not materially 
injured. 

It is impossible to give a full list of the sufferers by 
this terrible fire. An engine and cars were sent to 
Manchester for aid, as the firemen were worn out by 
their exertions. About six hundred of the citizens of 
Manchester, with their engines, proceeded at once to 
the scene of destruction. There were $160,000 in 
money, with $100,000 in railroad bonds, in a safe, 
which were not injured. The estimated loss by this 
fire is $600,000. 

Too much credit cannot be given to the firemen of 
Concord, Manchester, and other adjacent towns, for 
their prompt and long-protracted efforts to save from 
entire destruction much valuable property. It was a 
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generally conceded fact, and one it gives us much 
pleasure to record, that, to the firemen, who labored at 
that fire, the inhabitants of the centre of the town of 
Concord owe not only their property, but many of 
them their lives. ' 

January 7th, 1843. A fire broke out in the exten- 
sive frame buildings at the depot of the Concord Rail- 
road Company, occupied by Gilmore & Clapp as a 
wholesale grocery establishment, and by the railroad 
company as a car-house. The building contained an 
immense amount of West India goods and groceries, 
besides four passenger- and three baggage cars, all of 
which were destroyed. .When the fire was discavered 
it had made such headway that it was impossible for 
the firemen to save the buildings. Estimated loss 
$66,000. 

LAURENS VILLAGE, S. C. 

July 23d, 1844. This place was visited by one of 
the most destructive fires that ever occurred in the 
state. A large number of buildings were destroyed, 
with a large amount of property. Particulars not 
given. 

WILMINGTON, N. C. 

November 4th, 1844. A fire destroyed fifty build- 
ings in the business part of the town. It occurred in 
the square bounded by Market, Front, Water, and 
Dock streets. It was impossible to obtain the partic- 
ulars. Loss $175,000. 

ROCHESTER, N. Y. 

August 26th, 1840. A fire occurred which destroyed 
a stone building four stories high, the lower part occu- 
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pied as a store, and the rest as a reading-room. One 
man was killed. 

SACO, ME. 

December 3d, 1839. A fire occurred in a machine- 
shop, which, with a grist-mill, and house and barn, was 
destroyed. Loss $30,000. 

COLUMBIA, S. C. 

March 2d, 1838. A fire originated in a large ware- 
house, which was used for the storage of cotton, and 
quickly spread to the adjoining building. Notwith- 
standing every exertion was made to extinguish the 
flames, both buildings were wholly destroyed, with four 
hundred bales of cotton, and other merchandise. Loss 
$30,000. 

RALEIGH, N. C. 

January 7th, 1832. A fire broke out in a wooden 
building, and, before the progress of the flames could 
be stayed, seventy houses were burned. Loss $100,000. 

MANCHESTER, VA. 

June 13th, 1832. A fii^ originated in the dwelling- 
house of Mr. McDonald, on Main-street, and, before it 
was got under, thirty buildings were destroyed. Loss 
$50,000. 

NORFOLK, VA. 

June 10th, 1847. A fire commenced in the grocery- 
store of Sampson Read, on Main-street, and communi- 
cated to the drug-store of Robertson & Cormish. The 
wind was blowing a gale from the south, which carried 
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the flames across the street, setting on fire the store of 
E. Dory, which, with the others, was destroyed. Two 
boys lost their lives. Loss $60,000. 

4 

NATCHEZ, MISS. 

September 5th, 1839. A large fire broke out at tliis 
place, in an old stable on the north side of Cotton Alley. 
The fire, having got considerable headway before it was 
discovered, spread with rapidity up and down Cotton 
Alley, burning the outer warehouses on both sides, end- 
ing only at Pearl-street, with the destruction of the 
large warehouses and cotton-yard of Messrs. Stanton 
& Co., on the north side of the alley, and the large 
warehouse of Jacob Lorio & Co., on the south side. 
Estimated loss $100,000. 

WILMINGTON, DEL. 

April 30th, 1843. Between eleven and twelve o'clock 
a fire was discovered in the roof of the old warehouse 
known as McKay's, on Princess-street. The wind was 
blowing a gale from the south at the time. The 
fire communicated to the surrounding buildings, and 
in a few minutes swept across Princess-street, to the 
dwellings of Roberton, Ancherson, and Calder, when 
all hope of saving the north part of the town was 
given up. Between Princess and Second streets, and 
the river, not more than twelve buildings were left. 
Onward and onward the fire progressed, the flames 
leaping from building to building with fearful rapidity. 
In two hours from the time the alarm was given, the fire 
had reached the railroad depot, a distance of three eighths 
of a mile from where it first commenced. An immense 
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quantity of goods had been carried to the wharves for 
safety, which were entirely consumed. Estimated loss 
$300,000. 

SYRACUSE, N. Y. 

August 20th, 1841. A fire, which occasioned, also, 
a terrible loss of hfe, originated in a carpenter's shop 
in this city. From the combustible material upon 
which it fed the fire spread rapidly, and attracted a 
large concourse of people. The fire department were 
early on the ground, and soon commenced playing upon 
the fire. Some gunpowder stored upon the premises, 
unknown to any one save the proprietor, ignited, and 
exploded with terrible effect. Not less than thirty per- 
sons were killed instantly, and fifty badly wounded, 
several of whom never recovered. The authorities 
were obliged to draw the wsiter from the Oswego 
Canal in order to recover the bodies of those who were 
killed. Loss by the fire not known. 

WARWICK, R. I. 

May 6th, 1838. A fire broke out in the bleach works 
of Greene & Pike, and so rapid was its progress that, in 
a few minutes after the fire was discovered, the whole 
building was in a sheet of flame. The works were 
totally destroyed. Loss $50,000. 

NATCHEZ, MISS. 

July 3d, 1840. The large bakery of Mr. Jones, situ- 
ated on the Bluff, was completely destroyed by fire. 
Loss $32,000. 

November 4th, I84O, A fire occurred, by which an 
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entire square was destroyed. No further particulars 
given. Loss $50,000. 

CONCORD, N. H. 

February 13th, 1849. The coach-factory of J. L. 
Abbott was completely destroyed by fire, together with 
all its contents, and two large work-shops. Besides the 
stock destroyed there were about sixty coaches con- 
sumed, thirty of which had just been finished. By this 
fire fifty persons were thrown out of employment, and 
lost all their tools. Loss $30,000. 

WATERTOWN, N. T. 

May 13th, 1849. A very destructive fire occurred, by 
which all the business part of the town was laid iii 
ashes. In a short time, the post-ofiice, three banks, 
three printing-offices, the surrogate's office, two hotels, 
and thirty stores, were one mass of ruins. The entire 
contents of the post-office were lost. This was by far 
the largest fire that ever occurred in this place, and its 
eflects most severely felt. Loss $250,000. 

ALEXANDRIA, LA. 

April 29th, 1834. A fire occurred, by which a large 
portion of the business part of the town was destroyed. 
No further particulars given. Loss $50,000. 

SANDUSKY, OniO. 

March 1, 1854. A fire broke out in the grocery store 

of Fisher, on Front-street, which was destroyed. 

The flames spread with great rapidity, and in a short 
time the stores and warehouses occupied by Nims & 
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Co., D. Betts, with the drug store of T. Woster, and the 

shoe store of Vandren, were enveloped in flames, 

and entirely destroyed, with their contents. Loss 
$90,000. 

MACON, GA. 

April 18th, 1850. A very destructive fire occurred, 
by which the Botanical College was entirely destroyed, 
together with several stores. Loss $50,000. 

DETROIT, MICH, 

January 10th, 1854. A fire broke out in a block of 
wooden buildings on Woodward Avenue, occupied by 

Amberge ifc Co., A. Davis, Lewis Smith, and 

Tilley. The buildings, with their contents, together 
with the Presbyterian church, and a dwelling adjoin- 
ing, were totally destroyed. Loss $40,000. 

JACKSON, MISS. 

November 15th, 1856. A fire occurred in the Empire 
House, and before its progress could be arrested, the 
stores of Benin & Clark, produce dealers, Kingsley, 
dry goods, and Morrison, provision dealer, with one or 
two others, were destroyed. Loss $40,000. 

UTICA, N. Y, 

November 22d, 1856. The stove and hardware store 
of S. S. Jordan, on Genesee-street, with the contents, 
was destroyed by fire. Loss $120,000. 

ST. Paul's, Minnesota ter. 

November 16th, 1856. The old Rice house took fire, 
and was completely destroyed. It was occupied by 
King & Pike, cabinet makers. Loss $20,000. 

24 
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GAINSYILU!, GA. 

December 25th, 1855. A fire destroyed nineteen 
buildings, with no less than eighteen thousand bales of 
cotton. Loss $200,000. 

N£W GBANADA, MISS. 

February 4th, 1855. Twenty-six stores, with their 
contents, were destroyed by fire. No details given. 
Loss $163,000. 

MONTGOMERY, ALA. 

June 30th, 1845. The iron works and rolling mills 
of Mr. Winter, with all the machinery, were destroyed 
by fire. Loss $100,000. 

BRIDGEPORT, ILL. 

October 20th, 1856. A fire destroyed the steamer 
Falcon, and the packing-house of Hough & Kershaw, 
with a large quantity of beef belonging to Hawkins & 
Antwerp. Loss $115,000. 

SYRACUSE, N. Y. 

November 8th, 1856. At three o'clock this morning 
a fire broke out, which proved to be the largest that 
ever occurred in this city. It commenced in the first 
ward, and, in the short space of three hours, twelve 
acres were burned over, and one hundred buildings de- 
stroyed. The fire originated in a hotel, and immedi- 
ately communicated to the adjoining buildings. In a 
few minutes the splendid building of Shaterly & Ford 
was in flames, and was consumed ; also the Bank of 
Salina, the post-office and the telegraph-office. The 
water in the reservoirs was turned off, and the hydrants 
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were useless. The wind was blowing a gale from the 
west at the time, and the citizens were obliged to stand 
and see their property burn, without being able to save 
it. The fire spread with terrible fury, and over one 
hundred families were rendered houseless by this disas- 
trous conflagration. Loss $1,000,000. 

NATCHEZ, MISS. 

September 5th, 1839. A fire originated in an old 
stable situated in Cotton Aiiey. It soon spread to the 
cotton warehouse of Stanton, Buckner & Co. ; from 
thence to the warehouses of J. Swain & Co., A. L. 
Gains & Co., Cannon & Ayers, Carodine & Newman, 
with several others; all of which were destroyed, with 
a portion of their contents. Loss $120,000. 

September 26th, 1839. A fire broke out in a build- 
ing on the corner of Canal and State streets, and in a 
short time all the buildings in front of the square, be- 
tween Canal and Wall streets, were enveloped in flames. 
Tlie splendid house of Mr. Parker, on the opposite side 
of State-street, caught fire, and was consumed, with all 
that portion of the street to Wall-street. The fire 
spread from State-street back on Wall-street, and swept 
everything in the section, except the house of Judge 
Turner. Loss .$100,000. 

August 7th, 1839. A fire originated in JPord's build- 
ing on Commerce-street, and that building and three 
others were destroyed, with a part of their contents. 
Loss $20,000. 

YAZOO CITY, MISS. 

December 31st, 1839. A fire commenced in the cook- 
room of the Washington Hotel, and soon spread to and 
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ccmsamed the adjoining buildings on Main-street, as 
far as the Planters' Bank. The wind blew a gale at 
the time, and the flames spread with great rapidity, de- 
stroying two large squares on both sides of Jefferson- 
street, with the drug store of H. A. Randolph, and the 
house of Mr. Maynard. On the north side of Jefferson- 
street, the warehouse of Hoff" & Wright, the store of 
Jenings, Merritt & Co., with several dwelling-houses, 
and the store of Hunter & Bell, were burned. The fire 
did not cross Main-street, ^ut everything on the south- 
east side was consumed up to the Planters' Bank. Hoff* 
& Wright were the heaviest losers. Jenings, Merritt 
& Cp., lost ten thousand dollars in money. Out of 
seventy buildings, but one was left standing. Loss 
$200,000. « 

NASHUA, N. H. 

July 1st, 1856. A fire occurred in the spinning-room 
of the Nashua carpet mills, and, in a few hours, the 
whole building was entirely destroyed, with the ma- 
chinery. The fire spread to about a dozen buildings 
on High and School streets, which were consumed, 
with a part of their contents. Had the fire occurred 
while the mill was in operation, a number of lives 
would probably have been lost, as the wind blew a 
gale, and the fire spread from story to story with such 
rapidity that those in the upper stories would not have 
been able to have escaped. One person killed. Loss 
$200,000. 

NASHVILLE, TENN. 

, . . A fire broke out in the exten- 
sive bed manufactory of J. W. McCoombs, corner of 
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Church and Cherry streets, and, in a few moments, the 
entire building was in a sheet of flames. It spread as 
far as the residence of Captain James Williams on the 
north, to Summer-street on the west, burning four build- 
ings in Church-street on the south) and destroying in 
all twelve buildings. Loss $50,000. 

ROCHESTER, N. Y. 

August 4th, 1856. A fire originated in the cabinet 
shop of Durfee & Forsyth, situated on Water-street, 
and soon communicated to the tannery of C. Graves. 
Both buildings were entirely destroyed, with their con- 
tents. Loss $50,000. 

POMROY, OHIO. 

August 8th, 1856. A fire destroyed a large part of 
the business portion of the town. AH the public build- 
ings were consumed. It spread rapidly, and, in less 
than five hours, sixty of the most costly buildings in 
the place were nothing but a mass of smoking ruins. 
Two men were killed by the falling of walls. Loss 
$150,000. 

CAPE ISLAND, N. J. 

September 5th, 1856. The Mount Vernon Hotel, 
with its contents, was entirely destroyed by fire. It 
occurred in the night-time, and the proprietors, Phillip 
Cain, Andrew Cain, Martha Cain, Sarah Cain, and a 
Mrs. Albertine, were burned with the building. Loss 
$150,000. 

ATALANTA, GA. 

September 26th, 1856. A fire destroyed the engine 
depot of all the railroads entering the town. A large 
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amount of machinery was also destroyed with the 
building. Loss $100,000. 

WOECESTER, MASS. 

January 29th, 1854. Flagg's building, on Main- 
street, was entirely destroyed by fire. The building 
was used in part as stores, and the upper stories for 
dramatic representations. During the fire, the north 
walls of the building fell, completely demolishing a 
two-story block adjoining. The firemen worked under 
great disadvantages on account of the severity of the 
weather, it being ten degrees below zero. Loss $50,000. 

PETERSBURG, VA. 

February 4th, 1854. A fire destroyed the stores of 
Morrison & Marble, K. Barbary, and Trumbull & Stone. 
During the fire a large quantity of gunpowder ex- 
ploded, but without doing much injury. Loss $75,000. 

MACMINNIEVILLE, TENN. 

February 12th, 1854. The Farmers' Cotton Factory 
was entirely destroyed by fire, together with all the 
valuable machinery and a large quantity of cotton. 
Loss $100,000. 

BURRILLVILLE, R. I. 

August 4th, 1854. The mill of J. T. Lagrave <fc Co. 
was destroyed by fire, together with all its contents and 
machinery. The mill was used for the manufacture of 
fancy cassimeres, and contained full sets of machinery, 
and was in all respects one of the best mills in New 
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England. By this disastrous fire one hundred persons 
were thrown out of employment. Loss $125,000. 

ROCHESTER, N. Y. 

January 21st, 1854. A fire originated in a shoe-store, 
under the Blossom Hotel, destroying the whole block 
from St. Paul's street east to the Crystal Palace block. 
The other blocks were badly damaged. The principal 
losers are Wade & Osborne, James Day, Bradstreet & 
Graves, Marrion & Co., Oothout & Co., Wamsley & 
Brother, and Landon & Mooney, proprietors of the 
Blossom House. Loss 300,000. 

WHEELING, VA. 

January 31st, 1854. The Missouri Iron Worfes, with 
the entire contents, were completely destroyed by fire. 
Loss $60,000. 

NEWBERN, N. C. 

April 18th, 1843. A fire occurred in the block oppo- 
site the Merchants' Bank, which destroyed the entire 
block, including a large number of other buildings. The 
principal sufferers are Messrs. Simpson, Spencer, More, 
Justice Washington, and La Motte. All was conster- 
nation and confusion. In all about one hundred and 
twenty buildings were destroyed, comprising stores, 
warehouses, dwellings, mills, &c. Loss $150,000. 

MAYSVILLE, KY. 

April 18th, 1843. The stable of O. H. Davis was 
totally destroyed by fire, together with the block" of 
three-story houses adjoining, belonging to H. & P. Lee, 
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and which were occupied for stores, and as the printing- 
office of the MaysviUe Eagle. In all ten houses were 
burnt. Loss $30,000. 

LEBANON, TENN. 

July 29th, 1854. The extensive cotton, flour, and 
woollen mills, at the above place, were destroyed by 
fire, probably the act of an incendiary, by which two 
hundred and fifty persons were thrown out of employ- 
ment Loss $110,000. 

SCHENECTADY, N. Y. 

April 4th, 1843. A fire broke out in the night, which 
destroyed the railroad depot and office, and Given's 
Hotel, together with a large number of coaches and 
horses. The flames then communicated to several 
small buildings, which, with the tobacco factory of 
Mr. Cambell, were consumed. Loss ^50,000. 

FALL RIVER, MASS. 

June 24th, 1856. The Massasoit Flour Mills, with 
the machinery and about fifteen thousand bushels of 
grain, were destroyed by fire. The loss fell heavily on 
the lessees, w^ho were just beginning business. Loss 
$50,000. 

CLARKSVILLE, TENN. 

July 1st, 1854. The large warehouse of Barker & 
Difiendoffer was destroyed by fire, together with all its 
contents, and the residence of Mr. Prouty adjoining. 
The warehouse contained a large quantity of tobacco, 
salt, threshing machines, &c., which were all destroyed. 
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The number of hogsheads of tobacco destroyed was four 
hundred and thirtv-six. The largest losers were A. G. 
Washington and M. ifc G. Washington. Loss $60,000. 

TAUNTON, MASS. 

June 2d, 1843. A fire originated in the dry goods 
store of John O. Burt, on Main-street, and such was 
the rapidity with which the flames spread, that in a 
short time all the buildings between Brewer's block 
and the Crocker House were consumed, or demolished 
to prevent the progress of the flames. The buildings 
were occupied for residences, and for dry goods, hat 
and cap, boot and shoe stores, and a variety of other 
purposes. The owners saved little or nothing. In all, 
ten buildings were destroyed, and never did fire do its 
work with so little impediment from the gaping, staring, 
inert crowd of men, nor was ever witnessed more per- 
severing devotion by the women to the rescue and 
assistance of neighbors and friends, which task they 
discharged heroically. Loss $50,000. 

CLEVE^ND, OmO. 

January 2d, 1843. The warehouse of Standfast, 
Griffith & Co., and the two adjoining stores, were en- 
tirely consumed by fire. The warehouse was occupied 
by three or four mercantile firms, and by William 
Milford, Esq., Collector of Customs for this port. The 
books, papers and records, of the custom-house were 
destroyed, — a serious public loss, which all ^omes 
through the neglect of the government to furnish a safe 
or other fire-proof depository for public papers. 
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WILMINGTON, N. 0. 

April 30th, 1843. A fire broke out about noon, 
which extended from the banks of Cape Fear to the 
railroad depot, destroying at least two hundred build- 
ings, including all the railroad buildings, shops, &c., in 
which were five locomotives and a lot of cars, all of 
which were destroyed. A heavy gale of wind was 
blowing at the time from the south, which caused the 
fire to spread with a rapidity perfectly frightful. Most 
of the loss falls upon our citizens, which at the present 
time must cause a great deal of suffering. Loss $400,000. 

MILWAUKIE, WIS. 

February 14th, 1852. A fire originated in a new 
brick block, corner of Main and Wisconsin streets, and 
spread with great rapidity. In a short time the entire 
block was destroyed, with the new Music Hall, one of 
tlie finest in the West. The Musical Society lost many 
vahiable instruments — violins worth five hundred dol- 
lars, vahiable for their age, relics of olden times that 
never can be replaced. Loss $40,000. 

CHILLICOTHE, OHIO. 

April 1st, 1852. A fire occurred, which extended 
from Watts' carpenter shop to the Clinton House and 
an adjoining warehouse. The whole of that portion 
of the city east of High-street and north-east of Second- 
street^was left a mass of smoking ruins. The post- 
ofTice jind nearly all the public buildings were de- 
stroyed. One quarter part of the city was laid in ashes. 
Two thousand persons were rendered homeless, and 
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many of them without shelter for the night, or food to 
eat ; some, with nothing but the clothes upon their 
backs, having barely had time to escape with their 
lives. Loss $200,000. 

PORT DEPOSITB, MD. 

August 16th, 1855. A fire originated in Willey & 
Thompson's sash factory, planing-mill, and warehouse, 
spreading to the warehouse and lumber-yard of Davis 
&' Co., which were destroyed, with the dwelling-houses 
of D. Kennedy and E. Cornish. Loss $50,000. 

CLEVELAND, OHIO. 

August 20th, 1855. The drug store of Gaylord & 
Co., with the adjoining slop clothing stores, and Mr. 
Mould's, confectioner, were destroyed by fire. Loss 
$40,000. 

FORT SMITH, ARK. 

September 6th, 1855. A fire occurred, which de- 
stroyed a large portion of the business part of the 
town. The post-office and several other public build- 
ings were consumed. Loss $50,000. 

MACON, GA. 

November 25th, 1855. Ballston's range of stores, 
and their contents, were destroyed by fire. One of the 
buildings was occupied by Mr. Noyes, dry goods dealer. 
Loss $60,000. 

MEMPHIS, TENN. 

December 4th, 1855. A number of steamboats were 
destroyed by fire. Fifteen persons also lost their lives. 
Loss $200,000. 
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PETERSBURG, VA. 

May 17th, 1855. The stores of Falconer, Plummer 
& Co., G. W. Stell, N. Hartman & Co., Muir fe Stevens, 
W. G. Ford, S. Hall^R. S. Thompson, Watson & Alls- 
ton, Watkins, Son & Co., with several others, were 
destroyed by fire," Several boys were killed by the 
felling walls. Loss $150,000. 

WASHINGTON, N. C. 

March 21st, 1837. A fire occurred which destroyed 
a large number of buildings, with their contents. All 
the buildings on both sides of Main-street, from the 
store of J. Potts to the stores of E. Hoyt & Sons, were 
consumed. Loss $100,000. 

SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 

January 20th, 1852. A fire broke out in the Hamp- 
den House, and in a short time the entire building was 
destroyed, with most of its contents. Loss $30,000. 

LOWELL, MASS. 

January 13th, 1852. A fire occurred in the Lowell 
Bleachery, and in a few hours the entire building was 
destroyed, with a large quantity of cotton cloth. Loss 
$50,000. 

MEREDITH, N. H. 

August 5th, 1846. A fire destroyed more than one 
half of the town. It raged with terrible fury, and it 
was only by great exertions of the firemen that its 
progress was arrested. Loss $80,000. 
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VICKSBURG, MISS. 

1846. A fire destroyed two entire squares of build- 
ings. It was finally stopped by the strenuous exertions 
of the firemen. Loss unknown. 

NORWICH, CONN. 

March 12th, 1837. A fire originated in the paper- 
mill of A. H. Hubbard, and soon communicated to the 
cotton-mills of the Williams Manufacturing Company. 
Both mills were entirely destroyed. Loss $30,000. 

ft 

SALMON FALLS, N. H. 

August 7th, 1834. A fire broke out in the picker- 
room of the woollen mills, and in a few hours all that 
was left of this large structure was the smouldering 
ruins. Several persons lost their lives by the falling of 
the walls. Loss |180,000. 

VICKSBURG, MISS. 

March 25th, 1835. A fire occurred in an insurance 
office, and, before the progress of the flames could be 
arrested, several large warehouses were destroyed, with 
a number of dwellings. Loss $70,000. 

WETUMKA, ALA. 

June 5th, 1852. A fire originated in an old ware- 
house, and in two hours' time a large portion of the 
business part of the town was destroyed. The fire 
raged with great fury, sweeping everything in its 
course. Loss $300,000. 

25 
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MACON, GA. 

May 15th, 1852. A fire broke out in the dwelling 
occupied by G. Addenhold and others, situated in Third- 
street, and in a short time the building was entirely 
destroyed, with most of its contents. Loss $35,000. 

HUDSON, N. T. 

June 24th, 1852. A fire occurred, which destroyed 
a dozen stores and a number of dwelling-houses, with 
all their contents. This was the largest fire that ever 
occurred in this place. Loss $150,000. 

CLEVELAND, OHIO. 

October 11th, 1852. A fire originated in the store 
of J. S. Rogers, No. 3, Superior-street ; thence it spread 
to the corner of Union Square ; and from thence down 
Union-street, destroying both sides to the Mansion 
House. It consumed all the buildings on the west 
side of Water-street between the Mansion House and 
Franklin Square. In all twenty-five buildings were 
burnt. One man was killed by the falling walls. Loss 
$100,000. 

OGDENSBURG, N. Y. 

October 19th, 1852. A fire was discovered in the 
carriage factory of Israel Lamb, on Isabella-street. The 
wind at the time was blowing a gale from the north- 
west, and the fire spread with fearful rapidity, till the 
entire district west of Isabella-street, south of Wash- 
ington and east of Catherine streets, extending through 
to the banks of theOswegatchie river, with the excep- 
tion of a portion between Washington and Front streets, 
was destroyed. Loss, ^100, 000. 
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^ ^ ^ UTICA, N. Y. 

April 4th, 1837. A fire broke out in a frame build- 
ing occupied by Mr. Brooks as a jewelry store. The 
flames spread with great rapidity, and in a short time 
the whole block, with but one or two exceptions, was 
destroyed. The Avind at the time was blowing a gale, 
and all the buildings on the west side of Genesee- 
street, from the store of T. F. Tracy to the corner of 
W hi tboro' -street, were burned, with all those west 
to the Clerk's office, — in all forty buildings. Loss 
$100,000. 

4 ROCHESTER, N. T. 

June 11th, 1837. A fire occurred on the corner of 
Buffalo and Front streets, which destroyed the stores 
of Barton & Co., E. M. Parsons, L. W. Libbey & Co., 
Farley & Hamilton, and Avery & Co., with several 
other buildings. Loss $75,000. 

PENN TANN, PA. 

August 22d, 1853. Several stores and a large num- 
ber of dwelling-houses were destroyed by fire. Loss 
$100,000. 

CUMBERLAND, MD. 

April 15th, 1833. A fire originated in a cabinet- 
shop near the centre of the town, and spread with such 
rapidity that twenty buildings were soon in flames. 
It occurred in the night time, and the progress of the 
flames was so rapid that the inhabitants were obliged to 
fly for their lives. The town was completely destroyed. 
Every hotel, every store, and public building, were 
burned. One hundred and forty buildings were d^- 
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stroycd, leaving the town a scene of utter desol%tion^ 
Loss $175,000. 

APALACHIGOLA, FL. 

March 30th, 1833. A fire occurred in the dry goods 
store of W. Peabody & Co., and, before it could be 
subdued, the entire block, consisting of thirteen build- 
ings, was destroyed. Loss $30,000. 

SCHENECTADY, N. Y. 

October Sth, 1837. A large part of the buildings on 
Ferry-street wer« destroyed by fire. Loss $42,000. 

October 17th, 1837. A steam mill, on the banks of 
the Savannah River, a few miles from Savannah, was 
destroyed, with other property, to the value, in all, of 
$30,000. 

TECUMSEH, MICH. 

February 10th, 1853. A fire destroyed a large part 
of the business portion of the town. The Girard block, 
on Chicago-street, was burned, and every building from 
the railroad to Otona-street. Loss $40,000. 

OSWEGO, N. Y. 

June 5th, 1853. A fire originated in the flouring 
mills of Fitzhugh & Littlejohn, and soon spread to 
Ames^ grain elevator, and, in a short time, both build- 
ings were in a sheet of flames, which continued to rage 
and defy all efforts to arrest their progress. The heat 
from the fire was intense, and some of the engines 
caught fire, and had to be tlirown into the river to save 
them. Between the toll-bridge and the piers every mill, 
warehouse and store, was consumed. It is not in the 
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power of man to give a description of the scene. The 
fire extended over forty-five acres of ground, and every 
mill north of Bridge-street was destroyed; namely, 
Penifield's, Wyman <fc Co.'s, Ames' elevator, with two 
hundred other buildings. The section of the town de- 
stroyed is bounded on the west by the river, on the east 
by Sixth-street, and on the north by the fort grounds. 
The only property saved within the limits, were Ran- 
dal's elevator, the Methodist Church, and a few dwell- 
ing-houses. There were over three hundred thousand 
bushels of grain destroyed. Fifteen blocks of build- 
ings were consumed. Hundreds of families were ren- 
dered houseless, and many, who were in the morning 
wealthy, were reduced to poverty. Several persons 
were injured by the falling timbers. Loss $1,500,000. 

AUGUSTA, MB. 

September 2d, 1853. A fire originated in the vicinity 
of the dam, burning saw-mills, machine-shops, an ex- 
tensive timber-preparing establishment, several dwell- 
ing-houses, and a large amount of lumber. This was 
the most disastrous fire that ever occurred in this place. 
Five hundred persons were thrown out of work. Loss 
$20,000. 

MICHiaAN CITY, MICH. 

September 15th, 1853. Forty buildings, situated on 
the main square, were destroyed by fire. Loss $50,000. 

MANCHESTER, N. H. 

September 21st, 1853. A fire broke out in the Man- 
chester delaine print-works. It was first seen by Mr. 

25* 
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Ford, the agent, who, upon arriving at the mill, found 
the fire in the dry room, in the centre of the mill. This 
room was very dry, having been kept at two hundred 
degrees of heat for seven years. Mr. Ford closed the 
doors between the weave rooms and the printing de- 
partment, and then let on the whole head of steam, at 
a pressure of eighty pounds to the square inch. This 
not checking the fire, he then broke the water pipe in 
the centre of the building, but without avail All the 
hydrants in the building were opened, but such was the 
dryness of the interior that it was impossible to check 
the progress of the flames, and they rapidly commimi- 
cated to every part of the building, which, in two 
hours, was nothing but a mass of smouldering ruins. 
Loss $125,000. 

CLEVELAND, OHIO. 

May 8th, lSo2. A fire originated in a plane factory 
on Seneca-street, which burned the entire block from 
the corner of Seneca and Superior streets to the Fores- 
ter House. Tlie buildings were occupied as bookstores, 
boot and shoe stores, and grocery stores. Loss $50,000. 

BATON ROUGE, LA. 

May 18th, 1852. The extensive sugar-house of Mr. 
Perkins was destroyed by fire. A large quantity of 
sugar was consumed with the building. Loss $200,000. 

MILWAUKIE, WIS. 

October 17th, 1852. The warehouse of Mr. Kings- 
ley was destroyed by fire, with four thousand barrels 
of flour, a large quantity of beef, butter, pork, &c. 
Loss $50,000. 
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GREEN BAY, MICH. 

Novei;nber 1st, 1853. One half of the town, includ- 
ing the United States Hotel, three warehouses, the Ad- 
vocate printing-office, and Whitney <fc Smalley's store, 
which was filled with goods, — in all thirty buildings, 
— was consumed by fire. Loss $100,000. 

MILLEDGYILLE, GA. 

October 25th,' 1853. The entire range of stores on 
the east side of Wayne-street, together with many 
buildings extending back from the street through to the 
square opposite the Presbyterian Church, in all twenty- 
five buildings, was destroyed by fire. Loss $75,000. 

BRISTOL, B. I. 

December 25th, 1853. The planing mills of Captain 
J. S. Gardner, situated on the wharf, were destroyed 
by fire. Also the fire-arm factory of Burnrid, Bishop 
& Foster, with a large quantity of lumber. Loss 
$70,000. 

CORNING, N. Y. 

July 4th, 1856. A fire originated in Ayer's block, 
and, before it could be checked, forty buildings were 
destroyed in the business part of the town. The build- 
ings were wood, and the fire raged with intense fury. 
Every building but one on Main-street, east of Dickin- 
son^s store, was consumed. Only six stores were left in 
the place. Loss $130,000. 

HUNTSYILLE, ALA. 

October 10th, 1835. A large fire occurred, which 
destroyed the extensive buildings known as the Hunts- 
ville Inn. Loss $100,000. 
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NEWARK, N. J. 

October 26th, 1836. A very disastrous conflagration 
occurred at the above place, destroying property to the 
amount of $125,000. 

PJBTESSBUBa, YA. 

December , 1836. The railroad depot was de- 
stroyed by fire, together with several work-shop^, five 
beautiful engines with tenders, and a number of coaches 
and valuable tools. Loss $75,000. 

November 7th, 1841. A fire destroyed the Presbyte- 
rian Chtirch, and PowelFs hotel and stables. A num- 
ber of horses were burned. Several other buildings 
were on fire, buJt were saved by the timely exertions of 
the brave firemen. Loss $65,000. 

AUGUSTA, GA. 

October 2d, 1833. An unoccupied house was totally 
destroyed by fire. The flames communicated to the 
adjoining buildings with great rapidity, and in a short 
time eleven houses were burned to the ground. So 
rapid was the progress of the fire, that, at one time, it 
was thought the town would be destroyed; but it was 
finally subdued, after blowing up one or two houses. 
Loss $35,000. 

CLEVELAND, OHIO. 

July 29th, 1835. A fire broke out in the rear of 
Superior-street, and raged with great fury, destroying 
two large squares of buildings, when it was finally 
arrested by the thick brick walls of the Mansion Hotel, 
and the noble exertions of the daring firemen. A girl 
about thirteen years old lost her life. Loss not given. 
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OSWEGO, N. Y. 

October 8th, 1835. A fire occurred here, by which a 
large number of buildings was destroyed. No further 
particulars given. Loss $100,000. 

ANTIGUA, LA. 

April 4th, 1841. One fourth part of the town was 
destroyed by fire this morning. Among the buildings 
consumed is the custom-house, the contents of which 
were totally destroyed. Loss $300,000. 

VICKSBURG, MISS. 

November 10th, 1841. A fire originated in the house 
of A. Droy, on Main-street, from which the flames 
spread with fearful rapidity, destroying in their course 
two entire squares on each side of Main, from Cherry 
to Locust streets. The wind was blowing a gale, and 
th6 noble exertions of the gallant firemen were of but 
little or no avail. Still, all was done that strong arms 
and stout hearts could do to stay the progress of the 
destroying element. This was by far the most dis- 
astrous fire that ever occurred in this city. Loss not 
stated, but it must be immense. 

HARRISBURQ, PA. 

October 31st, 1838. A fire occurred, which destroyed 
all the buildings on Fourth-street below Market-street. 
Among them was a beautiful Lutheran Church. Loss 
$35,000. 

NORFOLK, VA. 

March 14th, 1838. The large stores on Newton's 
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Wharf, with all their contents, were destroyed by fire. 
Loss $35,000. 

BOCnESTEB, N. T. 

July 28th, 1847. A fire was discovered in St. Paul's 
Cluirch, and in a few minutes the flames burst out of 
the roof, and the building was entirely destroyed. Loss 
$25,000. 

November 14th, 1847. The carriage factory of J. W. 
Kerr, and an adjoining building, with their contents, 
were destroyed by fire. Loss $20,000. 
m 

HATBYILLB, TKNN. 

August 4th, 1847. Six warehouses, with a part of 
their contents, were destroyed by fire. Loss $35,000. 

September 19th, 1847. A fire occurred in a frame 
warehouse on the corner of Wall and Water streets, and 
in less than one hour the whole block, containing nine 
warehouses, was a heap of ruins. The one in which 
the fire originated was occupied by W. S. Read as a 
grocery store. Loss $25,000. 

ATTICA, N. Y. 

December 18th, 1847. A fire broke out, and before 
it could be subdued property to the amount of thirty 
thousand dollars was destroyed. 

CONCORD, N. H. 

January 6th, 1846. The extensive frame building at 
the depot of the Concord Railroad, occupied by Gil- 
more & Clapp as a grocery store, and by the railroad 
company as a car-house, was destroyed by fire. Four 
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passenger-cars, three freight-cars, and a large amount 
of goods, consisting of flour, lime, oil, pork, fish, &c., 
were also destroyed. Loss $66,000. 

ROME, N. Y. 

January 6th, 1846. A large portion of the business 
part of the town was burnt. No less than thirty build- 
ings were destroyed, with most of their contents. Loss 
unknown. One man was killed by the falling of the 
walls. 

MORRISTOWN, K. J. 

The New Jersey Hotel was completely destroyed by 
fire. This was one of the largest hotels in the country. 
Loss 1120,000. 

PBOVIDENCE, OHIO. 

SeptemlSer 16th, 1846. The efntire town, with the 
exception of some half dozen buildings, was destroyed 
by fire. Loss unknown. 

MIDDLETOWN, CONN, 

January 6th, 1856. The extensive buildings belong- 
ing to the Middletown Power Company were totally 
destroyed by fire. They were occupied by a number 
of firms, who lost most of their goods. By this calamity 
one hundred and fifty hands were thrown out of em- 
ployment. Loss $100,000. 

uncA, N. Y. 

January 14th, 1856. A store on Genesee-street, with 
its contents, was wholly consumed. The flames then 
communicated to the adjoining stores of Thurber & 
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Sewards, C. A. Bates, Westicott & Hammond, and a 
number of others, whose stocks were all more or less 
destroyed. Loss $90,000. 

BRIDGEPORT, CONN. 

December 10th, 1845. A building on Bank-street 
was consumed. The flames then extended along both 
sides of Water-street, north, to Wall-street, and down 
Water, south, to the old Steam Dock. On State-street 
some ten or twelve buildings were destroyed, embracing 
most of the heavy business houses. The loss was very 
heavy, but it was divided among a large number of 
persons. In all some thirty buildings were consumed. 
Loss $150,000. 

NBWBTJRYPORT, MASS. 

March 6th, 1856." A fire broke out in the upper 
story of the Essex Cotton Mill, and spread with such 
rapidity that in a few moments the whole building 
was enveloped in flames, and in about an hour was 
completely destroyed, with all its contents. The 
mill contained about one hundred and eighty looms, 
and seven thousand spindles, and was occupied in the 
manufacture of printing-cloths, giving employment to 
one hundred and seventy-five operatives. The loss 
was a severe one to the stockholders, and still more 
so to the employees. The wind was blowing strong 
from the north at the time, and, owing to the situation 
of the building on the wharf, the firemen were pre- 
vented from getting access to it to work to advantage; 
but by great exertions they finally conquered. Loss 
$75,000. 
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COLUMBUS, OHIO. 

May 5th, 1856. The extensive car manufactory of 
Ridgeway <fc Co. was entirely destroyed, together with 
all its contents. Loss $100,000. 

NANTUCKET, MASS. 

February 20th, 1844. By the burning of the poor- 
house at this place, eight of the inmates lost their 
lives in the flames. No further particulars. 

WALCOTVILLB, CONN. 

February 11th, 1856. The woollen factory of Slade 
& Hamley was, with Its contents, destroyed by fire. 
The loss was deeply felt in the town, as a great number 
of people were thrown out of employment. Loss $80,000. 

HARTFORD, CONN. 

The Goodyear Metallic Rubber-Shoe Factory was 
burned to the ground, with all its contents. Loss 
$100,000. 

DARBY, VA. 

March 1, 1856. The extensive cotton factory of 
Kelly was destroyed by fire. The loss of this 



mill was severely felt by the residents of the town. 
About four hundred people were, by this disaster, 
thrown out of employment. Loss $160,000. 

SYRACUSE, N. Y. 

The block of stores at the corner of Salina and Fay- 
ette streets, %nown as Dillaye's block, was completely 
destroyed by fire. They were occupied by a number 

of tenants, all of whom lost their goods. Loss $50,000. 

26 
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TARMOurn, MX. 

March 17th, J1866. The cotton factory at this place 
was completely consumed, with all the machinery 
attached. It is not known how the fire originated, as 
the upper part of the building was enveloped in flames 
when it was discovered. The loss is about $65,000. 

WUSKESHA, WIS. 

March, 1856. A fire originated in a block of build- 
ings, six of which were destroyed, including the ofiSce 
of the Plain Dealer. The buildings were occupied by 
about twenty tenants, for various kinds of business 
purposes, most of whom lost their stock. Loss $36,000. 

CANANDAIGUA, N. Y. 

^ February 7th, 1856. The hat store of J. A. Palmer 
was destroyed, together with the stores of H. Underbill, 
William Schaffer, Mrs. Smith, Pratt & Smith, and J. 
Mitchell, who lost most of their stocks. By the falling 
of a wall, the savings-bank of Thomas Beals, and a 
printing-office, were demolished. Loss $50,000. 

GEORQETOWN, S. C. 

September 16th, 1846. Thirty buildings were con- 
sumed in a few hours. The fire spread very rapidly, 
and a large number of persons lost all they had. Loss 
$50,000. 

WILMINGTON, N. C. 

September 16th, 1846. Several warehouses, filled 
with turpentine and groceries, were destroyed by fire ; 
but we can find no details. Loss very large. 
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SOUTH HADLEY FALLS, MASS. 

May 6th, 1846. A fire originated in the paper-mills 
of Lothrop <fc Howard, it spread with fearful rapidity, 
and in less than three hours these mills, the grist and 
plaster mill of J. Bartnell, and the paper-mill of David 
Ames, were entirely destroyed, with a large part of 
their contents. Loss $75,000. 

NAPLES, ILL. 

July 17th, 1846. The Naples House was consumed, 
with the warehouse and smoke-house of T. & S. Van 
Snykelj the warehouse of J. Morse, and the dwelling- 
house of Van Snykel, also the post-office, and all the 
public buildings in the place, with their, contents. *Loss 
$30,000. 

COLUMBUS, GA. 

October 9th, 1846. A tremendous fire occurred here, 
which destroyed a large part of the town. It spread 
with terrible rapidity, and fifty bwldings were blown 
up to stop its progress, but without avail. Everything 
was dry as tinder, and water scarce, so the fire had full 
sway, and burned with relentless fury for a number of 
hours. This was the greatest calamity that ever befel 
the town, and the loss fell upon that class of citizens 
who were not able to bear it. In all two hundred 
buildings were burned. Loss $200,000. 

PETERSBURG, VA. 

November 13th, 1849. A whole square of buildings 
with their contents were destroyed by fire. No account 
of this fire is to be found. Loss not given. 
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SALEM, MASS. 

December 19th, 1844. A fire broke out, at quarter 
before eleven o'clock, p. m., in the steam sawing and 
planing establishment of James N. Buflfum, in Front- 
street, and spread with great rapidity. The steam-mill 
was destroyed in a short time;, and the fire extended in 
all directions, sweeping all before it. Mr. Griffin's large 
sailors' boarding-house, Peele's Row, Lafayette-street, 
containing fourteen tenements, Briggs' counting-house 
on his wood- wharf, the whole side of Front-street, 
from the corner of Lafayette-street to the Meal Market, 
including the buildings above named, Varney's store, 
Ropes' stove store, and all the buildings and lumber 
on the wharves in the rear, were consumed. Messrs. 
Lord's shop was badly injured. On the north side of 
Front-street, Ball's bakery, a large three-story brick 
building, Edwards' clothing-store, and Shatswell's 
three-story dwelling-house, were consumed. The store 
occupied by Mr. Pond was badly damaged. On the 
cast side of Lafayette-street, the large building, known 
as Concert Hall, occupied by Nathaniel F. Safibrd, 
and Sheridan's Gymnasium, were levelled. Bowker & 
Clarke's large grain store and storehouse, on Fish- 
street, containing among other things two thousand 
barrels of flour, was consumed; also David Moore's 
store, and several other buildings, including dwelling- 
houses on Williams Court. The loss of property was 
very great, and many poor families were driven forth 
homeless, and required immediate aid. Several fami- 
lies and children, in their fright, rushed from their 
homes without a sufiiciency of clothing to protect them 
from the inclemency of the weather. Mr. John Wes- 
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ton, boatman, was seriously injured by falling from a 
house. In falling, he struck on the shoulder of a per- 
son standing below, which undoubtedly saved his life. 
Several others were severely injured. The firemen 
from the neighboring towns were on the spot, doing 
efficient service. The streets were filled with furni- 
ture and movables, and the loss cannot be accurately 
estimated. A schooner, lying at one of the wharves 
above South Bridge, was saved by the exertions of the 
firemen, after cutting away her masts. It was low 
tide at the time, and water was obtained with much 
difficulty. The fire was subdued at three o'clock, a. m. 
Its extent is from the Meal Market, opposite Market 
Square, easterly to the western extremity of the Char- 
ter-street Burying Ground, and southerly from Front- 
street to the South River. Some forty or fifty buildings, 
of different descriptions, and an immense quantity of 
wood and lumber, clothing, grain, flour, and other valua- 
ble merchandise, were destroyed. The light of this fire 
was distinctly seen in Boston and Roxbury, sixteen 
miles distant. Between ten and eleven o'clock a loco- 
motive was despatched tp East Boston, and a fire- 
engine and men brought down to aid in subduing the 
flames. The firemen had an. arduous night's labor, 
and to their exertions were the citizens indebted for the 
suppression of the flames within the limits named. 
Loss $90,000. 

FITCHBURG, MASS. 

December 8th, 1849. The large chair factory of 
Hey wood & Comee, the car factory of Davenport & 
Bridges, and a number of other buildings, with most 
of their contents, were destroyed by fire. Loss $50,000. 

26* 
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uncA, N. Y. 

November 15th, 1844. The extensive drug and 
grocery store of F. Hollester & Co., No. 36, Genesee- 
street, was destroyed by fire last night, with the entire 
stock, excepting a quantity of goods in the cellar, which 
were kept from burning by filling it with water. He 
was insured for $30,000, which will cover the loss. 
Loss $30,000. 

BICHMOND, VA. 

November 21st, 1844. The Schoekoe foundery of 
Messrs. Talbot & Brothers was discovered to be on 
fire. The principal work-shop and pattern-shop were 
destroyed, with all the patterns, the accumulation of 
eleven years. Loss $40,000. 

ELLSWORTH, ME. 

December 13th, 1844.* This village was yesterday 
the scene of a terrific conflagration. At about twelve 
o'clock a fire broke out in the three-story building upon 
the north side of Main-street, belonging to J. W. Hath- 
away, of Bangor, and occupied by Messrs. Crehore & 
Barton, cabinet-makers, J. Frazer, Jr., painter, and 
Moses Camery, barber. It was occasioned by the 
breaking of a glass demijohn of turpentine. So rapidly 
did the flames extend, that the occupants scarcely had 
time to escape. In one hour, this, and six other build- 
ings occupied as dwellings, mechanics' shops, stables, 
&c., by Messrs. Lee, Colby, Crabtree, McFarlan, and 
Tliomas & Campbell, together with a considerable por- 
tion of their contents, were laid in ruins. The wind 
blew fresh, and the fire soon crossed the street to the 
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eastern block of Haddock's buildings, which soon fol- 
lowed as the others. The Bennett Tavern, the Barker 
House, and the western block of Haddock's buildings, 
occupied as a dwelling and store by Mr. Joshua R. 
Jordan, were several times on fire. The furniture and 
goods from these houses, stores, and shops, were re- 
moved, but more or less injured. Most of the property 
was without insurance, and the loss fell upon those 
poorly able to bear it. Loss $25,000. 

ROCHESTER, N. Y. 

July 22d,*1845. A fire broke out in a small wooden 
building on Front-street, used as a cabinet-maker's 
shop, and the range of wooden buildings of which it 
was a part was almost immediately envoloped in 
flames, which advanced along the east side' of Front- 
street with uncontrollable fury ; and on that side of the 
street, in spite of every exertion, five shops and stores 
were consumed almost simultaneously with the com^ 
mencement of the fire. It soon spread across, and 
raged without control, destroying six or seven large 
buildings. At the time of the breaking out of the fire 
the firemen were absent at the steamboat landing, two 
miles distant, for the purpose of receiving the Toronto 
firemen, who were coming on a visit to this city ;* and 
it was a great while before water, in sufficient quantity 
to be of any service, was thrown on the flames. In all, 
about twenty buildings were destroyed. Loss $40,000. 

BATON ROUGE, LA. 

November 29th, 1849. A fire destroyed property to 
the amount of $75,000. 



808 ' TUB FIKEMAN. 

COLUMBIA, S. G. 

November 29th, 1844. A fire broke out in the rear 
of the buildings known as Euarts' Range, by which the 
entire square was destroyed, with the exception of two 
dwellings and the court-house, which was on fire sev- 
eral times, but was saved by the great exertions of the 
firemen and citizens. Loss $40,000. 

SOUTH BERWICK, ME. 

August 19th, 1844. The Furguson factory was 
totally destroyed by fire, caused by the falling of a 
camphene lamp among some wool. Loss $40,000. 

MACON, GA. 

August 19th, 1844. A very destructive conflagration 
occurred at this place, by which an entire square was 
burned to the ground. The whole number of build- 
ings destroyed was twenty, comprising some of the 
finest in the town. Loss not given. 

FAYETTEVILLB, LA. 

June 1st, 1845. A fire broke out on Hay-street, a 
short distance from the Market House, and extended on 
both*sides of the street, burning in its course two entire 
squares, bounded by Franklin-street on the south, Gil- 
lespie and Green streets on the east, and Old-street on 
the north, and as far west as the hotel, including that 
and the store adjoining. Included in this boundary 
were the* best buildings, and the most business part of i 
the town. In all, about one hundred buildings were 
destroyed. Loss not given. 
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SOUTH DANVERS, MASS. 

September 21st, 1843. A very destructive confla- 
gration occurred at this place. It broke out in the 
wheelwright shop of Mr. Berry, which was entirely de- 
stroyed, together with a large number of workshops, 
dwellings, stores, &c., including the new South Meeting- 
house, the Essex Coffee-house, and all the public build- 
ings hi the town. Tliis was by far the largest fire that 
has occurred in this vicinity for years, and its ravages 
were most extensive and severe. The wind, being 
very high, bore the flames and burning cinders to a 
great distance, threatening at times the destruction 
of the entire village. Indeed, it appeared at one time 
that nothing short of a superintending Providence could 
arrest the progress of the devouring element. Several 
buildings, at a great distance from the scene of the con- 
flagration, were on fire, but were saved by the active 
exertions of the citizens and firemen. The occupants 
of the buildings destroyed lost most if not all of their 
furniture and stock. Firemen were present from Salem, 
Marblehead, Beverly, Lynn, and other places, and ren- 
dered valuable aid. The total loss was about $80,000. 

BATON EOUGB, LA. 

December 25th, 1841. A large portion of this town 
was laid in ashes, causing the most intense suflering 
and distress among the inhabitants. Many families, 
who laid down to sleep but a short time before in se- 
curity, awoke to find themselves reduced to utter desti- 
tution, and were obliged to call upon their neighbors, 
who, in many cases, were no better off" than themselves. 
The loss of property was $100,000. 
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TALLAHASSEE, FL. 

May 25th, 1843. A fire originated in buildings in 
tlie Tear of Washington Hall. The flames then ex- 
tended on both sides of Main-street to the court-house. 
Almost every store in the place was destroyed, together 
with the post-office, the contents of which were saved, 
although in a damaged state. The buildings were so 
dry, there having been no rain for six weeks, that they 
burnt like tinder, and the flames were beyond control. 
In all, about two hundred and fifty buildings were de- 
stroyed, including every business house in the place. 
Two or three negroes lost their lives in the flames. 
Loss $300,000. 

DBTBOIT, MICH. 

January 2d, 1842. A fire broke out in the Ohio 
House Block, which destroyed that block, and extended 
to a large wooden building on Woodward Avenue, to 
the Daily Adoertlser and Register office, a large brick 
building used as the custom-house. Also the large 
four-story brick building of J. Newbold, and a large 
wooden building ; all of which were destroyed. This 
was by far the most valuable square in the city, and 
the most business part of the place was laid in ashes. 
Loss $175,000. 

COLUMBIA, S. C. 

April 12th, 1842. The most beautiful and business 
part of the town was laid in ruins by fire. It broke 
out about midnight, and burned until daylight with 
uncontrollable fury. About thirty stores and dwellings 
were consumed. Loss $200,000 in all. 
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* SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 

October 14th, 1844. One of the most destructive 
fires that have ever visited this city, occurred to-day. 
It originated in the shop of Anderson, on San ford- 
street, and, before it could be subdued, destroyed the 
whole mass of adjoining buildings, extending west to 
Main-street, thence south to the store of Reynolds & 
Morris, and north to the brick building of Mr. Elisha 
Blake. Besides the range of wooden buildings on San- 
ford-street, there were six large brick stores burned. 
No adequate supply of water was at hand, and nearly 
an hour elapsed before it could be obtained from the 
town brook, that stream being shut off at night in 
order to secure sufficient water for the mills. The list 
of sufferers was large, and in most cases the occupants of 
the stores destroyed lost their entire stock. Loss about 
$35,000. 

GRANVILLE, CONN. 

May 26th, 1842, A very destructive fire broke out 
in the cotton factory, known as the Shetucket, of Mr. 
Green, which was entirely destroyed, together with the 
machinery and contents. By this calamity a large 
number of persons were thrown out of employment, 
and the village of Granville received a blow that seri- 
ously affected its prosperity for a great length of time. 
Loss $120,000. 

OSWEGO, N. Y. . 

July 31st, 1850. A fire occurred, which destroyed 
two extensive flour-mills, two blocks of stores, and 
sev<3ral other buildings, nearly half of the bridge, and 
one of the fire engines. Loss $300,000. 
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LOCKPORT, N. T. , 

November 8th, 1850. A destructive fire occurred in 
the large four-story block, known as the Merchants' 
Block, on the corner of Main and College streets, which 
was entirely consumed. The printing-office of the 
Democrat was destroyed, together with the books and 
papers. Loss $30,000. « 

HUDSOW, N. T. 

July 13th, 1850. A severe fire latd twenty buildings 
in ashes, and brought great distress to the occupants, 
who were poor, and were obliged to flee from the flames 
without savnig anything except what they had on. 
The loss is estimated at 50 or $60,000. 

DETROIT, MICH. 

• 

November 18th. 1850. The depot of the Michigan 
Railroad was consumed. It was eight hundred and 
fifty feet long, by sixty feet wide. About forty tons of 
goods in transit were consumed, and large quantities of 
wheat, flour, and other staples, were in store in the 
building, all of which was consumed. Loss $100,000, 

SOUTKBRIDGE, MASS. 

December 9th, 1850. The large store and brick 
woollen-mill, belonging to the Hamilton Woollen Man- 
ufacturing Co., in. Globe Village, was destroyed by fire, 
with nearly all the machinery. The fire was discovered 
in the upper stories a short time after the watchman 
had left the premises, and so dense was the smoke that 
it was impossible for any one to get to it. Such was 
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the progress of the flames before ten o'clock that noth- 
ing remained but a heap of smouldering ruins. The 
main building was seven stories high, including the 
basement and the attic story. A large dry-house was 
destroyed. The color-shop and wool-shop were saved, 
and fortunately with them four hundred thousand 
pounds of wool. The cotton-mill and print- works of 
the company were uninjured. The works of the com- 
pany occupy some thirty acres of land, and part were 
at a distance from the fire. The company was engaged 
in the manufacture of delaines, and the burning of the 
woollen-mill stopped operations of cotton warps in the 
other mill, and seven hundred people lost employment 
thereby. The origin of the fire could not be ascertained. 
The watchman on duty was one of the best in the em- 
ployment of *the company. The company belonged in 
Boston. The capital stock is $600,000. Sayles, Mer- 
riam <fc Brewer were the selling agents. The loss was 
$175,000. 

CAMBRIDGEPORT, MASS. 

August 12th, 1854. A destructive fire occurred on 
Saturday night. All the buildings on the square, from 
Norfolk-street to the Cambridge Bank, and through to 
Austin-street, except three, were burned to the ground, 
'and property to a very large amount was consumed. 
The fire was set between the stables of Messrs. J. A. 
Pike and Charles Wood, at about half past nine 
o'clock, and in a few moments both buildings were in 
a blaze. There was but one horse in Mr. Wood's 
stable, and he was saved, together with harnesses, and 
some trifling articles. There were two or three horses 

27 
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ill Mr. Pike's stable, and they were saved. From the • 
stables the fire extended to the sheds in the rear of the 
block of three stores owned by Mr. Charles Wood, and 
finally to the stores also, and raged with fury. It then 
became evident that a destructive conflagration must 
occur. The stores were occupied by Caleb Wood. & 
Co., West India goods dealers, A. S. Kelley, clothing, 
Cyrus D. <fc D. Wilder, boots and shoes ; all of whom 
succeeded in removing a large portion of their goods. 
The upper stories of this block were occupied in part 
as residences, and as law and insurance offices. Part 
of the furniture was saved. The building adjoin- 
ing on the west, between those last destroyed and the 
Bank, owned by Mr. Wood, next took fire. It was oc- 
cupied by Charles Livermore, harness maker, John 
Hughes, insurance agent, and Thomas J. Stevens, res- 
taurant; the upper stories as dwellings. This block 
was burned. A dwelling-house next in order was de- 
stroyed. The sheds of the houses on Austin-street next 
took, and soon three houses on that street, owned, by 
Caleb Morse, were on fire, and reduced to ashes. The 
scene now became frightful. It was stated that the 
reservoirs were exhausted, and the firemen also. Mes- 

4 

sengers were despatched to Boston for additional aid, 
there being many already from Boston, Roxbury and 
Charlestown, on the greund, who had rendered efficient 
assistance. The flames returned to Main-street, and 
the building owned by Charles Kimball was burned. 
From this the fire communicated to the three-story 
building owned by J. M. Beebe, which was destroyed. 
The next building destroyed was owned by Mr. Russell. 
The dwelling-house of Aaron Ordway, on the corner 
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of Norfolk and Austin streets, was badly injured.' 
A number of smaller structures were burned and in- 
jured. The fire was one of the most destructive that 
has occurred at this place, and occasioned much suffer- 
ing. It raged with fury for over four hours. But two 
accidents were reported. Mr. Solon Fisher was run 
down by a loose horse, and Mr. Rufus Slocomb, of 
No. 3, was injured by a fire-hook. Loss $150,000. 

VINCENNES, IND. 

December 7th, 1854. An entire square of buildings 
was consumed, among which were the following stores 
and offices : Adams & Gemble, clothing store, John 
EIner <fc Co., grocers, Samuel Adams, auction store, 
Charles Groten, Frederic Gratus, grocers, and Dr. Rey- 
nolds' office. Besides these there were warehouses badly 
damaged. Loss $60,000. 

CLEVELAND, OHIO. 

October 28th, 1854. A fire originated in the stables 
attached to the New England House, destroying the 
hotel, stables, and the entire square. It then crossed 
James-street, burning the St. Charles Hotel, and .the 
entire row of buildings from the Canal to Superior- 
street. The flames then crossed Superior Lane, entirely 
destroying Oviatt's block, besides several other stores, 
with their entire stocks. The principal losers were 
N. & C. Lock, Cook & Althen, Wendell, druggist. Treat 
& Edwards, grocers, very heavy stock, Bishop, Ken- 
nington & Co., Mellhinck & Stillman, commis^sion agents, 
George Sprague, grocer and liquor vender. Most of 
the above-named persons lost all their goods, papers, 
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&c. The buildings on James-street were occupied as 
follows : Chamberlain & Crawford, forwarders, the 
Cleveland custom-house, N. A. Shay, iron dealer, the 
Board of Trade room, Wilbert &/ McDowell, grocers, 
Bingham <fc Co., iron dealers, together with several 
clothing stores. The occupants of Oviatt's block were 
S. P. & S. Burgess, grocers, J. Morrison, broker, in 
whose safe were $20,000, in bank bills, which were 
consumed, as the safe was exposed to the fierce flames 
from twenty-five tons of tallow in P. Anderson's cellar. 
The stocks of the above firms were very heavy, and 
a total loss. The loss by this destructive conflagration 
was $400,000. 

BRISTOL, R. I. 

July 8th, 1843. The Bristol Steam Mills were struck 
by lightning, which set fire to the building, and in a 
short time it was wholly destroyed, with the machinery. 
The slock was saved. Loss $120,000. 

COLUMBIA, S. C. 

December 7th, 1854. An entire block of buildings 
was destroyed by fire. It was occupied in part by 
Messrs. Gibbs <fc Co., publishers of the Carolmian news- 
paper. The entire loss is not known, but Messrs. G. ifc 
Co. lost about $40,000. 

• RICHMOND, VA. 

December 7th, 1854. The work-shops of the State 
Penitentiary were destroyed by fire, and almost every- 
thing within the walls. The prospective loss was 
immense, as it required six months to put the shops 
and manufactories in working order again, while the 
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convicts, of necessity, were obliged to remain idle in 
the mean time, and confined to their cells, without fire, 
at that cold season of the year. Loss on shops, &c., 
$50,000. • 

NORFOLK, VA. 

January 10th, 1847. A fire originated in the grocery 
store of Samson Rea, on Main-street. It soon commu- 
nicated to the drug store of Robertson <fc Cormick. The 
wind was blowing a gale from the south at the time, 
and carried the flames up the street, setting on fire the 
store of E. Dorrey, which was completely destroyed, 
with three others and their contents. Two boys were 
burned to death. Loss $60,000. 

COLUMBUS, lA. 

October 28th, 1847. A fire cpmpletely destroyed all 
the buildings in the town, which contained six hundred 
inhabitants. Particulars not given. 

AKRON, OHIO. 

December 18th, 1851. Eighteen buildings, including 
the bank and post-ofiice, were destroyed by fire. Loss 
$50,000. 

BATAVLi, N. Y. 

February 17th, 1850. A fire broke out in Ranney's 
horticultural store, and, water being scarce, it quickly 

spread to the house and store of Genston, from 

thence to the cabinet warehouse of C. Kirkham, — all 
of which were destroyed, with the American Hotel and 
barn, with most of their contents. Loss $50,000. 

27* 
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ROME, N. T. 

February 22d, 1850. Twenty of the finest build- 
ings in the place were destroyed ^y fire. No details 
given. Loss unknown. 

MACON, GA. • 

February 18th, 1850. A fire occurred on Cotton 
Avenue, and, before the progress of the flames could be 
arrested, no less than twenty buildings were destroyed, 
with the larger portion of their contents. They were 
^ occupied as dry goods and hardware stores. Loss 
$100,000. 

SPARTA, GA. 

February 20th, 1850. A large portion of the business 
part of the town was destroyed by fire. Among the 
buildings burned were the post-ofiice and all the public 
•buildings in the town. Loss $30,000. 

LOWELL, MASS. 

December 16th, 1851. A fire broke out in the turning- 
mills of E. <fc J. Crosby, on Howe-street. The wind 
blew a gale at the time, and the flames quickly spread 
to three two-story houses on Castle-street, from thence 
to the flannel-mills, — all of which were destroyed, with 
most of their contents. Loss $30,000. 

« 

WILLIAMSBURG, N. T. 

September 27th, 1849. A fire originated in the sta- 
bles at the foot of Second-street. It soon spread to 
the lumber-yard of Kieth & Lockwood, which was 
destroyed, with several buildings; thence it extended 
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to the ship-yard of Patterson <fc Co., which was par- 
tially destroyed. There was an aviary, containing 
eight hundred canary birds, which were let out, but, 
being fascinated by the glare of the fire, after hov- 
ering over it a while, darted into the flames. Loss 
$80,000. 

December 19th, 1851. The Excelsior Cordage Works 
were entirely consumed, with their contents, consisting 
of a large quantity of hemp and rope. Loss $75,000. 

PLATTSBUKG, N. Y. 

August 9th, 1849. A fire broke out at the south end 
of Main-street, which spread with terrible rapidity, 
sweeping everything on Main-street to the north as far 
as the court-house, and as far east as the bridge, 
destroying every building on both sides of the street. 
To the west of the bridge everything was consumed as 
far as Broadway, and both sides of Eiroadway were 
burned north and south. At least two thirds of the 
town were destroyed, including sixty-five of the finest 
buildings in the place. The printing-oflices of the 
Republican and Clinton County Whig were consumed. 
Loss $200,000. 

VICKSBUBG, MISS. 

September 27th, 1849. A fire broke out in a wooden 
building on the corner of Washington and Grove streets. 
The buildings in the block being wood, the flames 
spread with terrible rapidity, and in a short time the 
entire block fronting on Washington-street was in 
flames. Crossing the street it communicated to the 
dwelling-house of Mr. Garvin, which was burned, with 
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that of Mr. J. M. Gwinn, and an old wooden building 
used as the post-office. Several stores in the rear were 
consumed. The large crockery warehouse of Mr. Gen- 
nelly was entirely destroyed, with its contents. Twenty 
buildings, besides the stores, were destroyed, with a 
large part of their furniture. Loss $100,000. 

OSWEGO, N. Y. 

September 27th, 1849. A large portion of the village 
was de.stroyed by fire. It commenced in Ely's block, 
and burned with great fury, destroying one hundred 
buildings. The telegraph office, the bridge across the 
Susquehanna River, and all the public buildings in the 
place, were destroyed. Loss $200,000. 

COLXJMBUS, GA. * 

March 1st, 1847. A large number of stores were 
burned. The fire commenced on Broad-street, in 
tlie bookstore of Tarbox & Co., and destroyed the 
buildings as far back as Oglethorpe-street. In all, some 
ten of the finest stores in the place were destroyed. 
Loss $40,000. 

March 20th, 1847. The cotton warehouse of the 
Lowell factory agent was entirely destroyed, with a 
large quantity of cotton. Loss $60,000. 

DAYTON, OHIO. 

April 29th, 1847. A fire broke out on First-street, 
in the rear of Davis' iron store, and, before the flames 
could be checked, seven stores, one pork-house, and 
the entire block of buildings where the fire originated, 
were destroyed. Loss $40,000. 
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MASSILON, OHIO. 

August 21st, 1851. A fire originated in the Eagle 
Hotel and soon spread to the American House, both of 
which were destroyed with the entire block. The fire 
raged with great fury, consuming the store of Linus A. 
Ransom, dry goods dealer, Bagger's bookstore, Hane's 
grocery, Leland's glue-factory, the stores of Lind, Mer- 
rick & Co., P. J. Brigger & Co., with several others. 
Some of the buildings were the finest in the town. 
Loss $100,000. 

NEWARK, N. J. 

September 2d, 1851. The factory of Coffrey & White 
was entirely consumed, with the contents. The fire 
spread to the adjoining buildings, occupied by the firm 
of Tringley & Co., which were consumed, with several 
dwelling-houses. Loss $50,000. 

TPSILANTA, GA. 

March 23d, 1851. A fire originated in J. Cady's 
grocery store, corner of Congress and Washington 
streets, and destroyed the entire square north of Con- 
gress, and east of Washington streets. It then, crossed 
Hanover-street, and burned everything down to the 
river, consuming in all thirty-three buildings, with a 
large part of their contents. Loss $60,000. 

PROVIDENCE, LA. 

February 6th, 1851. A fire broke out, which de- 
stroyed a large part of the town, burning no less than 
five hundred buildings, with a large part of their con- 
tens. No details given. Loss $200,000. 
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MILWAUKIB, WIS. 

January 18th, 1851. A fire broke out in a ship- 
chandler y corner of Erie and Water streets, and the 
entire sqnare was burned. The buildings in the square 
were mostly small. Several lumber-yards were de- 
stroyed, with the stores of Frank & Co., Ludington & 
Co., Smith & McVickar, and S. M. Clark. Owing to 
the extreme coldness of the weather the water froze in 
the hose, rendering the engines useless. Loss $55,000. 

August 25th, 1854. A fire commenced in a stable in 
the rear of the United States Hotel. The wind was 
blowing a gale, which caused the fire to spread very 
rapidly, and in a few minutes the entire block as far as 
the Tremont House was in flames. In a short time 
the wind changed, communicating the fire to the United 
States Hotel; and the whole block, extending from 
Huron-street to Michigan-street, including two whole 
squares, bounded by Main, East, Water, and Michigan 
streets, was destroyed. The fire then crossed East 
Water-street, destroying all the buildings from the cor- 
ner of Huron-street to Nasros' hardware store. It 
spread with great rapidity, and the greatest confusion 
prevailed among the firemen. Three persons lost their 
lives. Thirty buildings in all were destroyed. Loss 
$75,000. 

AKRON, OHIO. 

February 19th, 1851. A fire originated on Hall's 
corner, which destroyed a whole square from Canal- 
street south to Perkins' block, consisting of fi\Q dry 
goods stores, four grocery stores^, and one dwelling- 
house. Loss $50,000. 
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SANDUSKY, OHIO. 

March 5th,. 1851. A fire broke out in Commercial 
Row, which destroyed the stores of Graham & Belden, 
A. R. Belden' s drug store, and the leather store of J. 
W. Barnum, with several small dwelling-houses. Two 
young men were burned, to death. Loss $50,000. 

PATERSON, N. J. 

June 18th, 1848. A fire originated in a large machine 
shop opposite the church. In a short time the building 
was destroyed. The flames spread to the church and 
Congress Hall, and before it was checked the buildings 
were consumed, with several otjiers, with a part of 
their contents. Loss $30,000. 

WALDOBORO', ME. 

August 25th, 1854. A*fire, originating in the rear of 
the hotel, swept everything in its course from Tibbett's 
large furniture store northward, and as far east as the 
Baptist Church, including every store in the village, 
and extending south and west to the river, consuming 
the new ships of G. H. Kennedy and Captain James 
Cook, both of which were on the stocks ; also the 
timber for a new ship in J. Clark's yard. The custom- 
house, both banks, and the post-office, were also con- 
sumed. More than one hundred and fifty buildings 
were destroyed, including stores and dwellings. Loss 
$250,000. . 

NEWARK, N. J. 

August 10th, 1854. Several buildings with their 
contents weye destroyed by fire. Loss $50,000. 
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RICHMOND, VA. 

August 26th, 1854. A fire destroyed the tobacco 
factories of Genty & Hatcher, W. Atkins, and others, 
with a great portion of their contents. Loss $40,000. 

LAFAYETTE, LA. 

March 18th, 1850. The Theatre and Liberty-pole 
House, with several other buildings, were destroyed, 
with a large portion of their contents. Loss $50,000. 

ALEXANDRLi, LA. 

June 6th, 1850. The Washington Hotel was de- 
stroyed by fire. The flames extended across the street, 
sweeping through the square with terrible fury, and in 
a few hours all the buildings fronting on the river were 
destroyed, with a part of their contents. There were 
in all forty buildings consumed. Loss $100,000. 

MAUCH CHUNK, PA. 

July 15th, 1849. Nearly all the business part of the 
town, including the court-house, jail, and all the public 
buildings, was destroyed by fire. No less than thirty- 
one buildings were consumed, with the greater part of 
their contents. Loss $150,000. 

WATERVILLE, ME. 

July 14th, 1849. Seven saw-mills, four million feet 
of lumber, a store belonging to Mr. Morse, with four 
thousand bushels of grain, and the dwelling of Mr. 
Reddington, were entirely destroyed by fire. Loss 
$60,000. 
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ALLEOHANT CITY, PA. 

July 16th, 1849. Thirty buildings were destroyed 
by fire. Owing to a misunderstanding with the city 
government, the firemen refused to play upon the fire. 
Loss $66,000. 

MILWAUKIE, MICH. 

May 17th, 1849. Hawkins' planing-mill, the store 
of D. Moore, Davis' livery stable, Luddington's brick 
building, Davis & Moore's stage-house, P. Davis' livery 
stable and a large quantity of hay, several carriages, 
and all the buildings, on the west side of Water-street 
from Luddington's, except the Market and Dyer's sad- 
lery, were destroyed by fire. Loss $60,000. 

AKBON, OniO. 

June 9th, 1848. The buildings extending from 
Ranson's corner to Christy's building north, and on 
Howard-street to the City Factory on Market-street, 
were consumed. The factory, also, was consumed, 
together with the Democrat printing-oflSce, with nearly 
all the printing materials. The buildings were in the 
business part of the town. Loss $40,000. 

ALEXANDBIA, D. G. 

January 19th, 1827. A cabinet-maker's shop in the 
square, near the intersection of King and Royal streets, 
took fire, and in a few minutes was consumed. The 
flames spread to nine or ten houses situated in alleys 
running from King and Fairfax streets, and also to 
Fairfax-street, consuming the building occupied by 
Mr. Hill as a turner's shop, Mr. Masterson as a shoe- 
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maker's shop, Mr. Broechous, merchant tailor, with five 
three-story brick buildings occupied by Mr. Dods and 
family, Dr. Hoorper, druggist and family, and Cap- 
tain Ranney's family. From thence it spread to three 
small brick tenements and several wooden ones, all of 
which were destroyed. These buildings were on the 
west side of Fairfax-street. On the east side two 
three-story brick stores and dwellings were consumed 
Ri the mean time the flying embers had set fire to a 
building at the corner of Prince and Water streets, 
from which it spread with great rapidity, sweeping 
everything on both sides of Prince-street as far as 
Union-street, with the exception of Miller's fire-proof, 
warehouse. On Union-street the ravages were checked, 
and the flames prevented from crossing the street ic^ 
the east, thereby saving the most valuable property 
in the town. On Prince-street thirty dwelling-houses, 
and on Union-street five or six brick warehouses, were 
entirely consumed. The whole number of buildings 
destroyed was ninety. All the companies from Wash- 
ington and Georgetown were present, with their engines, 
and rendered efiicient service in saving property. The 
marines from the navy-yard were ordered down, and 
they served as a guard to protect the property left 
exposed in the streets. This conflagration left the most 
flourishing part of the city in ruins, and filled the 
bosoms of its inhabitants with grief and sorrow. Many 
families, that in the morning oflbred up thanks to their 
Creator for the blessings of food, raiment, and shelter, 
in the evening were houseless, thrown, at this inclement 
season of the year, upon the charities of their neighbors, 
almost as wretched as themselves, or left to wander 
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amid the smouldering ruins of their late comfortable 
homes, in hopeless misery. Loss $150,000. 

NORFOLK, VA. 

March 9th, 1827. A fire occurred in the wheel- 
wright shop of David Paterson, and in a short time the 
building was destroyed. A flake of fire lodged on the 
roof of Christ Church, and kindled into a blaze. Be- 
fore a ladder could be procured the fire had spread the 
whole length of the church, and in a short time the 
building was consumed. The dwelling-house and office 
of B. Pollard were soon enveloped in flames, and, the 
wind increasing, every exertion to check the progress 
of the fire was without avail. Every building from 
the church to the corner of Mariner-street and Fen 
Church-street was destroyed on the east side, and on 
the west, all, including those on Mariner-street. The 
sight was awful, and heart-rending beyond description. 
Had the fire been confined to one location, the fire com- 
panies might have checked its progress; but buildings 
at a distance from each other would catch from the 
flying cinders, and as many as twelve or fifteen would 
be on fire at once. No less than forty buildings were 
destroyed. Loss $80,000. 

LANSINGBURG, N. T, 

July 9th, 1843. A very destructive fire broke out in 
the stables attached to the Rensselaer House, which 
were soon destroyed. The flames then extended to the 
main building, and to the large brewery of Mr. Parme- 
lee, and thence spreading north and south, raged for 
three hours with great fury, destroying about thirty build- 
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ings, and damaging nearly as many more. Among the 
buildings destroyed are the Rensselaer House, — a fine 
brick hotel, with extensive stables, &c., — a large num- 
ber of brick and wooden dwellings, a large brewery and 
soap factory, the printing-office of the Lansingburg Ga-^ 
zette^ a dozen or more stores, and a large number of • 
workshops, sheds, &c. The fire was at last checked 
by the united exertions of the firemen of Lansingburg, 
Waterford and Troy. This was the most serious ca- 
lamity of the kind that had ever befallen the village of 
Lansingburg. At oHe time the whole north-eastern 
portion of the village was in danger of destruction, but 
was most fortunately saved from the devouring element. 
Loss $100,000. 

WATERTOWN, N. Y. 

March 22d, 1848. A fire commenced in the rear of 
the Union Mills, and soon communicated to the mills, 
which were entirely destroyed, with most of their con- 
tents. Two men lost their lives. Loss $55,000. 

AUBURN, N. Y. 

August 24th, 1848. Derby's bookstore was burned, 
with several other stores. The New Era printing-office 
was badly damaged by fire and water. The contents 
of the post-office were removed to avoid the flames. 
Loss $30,000. 

NASHUA, N. H. 

October 13th, 1838. A large house on Main-street, 
occupied as the Nashua Telegraph office, was com- 
pletely destroyed by fire, which extended to the Baptist 
Church, burning it to the ground, and up the south side 
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of Franklin-Street to the dwelling-house of Moses Wood, 
which was burned with his dye-house. On the east 
side of Main-street a store, owned by the Nashua and 
Hilton Railroad Co., was consumed. * Also a building 
at the west end of the depot, occupied as a grocery 
store. Loss $50,000. 

WARRINGTON, GA. 

April 23d, 1854. AH the business portion of the 
town, including the court-house and post-office with all 
their contents, was destroyed by fire. The best build- 
ings in the place were consumed, with nearly all their 
contents. No other details of the fire are given. Loss 
$200,000. 

FRANKFORT, KY. 

April 28th, 1854. Twenty buildings, including the 
principal square on Main-street, were entirely consumed. 
The buildings were occupied by dry goods dealers, jew- 
ellers, druggists, &c. Loss $230,000. 

WORCESTER, MASS. 

June 14th, 1854. A fire originated in P. Mansfield's 
establishment on Main, Union, Exchange and Cypress 
streets, occupying three sides of the square. The 
building was of brick, four stories high, and was en- 
tirely consumed, with its contents. The fire crossed 
the main street, and the large building occupied by 
Allen & Thurber as a pistol factory, was entirely de- 
stroyed, with all the machinery. From thence the 
fire spread in a westerly direction, consuming fifteen 
buildings, with a large part of their contents. The 
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firemen were early on the ground, but, owing to the 
great height of the buildings, their efforts were useless. 
Several persons were killed, and a number of the fire- 
men were sun-struck. Loss $500,000. 

ALLEGHANY, PKNN. 

May, 1845. A fire originated in the machine 
shop of Mr. Alexander Wightman, situated in the vi- 
cinity of the temporary warehouses put up to answer 
for the storage of freight as received or delivered. A 
watchman saw the fire when it had but just commenced, 
and might have extinguished it if he* could have got to 
it. It communicated immediately to the warehouses, 
and the following buildings were burned : warehouses 
of Messrs. J. W. Faden <fc Oct., H. & P. Groff, Brigham 
& Co., Wallingford & Taylor, machine shop of Alex- 
ander Wightman, turning shop of John Hays, dwell- 
ing-houses of Messrs. D. Smith, John Kelley, William 
Col man, Samuel Gray, McGrew, Camathers, and Wil- 
liam Wilkin, the stores of Messrs. Francis, Sillers & 
Wightman. Three other brick dwellings were burned, 
and three small houses, occupied by families whose 
names are not reported ; the blacksmith shop of Mr. 
Solomon Shutter, and a number of stables, sheds, &c. 
The bulk of the loss falls upon the owners of the prod- 
uce and merchandise. Most of the safes were de- 
stroyed. The fire was finally stopped by pulling down 
the stables and out-buildings in the rear. Loss $50,000. 

MILWAUKIE, WIS. 

April 6th, 1845. Over thirty buildings were burned. 
Tiie fire commenced in a small building opposite the 
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Cottage Inn, and spread with frightful rapidity, con- 
suming two entire squares before its progress was 
arrested. Arnold & Co., dry goods and grocery store, 
John Winter, druggist and grocer, Moses Kneeland, dry 
goods, groceries and hardware, Daniel Webster, taverner 
and grocer, J. F. Rague, auction and commission store, 
Bryan & Co., hardware, D. Upham, grocer, Dagget <fc 
Richardson, variety store, John White, grocer, Holman 

& James, proprietors of the Tremont House, 

Wheeler, saddle and harness maker, Cook, grocer, 

the owners of the Exchange, vacant, J. T. Sanger & Co., 
hat, cap, and fur store, Cramer and Payne, hardware 
store, Payne & Van Alstyne, grocers, and Tuft & Spurr, 
Cottage Inn, were the principal sufferers. A number of 
persons w^re seriously injured by an explosion in the 
variety store Among the sufferers were N. A. McClure 
and Samuel Robinson. The weather was quite calm at 
the time the fire occurred, which prev^ted its spread- 
ing across Michigan-street, and probably destroying the 
eastern portion. Loss $85,000. 

QUINCY, ILL. 

October 20th, 1854. The distillery of Messrs. S. & 
W. B. Thayei* was burned. Loss $55,000. 

MARION, ALA. 

October 15th, 1854. A terrible calamity occurred, on 
the night of the above date, at the burning of Howard 
College. There were sleeping at the time, in the third 
and fourth stories of the building, twenty-six or twenty- 
eight young men, and two negro men, all of whom 
jumped from the windows as their only means of 
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escape ; the distance was from thirty to forty feet. 
Twenty-two of the number were mangled in a frightful 
manner ; some of the boys or younger persons were 
badly burned, in addition to their other injuries. One 
of the colored men rushed down stairs through the 
flames, and died shortly after. Many of the young men 
received fatal or permanent injuries. 

BRUNSWICK, ME. 

1854. Property to the amount of $40,000 was de- 
stroyed by fire. No particulars given. 

ROCHESTER, N. Y. 

September 7th, 1854. The engine-house of the New 
York Central Railroad was destroyed by fire. The 
building was located in the eastern part of the city. It 
was one hundred and sixty feet in diameter, and four 
hundred and eighty feet in circumference, built of brick, 
and had an immense dome and roof, supported by a 

frame- work of iron. Loss $80,000. 

• 

NEW BEDFORD, MASS. 

October 12th, 1854. The lumber-yard of Mr. Horatio 
A. Kempton, on Hillman-street, was burned. A car- 
penter shop of John K. Gushing, and two two-story 
dwelling-houses, owned by the heirs of Robert Liscomb, 
were also consumed. The house owned by Ephraim 
Kempton, and occupied by Thomas Rowland and Mrs. 
Edward Rowland, was entirely consumed; also the 
house at the corner of Rillman and Pleasant streets, 
owned and occupied by the heirs of Robert HiHman, 
and the next, occupied by Mrs. West and Mrs. Kempton ; 
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also the house of Aaron Upjohn. The chief engineer 
had a hand badly injured, and Mr. Jethro, a well-known 
ship-master, while applying water to the roof of a shed, 
fell from the ladder and struck his head upon a stick 
of timber, breaking his skull and fatally injuring him. 
Loss $40,000. 

DETROIT, MICH. 

May 9th, 1848. A fire originated in the large yellow 
warehouse on the Dock, formerly occupied by Mr. 
Chester, and situated in the rear of Wales' Hotel. The 
warehouse was destroyed, with one other, equally large, 
occupied by J. M. Ebbert. From thence the fire ex- 
tende8 to several wooden buildings in the vicinity, then 
crossed the narrow street, and, running parallel with 
the river, it communicated with the out-houses of 
Wales' Hotel ; thence to the Steamboat Hotel, a #ery 
large wooden building, that for many years was kept 
by Uncle Ben Wadsworth, but now kept and owned by 

Barney. Having communicated to this vast 

pile of combustible material, it was impossible to stop 
its progress, and it extended to the large new brick 
block, on Jefferson Avenue, owned by Chipman & 
Caropan, and occupied in part by the Detroit Daily 
Advertiser^ which seems to have been doomed to various 
fiery ordeals. The locality of the fire was covered 
with many of the most valuable buildings in the city, 
at least fifty of which were consumed. The fire is 
supposed to have caught from a propeller. A strong 
breeze was blowing. from the south at the time. Loss 
$150,000. 
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Much prejudice and ill blood had, for several year^ 
existed between the fire department and the Irish; 
and tlie consequence of a collision between them must 
at all times be deplorable. It cannot be expected 
that the members of the fire department will look pas- 
sively on and see their brethren assaulted, or their 
*• machines" overturned. - In times like these, when the 
torch of the incendiary is at work, the rights and 
interests pf the firemen ought to be looked upon with 
jealous care, and all due allowance made for the excite- 
ment which the peculiar nature of their calling can 
hardly fail to create. 

During the conflict in Broad-street, an American, 
who kept a store there, being afraid that the mob might 
destroy his goods, put up his shutters and wrote upon 
them the word " Yankee." This store was left entirely 
unharmed, while the buildings oii both sides of it were 
completely riddled. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

I 

TERRIBLE RIOT IN PHILADELPHIA. 

May 6th, 1844. At four o'clock in the afternoon of 
May 6th, a meeting of Native Americans was held at 
the corner of Second and Master streets. The meeting 
was addressed by S. R. Kramer, George Smith, and 
L. C. Levin. It commenced raining, and the meeting 
adjourned to the Market House, where Mr. Levin re- 
commenced his discourse. He had spoken but a few 
minutes before a gun was fired from the Hibernia 
hose-house. Thus was commenced one of the most 
terrible scenes of riot ever witnessed. Volley after 
volley was fired, and a rush made for the Hibernia 
hose-house. From every street and every house came 
running armed men, some with muskets, others with 
bludgeons and stones, many of them accompanied by 
women, who urged them on and directed them where 
to fire. Those in possession of the Market House main- 
tained their ground, and held aloft the American flag, 
while the combatants filled every street in the vicinity. 
Some of the assailants ran into houses, but they were 
watched, and the mob destroyed the houses in which 
they had taken refuge. In Cadwalder-street a frightful 
scene presented itself The house of a widow lady, 
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into which a man ran for safety, was attacked, the 
doors broken open, and the mob rushed in and broke 
the furniture into fragments, besides molesting . the 
inmates. 

The riot lasted about an hour, and fire-arms were 
used in every direction. Several persons were killed, 
and fifty wounded. A young man by the name of 
George Shifler was the first person killed. Among the 
buildings attacked was the Hibernia hose-house ; the 
windows were broken, and the building badly damaged. 

We are compelled to record still more painful scenes 
as having occurred in Kensington. Language is inade- 
quate to express the indignation and horror which these 
fearful outrages, embracing the slaughter of our citi- 
zens, have excited in the minds of all. In a few hours 
twenty-nine houses were destroyed by fire and the mob, 
seven persons killed, and a large number wounded. 

On Tuesday a large meeting was held in the State- 
house yard, called on account of the excitement and 
indignation in regard to the riots of Monday. The 
meeting adjourned to the Washington Market, Ken- 
sington. They had hardly assembled before other 
appalling events took place, and several persons. Native 
Americans, were shot down. The muskets were fired 
from the Hibernia hose-house and other buildings in 
the vicinity. As soon as these death-wounds were 
given the excitement became intense. The hose-house 
was set on fire, which soon kindled into a blaze, and 
extended to a number of frame and brick dwelling- 
houses on both sides and in the rear, and the conflagra- 
tion thus commenced lasted for hours. 

The Americans were driven out of the Market House, 
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but soon rallied, and again obtained possession of it, 
wbile ever and anon muskets were discharged by 
parties of Irish, some of which did fatal execution. 
Below is a list of those who were killed and wounded, 
as far as we have been able to ascertain. For squares 
around the scene of action crowds of men wcr^J as- 
sembled, exciting stories related, painful details given; 
and, as the dead and wounded were carried along on 
litters, expressions of indignation and sympathy were 
uttered in the strongest terms. In some cases the 
sufferers presented sights of a truly heart-rending char- 
acter, the blood streaming from their wounds, and their 
clothes a mass of clotted gore. Hundreds of families 
were flying, throughout the day, from the seen? of 
peril, some in one direction and some in another, — old 
men and women, mothers with their children, girls and 
boys. — all panic-stricken, endeavoring to gain a place 
of safety. The lurid flames of the burning houses 
presented, after nightfall, another fearful feature of the 
scene. The melancholy results of the few hours' con- 
test between the Irish and Americans is briefly told in 
the following list of killed and wounded : 

Killed. — John Sheeyes, painter, shot through the^ 
head. George Stivel, rope-maker ; the ball entered his 
neck, and passed through his heart and lungs. Louis 
Greble, at the Centre Southwark ; the bullet entered his 
right temple, and passed out at the crown of his head, 
tearing ofl* a portion of the scalp. W. J. RheindoUar, 
shoe-maker; ball entered his back on the right shoulder, 
traversed his body diagonally, and passed out at the 
left breast. W. C. Hillman ; ball entered his right 
shoulder. Joseph Rice; bullet entered his head, killing 
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him instantly. M. Hamitt, ship-carpenter ; ball entered 
one of his ears. 

Wounded. — Henry Hesselbanch ; ball passed through 
his hand. James Whitaker ; ball entered his thigh. 
Charles Este ; shot with a slug in the head ; skull 
broken. George Young ; bullet entered his left breast, 
and passed out of his back ; wound was fatal. Augus- 
tus Peale ; bullet entered his left arm, above the elbow, 
and fractured it. W. J. Ardis ; shot through the hip, 
and dangerously wounded. John Sutter; ball entered 
his left breast, inflicting a mortal wound. John Tag- 
gart ; shot in the heart, and badly beaten ; mortally 

wounded. Taylor, butcher, Southwark; struck 

by a ball in the eye ; dangerously wounded. John 
Fagan ; ball entered his shoulder, and passed out at 
the back. Two boys were wounded. James Brown 
had his knee-cap knocked off. Washington Agberger, 
badly wounded. 

An Irisliman, who came out of an alley-way, lev- 
elled his musket, and shot a man, and then returned to 
load again. He was watched, and soon appeared, 
when he levelled his piece at another. He was seized 
.while in the act of pulling the trigger; his musket was 
taken from him, and, on being searched, a flask of 
powder and a number of balls were found in his pos- 
session. While on his way to the aldermen's office a 
rope was placed around his neck, and he was dragged 
through the street by the people to the Second-street 
Market, where he was hung to a hook. 

S. Abbot Lawrence, a nepliew of the late Hon. Ab- 
bott Lawrence, of BostoUj standing a short distance 
from the scene of action, was struck by a musket-ball. 
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It was found, upon examination, that it had lodged 
against a cent in his waistcoat pocket ; — the cent was 
doubled up. 

A running fire of musketry was continued on both 
sides, the Americans having obtained arms. A large 
body of military appeared on the ground about eight 
o'clock in the evening. No attempt was made by the 
firemen to extinguish the flames till ten o'clock, p. m. 
When the obnoxious property was destroyed the mili- 
fary interfered to protect the engines, several of which 
commenced playing upon the adjoining houses. About 
thirty houses were burned. Several of tlie Irish were 
killed as they escaped from the burning houses. The 
military were under tlie command of General Cad- 
walder, and were out in considerable strength. The 
volunteers were fully armed, and had two pieces of 
artillery. 

During tlie night large numbers of people remained 
in tho vicinity of the places where the scenes of vio- 
lence were enacted, and the military were on duty till 
near midnight, when a portion of them were relieved 
by detachments from the third and fourth brigades, and 
shortly after, the district appearing quiet, the rest of the 
military were withdrawn, with the exception of twenty- 
four men, under the command of Captain Fairlamb, 
who was left to guard St. Michael's Church. 

About two o'clock in the morning a large crowd of 
people went to the corner of Ninth and Poplar streets, 
where a great number of Irish had taken refuge in 
houses. These housci^ were set on fire, the inmates 
driven out, the contents destroyed, and the^ buildings 
burned to the ground. In the mean time, an immense 
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crowd had collected in the vicinity of St. Michael's 
Church, and Captain Fairlanib had demanded the keys 
of the church from the Rev. Mr. Lochrin, the pastor, 
who immediately gave them up, and with them the 
keys of his own residence. Captain Fairlamb had the 
buildings searched, but -found nothiug' of concealed 
arms or powder, which were supposed to have been 
stored in the church. 

Shortly after this, three young men walked through 
the detachment of military into the church, the front 
door being left unlocked. One of them, in a few min- 
utes afterwards, threw out of the window a portion of 
the drapery of the altar. They then came out into the 
street, and walked off without molestation. The flames 
soon burst out from the church, and spread unchecked, 
until nothing remained of the noble edifice but the bare 
walls. During the conflagration, throe distinct explo- 
sions worn heard, which seemed to exasperate the 
crowd. Tiie dwelling-house of the pUstor, adjoining 
the church, was broken into, the furniture thrown into 
the streets, the building set on fire, and in a short time 
it was a heap of smouldering ruins. 

This adair was on Wednesday morning, May 8th, 
and matters remained quiet till about half past nine in 
the evening, when every avenue in the vicinity of St. 
Augustine's (.-hurch was filled by people. About that 
time a solitary brick was thrown in the direction of the 
watchmen who were guarding the premises, and struck 
with a loud noise against the iron railing in the rear of 
the church. This was followed by a lond cheer from 
the crowd opposite the church in Ninv-street, and, in 
an instant afterwards, a tremendous shower of bricks. 
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stones, and missiles of every description, was hurled at 
the church, scattering the watchmen and bystanders in 
every direction. One of the stones struck Mayor Scott 
witli such force as to slun him. This spread conster- 
nation among those having the protection of the church. 
The missiles appeared to have been thrown from every 
quarter. Although no persons were to be seen upon 
tlic roofs of the buildings, yet they evidently descended 
upon the mayor's forces. As soon as the watch were 
driven off, the mob went to work quite coolly and sys- 
tematically. One of the iron gates was first broken 
down, and the platform reached. A sort of battering- 
ram was made, with which steady and heavy blows 
were given upon the northern door, which resisted all 
efforts. At last the assailants began to demolish the 
windows, which were low and easily reached, with 
ckibs. 

While the mob were thus at work, an alarm was 
given, *' The troops ! the troops ! " and above all the 
clamor were heard the shrill notes of the trumpet 
sounding the charge. The city troop rode by at a gal- 
lop, causing the crowds to fly towards Race-street, 
where the company wheeled, and returned at the same 
speed. Several passages of this kind were made, but 
with no effect, for the mob followed the horsemen wher- 
ever they went, uttering long and loud derisive cries, 
while the party engaged in breaking -into the church 
did not desist, but seemed to redouble their efforts, in 
anticipation of the presence of more of the military. 
In an incredibly brief period of time the obstruction 
olfered by the window-sash was removed, the gas-lights 
around extinguished, and fire set on the lower floor. 
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The fire was undoubtedly kindled by matches, for cer- 
tainly no fire was openly carried within. As soon as 
the light was seen, numerous persons employed them- 
selves in bringing pieces of boards, and other light 
stuffs, which were either thrown upon the fire, or passed ' 
to those inside. 

The flames appeared to make slow progress, for the 
light was not seen in the second story at all ; but on a 
sudden they burst forth through the roof, and immedi- 
ately enveloped the base of the cupola. This sight was 
hailed with a loud cheer. The beautiful cupola burned 
for a long time before it fell. Pillar after pillar, stan- 
chion after stanchion gave way, but still the structure 
itself slood erect in one mass of flame. At length the 
cross fell mto the street. This elicited another loud 
cheer. A few moments after, the roof fell in, carrying 
with it the burning but still erect cupola. 

The heat was intense, and the roofs, doors, window- 
frames, and other wood-work, of every building around, 
were either burnt or blistered. Many of the houses 
wore on fire, but were saved by the firemen. It was 
not so, however, with the houses on the east side of 
Crown-street, which were the property of the church. 
These were allowed to catch fire and burn, and none 
of the engines threw water upon them, because they 
were tfic property of the church. 

As if the fire in the upper part of these houses were 
not burning them down fast enough, fires were kindled 
in several places in the lower stories, by means of books 
belonging to Dr. Moriarty and the library of the church. 
A fire was bnilt upon the pavement in front of the 
church, which was likewise fed with volumes of books, 
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some of which were very valuable, and by the furni- 
ture which was in the houses. At one o'clock the fire 
was confined to the ruins of the church property. 

Between four and five the mob proceeded southward 
•to the Roman Catholic school-house at the corner of 
Second and Phoenix streets, wliich, after being stoned, 
was set on fire at -the top. This beautiful building was 
destroyed without any effort being made to save it, the 
firemen throwing water only upon the adjoining build- 
ings to guard them from the flames. At six o'clock all 
that remained of this building was the tottering walls. 

Mr. J. Cous' grocery store, on the opposite corner, 
north of the school-house, was attacked in the same 
manner, and its contents comj)letely destroyed. The 
windows were broken in, and the movable wood-work 
in the interior broken to pieces and thrown into the 
street. 

On the opposite corner to the school-house, westward, 
were two old two-story brick houses. From one of 
these the shot was fired which killed Mr. Wright. The 
fronts of these were beaten in with stones. Ten frame 
houses, adjoining the church of St. Michael, were set 
on fire, and totally consumed. Several of the buildings 
in the vicinity of the church were injured by the heat 
of the flames, and flakes of fire which fell in showers. 

At this time, the people living in Second-street, and 
in the streets for some distance around the market, 
hung the American flag from their windows to protect 
themselves from the mob. 

In the course of the afternoon, fire was set to a frame 
house in Harmony Court, and fifteen houses were burnt. 
During the night hostile demonstrations were made 
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against the Cathedral of St. John, on Thirteenth-street, 
and against St. Mary's Church, on South Fourth-street; 
but the mob were prevented from carrying out their de- 
signs by the United States marines, which had been 
placed there to guard the church. Several other houses 
were burnt during the afternoon and evening. 

Thursday morning quietness prevailed. The military 
had^taken possession of the city, and martial law was 
proclaimed. When more than five persons were seen 
together they were dispersed, and guards were posted 
around the streets. 

This riot was commenced by a company composed 
of Irish — the Hiberfiia Hose Company. And, in order 
to place the credit where it truly belongs, we copy a 
few remarks from the Philadelphia Gazette : 

*^ Wednesday afternoon^ May 8tk, — We are pained 
to record a continuance of the dreadful riots. Whoever 
may have been the aggressors at the outset (and we 
suppose it was the Irish), every one must condemn the 
extreme violence with which the Americans carried out 
their revenge.'' 

Extract of a letter dated ^^Philadelphia, May S/A, 
midnight J ^ 

*^ This city is now as light as day. Since noon, this 
day, one nunnery, one school-house, seven houses, and 
three large CathoHc churches, have been burned to the 
ground. The Americans hold full sway, and swear 
that when the sun dawns upon the city again, no ves- 
tige save cinders shall remain of the sixteen Catholic 
churches that were standing this morning, an^l inii!;!it 
have stood for a long time, had not the Irish niurdercil 
our citizens." 
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Besides those enumerated above, there were about 
sixty buildings destroyed. 

A great amount of property was destroyed. There 
were, in all, three churciies, a nunnery, and one school- 
house, with seventy other buildings, destroyed during 
the riot, which lasted from Monday afternoon till 
Thursday morning. Loss estimated at ten millions of 
dollars. 



CHAPTER XXVIII. 

THEATRES DESTROYED BY FIRE AND ACCIDENTS. 

In the year a. d. 26, a large amphitheatre at Fidonia, 
in Spain, which was devoted to the exhibition of wild 
beasts, fights, and gladiatorial combats, fell during an 
exhibition, and killed fifty thousand persons. 

In the year 250, Pompey's celebrated theatre, at 
Pompeii, was burnt. 

1613, June 29th. The Globe, the glory of Bankside 
(Loudon), was burnt by the wadding of a ^' peal of 
chambers" (a piece of ordnance) sticking in the thatched 
roof during the performance of the play of Henry the 
Eighth. The entire structure was'burut in one hour. 

1621, December 9th. The first regular dramatic 
theatre in the city of London (the Fortune, in Golden 
Lane, belonging to Alleyu, the founder of Dulwich Col- 
lege) was burnt on a Sunday. It was rebuilt in two 
years' time, and is still in existence. 

1623, November 5th. The Blackfriars (London) 
Theatre, or stage-room, having then been converted 
into a chapel, fell during a sermon on Sunday, and 
eighty-one persons were killed. 
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1672, January. A fire broke out near the Drury 
Lane Theatre (London), burning sixty houses with the 
theatre, 

1735, January 25th. Sixty persons were assembled 
at a theatrical show at Windsor, Derbyshire, England. 
The upper part of the building was blown off by an 
explosion of gunpowder. 

1764. A theatre, situated in Beekman-street, New 
York, was torn down by a mob, excited by revolution- 
ary ardor against certain English actojs. 

1769, August. The theatre at Venice was destroyed 
by hghtning during a performance. Although six hun- 
dred persons were present, it is a most remarkable fact 
that but few were hurt. The electric fluid melted 
watches, split diamonds and other precious jewels, 
and performed many such wonderful freaks. 

1772. The Flemish Theatre at Amsterdam was 
destroyed by fire. One hundred and fifty persons were 
killed. The cause of this fire was never known. 

1778, December 17th. The theatre at Saragossa, 
Spain, was burnt, with several other buildings. Four 
hundred persons lost their lives in this conflagration. 

1786, July 31st. A theatre at Montpelier, France, 
fell during a performance, and five hundred persons 
were crushed to death. 

1789. The theatre at Bury, Lancashire, England, 
fell, and buried the audience beneath the runis. Five 
persons were killed, and a great number wounded. 

30 
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1789, June 18th. The theatre at Manchester (Eng- 
land) was destroyed by fire. There was a total loss 
of much valuable property, scenery, wardrobes, etc. 

1791, December. The floor of an apartment in a 
private theatre gave way, during a theatrical perform- 
ance at Clermont, France, and thirty-six persons were 
killed, and fifty-seven wounded. 

1792, January 16th. The Pantheon, in Oxford-street, 
London, was burnt. Loss $300,000. 

1794, February 3d. Fifteen persons were trodden to 
death at the Little Theatre, Haymarket, London, on 
occasion of the king's visit. 

1794, February 3d. The theatre at Capo d'Istria 
fell, and crushed the entire audience and actors beneath 
its ruins. 

1794, August 17tli. Alley's Theatre, at London, took 
fire, and was burnt with twenty houses. 

1796, August. The theatre at Mentz (Mayence) 
was destroyed by fire, during a performance, and sev- 
enty persons were burnt to death. 

1797, In a riot at Smyrna the Jariissaries burnt the 
theatre. 

1798, February 2d. The Federal-street Theatre, at 
Boston, Mass., was destroyed by fire. Loss about 
$60,000, together with a valuable wardrobe, properties, 
&c., &c. This was the first theatre destroyed by fire 
in the United States. 
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1799, December 17th. Rickett's Circus was burnt at 
Philadelphia, during the performance of Don Juan. 

1803, January 15th. The Museum on the corner of 
Bromfield and Tremont streets, owned by Mr. Daniel 
Bowen, encouraged as a fashionable and instructive 
place of amusement, was destroyed by fire ; the flames 
illuminating the heavens so brilliantly as to be distinctly 
seen at a distance of seventy miles. 

1803, September 2d. Astley's Amphitheatre (Lon- 
don) was burnt, with forty other buildings. 

1805, August 12th. The St. George's Field Theatre 
(London) was burnt durmg the performance of a circus- 
company. 

1807, October 18th. Eigliteen persons were trodden 
to death at Sadler Wells Theatre (London), in the rush 
occasioned by a false alarm of fire. 

1808, September 20th. Covent Garden Theatre 
(London) was destroyed by fire, and twenty persons 
killed — firemen, *^ swell mob," *Mookers-on," &c. 

1809, February 24th. The new Drury Lane Thea- 
tre (London), which was built upon the site of the 
former one, was destroyed by fire; making two theatres 
burned upon the same spot. 

ISll, December 10th. was a night long to be remem- 
bered in the annals of theatrical history. A fire broke 
out in the Richmond Tlieatre, at Richmond, Virginia, 
and in a few mi mites the building was in a sheet of 
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flames. The doors opened inward, and, when the fire 
broke out, the audience rushed for the doors to escape, 
but tliose behind crowded those before them against 
tlie doors, preventing them from being opened. The 
scene was terrible. Some jumped from the windows to 
escape, while-others, who were jammed in at the doors, 
were roasted to death. No less than seventy persons 
lost their lives. 

1818, March 20th. Theatre of Odeon was burnt. 

1820, January 7th. The Birmingham Theatre (Eng- 
land) was destroyed by fire. 

1820, March 5th. The theatre at Exeter (England) 
was destroyed by fire. 

1820, April 20th. The Chestnut-street Theatre, at 
Philadelphia, was destroyed by fire. 

1821, July 4th. The Park Theatre, New York, was 
destroyed by fire. 

1822, The theatre at Natchez, Miss., was destroyed 
by fire. 

1828, February 28th. The New Brunswick Theatre, 
Goodman's Fields, London, fell in. Seven persons were 
killed. "^ .. 

1S28, May 28th. The Bowery Thegrtr^, New York, 
was destroyed by fire. 

1836, September 22d, The new Bowery Theatre, 
situated on the site of the old Bowery, New York, was 
destroyed by fire. 
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1836, October 22d. CaldwelPs Theatre, Cincinnati, 
was destroyed by fire, and one man killed. 

1838, January loth. The great opera-house, Paris, 
France, was destroyed by fire. 

1838, January. The Front-street Theatre, Baltimore, 
was destroyed by fire. Fifty horses were consumed, 
belonging to a Mr. Cooke. 

1838, February 18th. The Bowery Theatre, at New 
York, same location as the former, was a third time 
destroyed by fire. 

1838. In Mobile a theatre was destroyed by fire. 
There was no insurance. Loss ^30,000. Ludlow <fc 
Smith, proprietors. 

1839, September 23d. The National Theatre, at 
New York, was entirely destroyed by fire. 

1841, May 23d. The New National Theatre, New 
York, on the same location as the former, was destroyed 
by fire. 

1842, March 13th. The St. Charles' Theatre, New 
Orleans, was destroyed by fire. 

1842, July 29th. The American Theatre, at New 
Orleans, was destroyed by fire. This theatre was 
owned by Ludlow & Smith. 

1842. September 22d. The Old American Theatre, 
Cincinnati, was destroyed by fire. 

1842, Noveniber 13th. State-street Theatre, in Mo- 

30* 
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bile, was destroyed by fire. It was owned by Ludlow 
& Smith. 

1844, April 7th. Theatre Royal, Manchester (Eng- 
land), was totally destroyed by fire, with loss of ward- 
robe and very valuable properties, scenery, &c. 

184 I, October 24th. Theatre at Providence, Rhode 
Island, was destroyed by fire. 

1845, March 5th. National Theatre, Washington, 
D. C, was destroyed by fire. 

1815, April 25th. The Bowery Theatre, New York, 
was a fourth time destroyed by fire. 

184G, January 14th. A theatre in New Orleans was 
destroyed by fire. It stood on Dauphin-street, and was 
owned by a company of Frenchmen. 

BuKXiNG-oF THE Theatre Royal, Quebec. Juuc 14tb, 
1?!4(). — At the close of the exhibition, as the audience 
were loaviiiii: the house, a campbcne lamp, suspended 
from the ceiling, fell, and, bursting, set fire to the cur- 
tain in front of the stage. Instantly the place was in 
a blaze. The smoke from the camphene and burning 
ctntain caused such a panic as produced great confu- 
sion. The audience undertook to escape by the box 
entrance; the stairs being steep and narrow, and the 
doors opening inwardly, the foremost were" pitched 
down stairs lieadlong, and jammed by others falling 
upon them, initil the passage became so completely 
chok(^d that many of the luifortnnate people were 
dreadfnlly crushed, and otherwise injured by the pres- 
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sure. One gentleman and lady, seeing the slight chance 
for escape, returned to the boxes, when a sheet of tlame 
rolled from the stage to the boxes. The lady, with a 
shriek, sprung from his grasp, and jQew down stairs. 
He followed with the hope of rescuing her, and crept 
over the heads of the writhing victims doomed to inev- 
itable destruction. He becaipe senseless when he had 
about reached the entrance, and was dragged out by a 
person on the outside; the lady never was seen after 
she left the gentleman. 

Another gentleman, who was taken from this living 
mass, was so bewildered that he would have rushed 
back into the flames, had he not been prevented by the 
strong arms of others. Those upon the outside wei^e 
shaking hands with their friends and relatives, doomed 
to a horrible death, on the inside of the building. Pa- 
rents were bidding adieu to their children; brothers 
reaching their hands through, and bidding farewell to 
brothers who could not be saved. It was one of the 
most heart-rending scenes that ever occurred. Not less 
than fifty persons perished by the fire. 

1852, April 22d. About three o'clock, a. m., a fire 
was discovered under the stairway of the National 
Theatre, Boston, Mass. The building being constructed 
of Avood, the fire had made such headway before the 
arrival of the firemen, that the destruction of the thea- 
tre was inevitable. Notwithstanding the firemen used 
every efibrt to suppress the progress of the tlanies, the 
entire building, with all the properties it contained, be- 
came a mass of ruins in three quarters of an hour. 
The theatre was owned by William Sohier, Esq., and 
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was valued at $40,000; properties $6,000; scenery 
$15,001); music books $4,000; besides there were two 
thousand vohimes of prompter's books, and three thou- 
sand original manuscripts, all of which were destroyed. 
Loss of the actors by this fire was about two thousand 
dollars. Several other buildings were more or less in- 
jured by fire and water. This fire will be long remem- 
bered by the citizens of Boston and vicinity. 

1850, February 14th. The Avon Theatre, at Nor- 
folk, Virginia, was destroyed by fire. It was discovered 
to be on fire about three o'clock in the morning, and 
was supposed to have been the work of an incendiary. 
The building was a total loss. No insurance. Loss 
estimated at $17,000. 

1854, January 30th. The American Theatre, at 
Placerville, California, was destroyed by fire. Loss 
$15,000. 

1857, February 6th. We copy the account given of 
the burning of the National Theatre, Washington : 

*'At tliree o'clock yesterday afternoon a fire broke 
out in the upper part of the National Theatre, and in a 
few minutes afterwards the whole of this spacious edi- 
fice Wiis in flames. Tiie alarm was quickly communi- 
cated to all parts of the city, and in an almost incredibly 
short space of time, engine, hose, and hook-and-ladder 
companies were on the spot, and engaged in the most 
earnest and daring efforts to extinguish the fire. From 
the combustible nature of the materials within the 
building, the fire spread with the greatest rapidity, and 
soon enveloped the whole of the immense edifice in one 
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mass of flame. The efforts of the firemen wore mainly 
directed to the preservation of the adjoinini: honsps; 
and when we add that the printing and publication 
offices of the ?7/i/o/i were only separated from x\w burn- 
ing edifice by a narrow alley, the lively interest which 
we felt in their unflagging exertions may be naturally 
inferred. Fortunately the fire was confined to the 
theatre; and although the Union office was several 
times on fire, through the well-directed exertions of the 
firemen, with the generous aid of hundreds of our citi- 
zens, no serious injury was sustained. 

*' The Old National, as it was familiarly called in 
Washington, although unpretending in its outward ap- 
pearance, was one of the largest theatres in the United 
States. It was destroyed by fire on the 5th of March, 
1845, the evening after the inauguration of President 
Polk, and, although there was a large audience in the 
building when the flames were first discovered, all 
escaped without the slightest injury.'' 



CHAPTER XXIX. 



AMOUNT OF LOSSES BY LARGE FIRES IN THE PRINCIPAL 

CITIES. 



BOSTON. 

M:irch 20, 1760, 
Jaiiunrj IH, 1701, 
^^ovem^)e^ 3, 1818, 
July 7, 1824, 
A,.nl 7, 1S25, 
^'oveiubcr 10, 1 S25, 
2!), 1829, 
May 18, 1.^35, 
January 21, 1830, 
June 21, 1S44, 

Au<rust IS, 1844, 
xAJay 11, 1845, 
September 14, 1845, 
January 21, 1847, 
March 10, 1847, 
September 7, 1849, 
NovembiT 5, 1850, 

3l:n(h :n, is:)2, 

Ju'y 10, 1S5-J, 
l).^Vm^er 1, 1 S52, 
A )ril 27, 18:)5, 
AJ.iil 12, ]Sr)(), 
July 2';), 1S5G, 



$355,000 

30,000 

500,000 

150,000 

2,000,000 

00,000 

30,000 

70,000 

80,000 

70,000 

60,000 

30,000 

50,000 

75,000 

75,000 

100,000 

150,000 

200,000 

400,000 

250.000 

500,000 

250,000 

100,000 



Total, 



§5,585,000 



NEW YORK 


i 


Dec. 16, 1835, $1 


.7,000,000 


July 19, 1836, 


140,000 


September 29, 1836, 


150,000 


Novenjber 25, 1836, 


40,000 


April 29, 1837, 


30,000 


August 1, 1888, 


100,000 


; July 25, 1839, 


30,000 


September 23, 1839, 


400,000 


, October 6, 1839, 


1,000,000 


; January 80, 1840, 


1,000,000 


Mav 9, 1841, 


400.000 


May 29, 1841, 


100,000 


; April 1, 1842, 


120,000 


iMay 81, 1842, 


100,000 


July 11, 1842, 


50,0t»0 


January 8, 1843, 


30,000 


May 31, 1845, 


100,000 


July 10, 1845, 


30,000 


July 19, 1845, 


5,000,0<!0 


November 12, 1845, 


G(),000 


April 24, 1846, 


70.000 


July 10, 184G, 


60,000 


September 18, 1846, 


60,000 


28, 1846, 


30,000 


May 24, 1847, 


90,000 



TUE FlEEMAy. 



May 25, 1847, 
Augu-^t 20, 1847, 
August 29, 1S47, 
Januarj 22. 1846, 
March 18,1843, 
April 2. 1848, 
April 18, 1848, 
Miiy 26, 1848, 
December 22, 1IU9, 
April 24, 1850, 
May 25. ISoO, 
April 11, 1851, 
Suptbiuber 20, 1851, 
December 27. 1851, 
Junuury '2>i, 1852, 
M;iroh 27, 1852, 
Wuy 17, 1852. 
August 23, 1852, 
October 30, 1853, 
November 17. 1853, 
December 10, 1853, 1, 
March 5, 1854, 
. May 29, 1854, 
December 20, 1854, 
15, 1855, 



Sn.OiX' 
llKl.Ui'i' 
09.WV 
2(i."Xty 
50.001'' 
$0.0i,tU 
175,000 
80,000 
600.000 
100,000 
70,000 
165,000 
26,000 
73,000 
271.000 
420,000 
337,000 
170,00(1 
85,1100 
230,000 
100,000 
(15,000 
75,000 
135,000 
45,000 



Total, 



Dee. 24, 1849, $ 
May 4, 1850, 
July 14, 1850, 
October 1, 1850, 
" 31, 1850, 
December 15, 1850, 
Mnrch 5, 1851, 
Miiy3. 1851, I 

Jane 22, 1851, 
Mov,ii.jbci' 14, 1852, 
May 4. 1853, 
July 14, 1854, 



,500,000 
1,000.000 
,000,000 
500.000 
60.000 
100,000 
150,000 
.000.000 
1,000,000 
150,000 
200.000 
300,000 



April 1*. 1^55, 450,000 

May. l?o5, 75.1-00 

Total, $31,4^5,000 

SACBAJIENTO. 

Xov. 10. 18.52, $12,000,000 

July 12, 1854, 500.UOO 

April 16, 1855, 150,000 



NEVADA. 

March 12, 1851, 81,200,000 

STOCKTON. 

May 14, 1851, ?1,000.000 

MAYSVILLE. 

August 30, 1851, 8000,000 
November 7, 1852, 200.000 
July, 1854, 250,000 



GRASS VALLEY. 

September 14, 1855, «400,000 



July 10, 1854, 8.=;00,000 

Three fires in Colum- 
bia, 800.000 



Total, (1,300,000 
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PHILADELPHIA. 



June 30, 1830, 
Feb. 2-2, 1832, 
April 3, 1S35, 
July 27, 1835, 
May 22, 1836, 
September 25, 1839, 
28, 1839, 
October 5, 1839, 
January 23, 1841, 
June 29, 1841, 
July 6, 1841, 
February 10,1842, 
November 12, 1842, 
January 28, 1844, 
March 10, 1844, 
Oaober 27, 1844, 
March 22, 1845, 
August 14, 1845, 
January 18, 1846, 
April 19, 1846, 
September 13, 1846, 
29,1846, 
October 30, 1846, 
March 10, 1847, 
May 9, 1847, 
July 15, 1847, 
July 27, 1847, 
Au^'ust 24, 1847, 
Sep temper 19, 1847, 
October 1. 1847, 
January 29, 1848, 
April 18, 1848, 
Ju!y 22, 1848, 
July 29, 1848, 
July 7, 1850, 
July 9, 1850, 
March 18, 1851, 
May 25, 1851, 
July 28, 1851, 
October 25, 1851, 



$70,000 
50,000 
70,000 
15,000 

100,000 

80,000 

^ 100,000 

2,000,000 

100,000 
50,000 
50,000 
60,000 
30,000 
30,000 
30,000 
20,000 
20,000 
25,000 

125,000 
30,000 
25,000 
50,000 
30,000 
45,000 

100,000 
20,000 
20,000 

165,000 
20,000 
30,000 
27,000 
80,000 
50,000 
30,000 
50,000 
1,000,000 
50,000 
30,000 

200,000 
90,000 



November 12, 1851, 
December 12, 1851, 
29, 1851, 
March 9, 1852, 
April 2, 1 854, 
May 15, 1854, 
June 5, 1854, 
July 5, 1S54, 
October 1, 1854, 
December 15, 1854, 
June 29, 1855, 
April 11, 1856, 
May 1, 1856, 
October 17, 1856, 



40,000 

200,000 

165,000 

32,000 

65,000 

60,000 

50,0(10 

500,000 

45,000 

460,000 

100,000 

200,000 

1,000,000 

200,000 



Total, 



$8,284,000 



CINCINNATI. 



November 18, 1830, 
February 24, 1832, 
October 11, 1842, 
February 25, 1843, 
October 7, 1844, 
March 30, 1845, 
April 9, 1845, 
August 25, 1845, 
April 26, 1846, 
February 16, 1847, 
28, 1848, 
June 20, 1848, 
June 7, 1849, 
September 2, 1849, 
4, 1849, 
'' 12, 1849, 
November 16, 1849, 
January 11, 1851, 
May 3, 1851, 
June 25, 1851, 
July 15, 1851, 
August 1<5, 1851, 
September 22, 1851, 



850,000 
30,000 
50,000 

100,000 
25,000 
20,000 
20,000 
35.000 

120,0(»0 
25,000 

125,000 
20,000 
40,000 
30,000 
80,000 
50,000 
45,000 

100,000 

125,000 
75,000 
80,000 
40,000 

100,000 
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August 22, 1852, 


80,000 


January 10. 1851, 


500,000 


" 30, 1852, 


6?,000 


March 2, 1853. 


150,000 


iUy 22, 1853. 


30,(100 


April 2, 1858, 


40,0ii0 


July 21, 1853, 


50,000 


February 4, 1854. 


1,000,000 


October 25, 1853, 


80,000 


5, 1854. 


100,000 


l<Uruiiry^^,1854, 


95.000 


July 9, 1854, 


220.000 




90.1100 


Augusts, 1854, 


l,000,OtiO 


4. 1855, 


40.000 




75,000 


August 26, 1856, 


40,000 


December 30, 1854, 


70,000 






February 2, 1855, 


125,000 


ToUl, 


)1.961,000 


May 6, 1855, 


75,000 






September 21, 1855 


60,000 


NBW OBI.IA 


1130,000 


January 9, 1856, 
Total, 1 


35.000 


August 1,1830. 


7,800,000 


February 22, 1834. 


50,000 






Jaly 10, 1834, 


60,000 


MOBIU. 




April 25, 1835, 


80,000 






February 12, 1S36, 


20,000 


October 21. 1827, Jl.OOO.OOO 


July 18. 1886. 


25.000 


7, 1837. 


2.000,000 


April 8, 1837. 


150,000 


November 18, 1837, 


30,000 


" 17.1837, 


100,000 


June 23, 1838, 


60,000 


August 3, 1837. 


75,000 


October 10, 1839, 


40,000 


February 10, 1838, 


25,000 


March 31, 1840, 


45,000 


J-auary 9, 1840. 


50,000 


June 1, 1848, 


40,000 


February 11. 1840, 


800.000 


November 11. 1852. 


70,000 


March 13, 1840, 


200,000 


September 10. 1854 


70,000 


June 16, 1840, 


80,000 


12, 1854 


20,000 


July 18, 1841, 
September 23, 1841 


50,000 
60,000 






Total, $3,375,000 


28, 1841 


30.000 






March 13, 1842. 


200,000 


BATANNAH 




" 15, 1842, 


100,000 






February 11. 1844. 


375,000 


January 10, 1820, (8,000,000 


March 20, 1844, 


100,000 


April 13, 1832, 


95,000 


May 18. 1844, . 


600,000 


January 11, 1836. 


25,000 


October 15, 1844. 


30,000 


March 1, 1845. 


75,000 


May 5, 1846. 


150,000 


May 24, 1845. 


60.000 


March 25, 184T, 


250,000 




20,000 


January 80, 1849. 


60,000 


March 1, 1846, 


60.000 


April 22, 1849, 


50,000 


April 25. 1850, 


80,000 


February 16, 1850, 


500,000 
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" 4, 1852, 


250,000 



TBI XIBXUAH. 



■JnlySl, 1852. 
March 17, 1863, 
Janiiuy 17, 1)454, 



October 27, 18S9, 
Pebnur; I, 1847, 
July 22, 1849, 
September 21. 1849, 
Jane 25, 1851, 
August 4, 1851, 
September 4, 1851, 
October 5, 1853, 
August 12, 1856, 

Total, 



•75,000 
20.000 
50.000 
40,000 
40,000 
90.000 

100,000 
25,000 

200,000 

$640,000 



January 10, 1835, 
April 6, 1835, 
March 8, 1830, 
Jam.i.ry 27, 1839. 
August 31, 1839. 
Ducember 6, 1839, 
Miiy 3, 1841, 
April 26, 1842. 
December 17, 1845, 
November 14, 1846, 
16, 1841), 
April 27. If47, 
May 18, 1849, 
June 29, 1849, 
July 2!l, 1849, 
N ivmuher 14, 1 849, 
Kil.ruary 2C. 1850, 
Mi.r,)h 10, 18o0. 
Dwemberll, 1850, 
Hay 24, 1852, 



$40,000 

30,000 
20,000 
60,000 

200,000 
50,000 
75,000 
25,000 
80,000 
40,000 
30.000 
50,000 
7,000,000 
80,000 

130,000 

150.000 
30,000 

150,000 
63,000 
70,000 



November 15,1852, 
Jaobsry 19, 1853, 
July 28, 1863, 
JftDu&ry 15, 1854, 
August 7, 1854, 
July 14, 1S55, 
November 12, 1855. 
December 7, 1855, 
Jane 17, 1856, 
July 2, 1856, 
Novonber 19, 1856, 
December 13, 1856, 



50,000 

50,000 
90,000 
120,000 
175,000 
800,000 
70,000 
70,000 
05,000 
100.000 
860,000 
40,000 



Total, »10.383,000 


MIXANT. 




PAruTT 22, 1836, 


120,000 


May 17, 1836. 


60,000 


April S, 1S38, 


80,000 


Aujiust 6, 1845. 


50.000 


Mareh 1, 1846, 


60,000 


.September 9, 1(:146, 


100,000 


October 21, 1846. 


50,000 


" 25, 1846, 


30.000 


March 2, 1848, 


50,000 


August 17, 1848, 


5,000,000 


March 4, 1849, 


40,000 


April 3, 1849, 


20,000 


July 30, 1849, 


60.000 


March 25. 1853, 


30.000 


December 14, 1856, 


150,000 



BUFFALO. 

November 15, 1832, $200,000 

Dwmber 6, 1888. 30.000 

November 27, 1842. 30,000 

June 1, 1843, 25,000 

December 22, 1846, 80,000 



THB FIREMAS. 



February 3, 1847, 80,000 

Septombei- 25, 1848, 100,(1(10 



inuary 5, 1840, 
February 5. 1850, 
Miireh 13,1850, 
July 4, 1851, 
September 26, 1851, 
December 25, 1651, 



20,0(10 
55.000 

7o.onn 

60,000 

coo.ooo 

5,000 



September 27, 1856, 30,000 



PROTIDSSCa. 

December 15, 1837, 

October 25, 1844, 

" 10. 1853, 

" 26, 1853. 

Deoembor 22, 1854, 



$40,000 
35,000 

40.000 
2511,000 
100,000 



Total, 



$465,000 



August 28, 1827, 

AuguBi, 24, 1847, 
Decen.ber 7, 1851. 
January 8, 1854, 
Juue 24, 1856, 


835.000 
25,000 
25.000 
150.000 
175.000 
80,000 


Total, 

WASHWOrON 


$490,000 



April 13, 1840, 828.000 

March 5, 1845. 150.000 

DeoeiDber 24. 1851, 275.000 



July IS, 1856, 
May 1. 1848. 
April 15. 1S40, . 
February 14. 1851, 
OctoU^r 28, 1852, 
Sovenibtr 13. 1852, 
February 14, 1853, 
Mareh 15, 1853, 
Aagnet 25, 1854, 
Angiut 2, 1856, 



?55,000 
150.01)0 
50,000 
40.0(10 
60.(100 
20,000 
35.000 
45,000 
165,000 
80,000 



Total. 


$700,000 


BAKOOK. 




July 4, 1834. 
Deeeniber 22. 1836, 
August 1. 1838, 
October 10, 1849, 


$35,000 
15.000 
22,000 
30,000 



J:inuary21.1843, 


8100.000 


July 25, 1844, 


100,000 


" 25.1844. 


200,000 


Di^i'(ii]il«-T l-I. 1845, 


40,000 


Juy fi IKiO, 


400.000 


September 28. 1851. 


35,000 


December 10, 1853, 


150.000 


March 29, 1S.')4, 


35,000 


April 28, 1854, 


50,000 


August 23, 1854, 


30,000 



CnAKLKSIOlT. 



$453,000 February 17, 1833, $35,00() 
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June 5, 1835, 
January 21, 1837, 
April 27, 1838, 
October 22, 1839, 
M»y 7. 1849, 
May 17, 1850, 
November 19, 1850, 

28, 1851, 
December 19, 1851, 

24, 1852, 
April 4, 1853, 
March 29, 1854, 



200,000 

40,000 

2,000,000 

30,000 

100,000 

850,000 
40,000 
40,000 
25,000 
80,000 
40,000 

400,000 



July 4, 1855, 



75,000 



Total, 



$3,320,000 



BALTIMORE. 



July 15, 1832, 
May 2, 1833, 
October 1, 1833, 
January 24, 1834, 
February 7, 18:]5, 
7, L^35, 
Deconiher 25, 1886, 
Febniurv 2, 1 S38, 
November 12, 1842, 
Mar.h l>4, 1844, 
September 11, 1844, 
February 3, 1845, 
►September 6, 1845, 
January 25, 1846, 
May 28, 1848, 
January 13, 1849, 
28, 1849, 
February 10, 1849, 
March 13, 1850, 
July 20, 1850, 
" 28, 1851, 
November 16, 1852, 
5, 1854, 
May 22, 1855, 



$150,000 
30,000 
30,000 

100,000 
50,000 
60,000 
60,000 

100,000 
35,000 
25,000 
60,000 
50,000 

350,000 
30,000 

150,000 
30,000 
40,000 
50,000 
20,000 
50,000 
75,000 
80,000 

190,000 

150,000 



Total, $1,990,000 


PITTSBUKQ. 




March 25, 1844, 


$60,000 


April 10, 1845, 12,000,000 


May 27, 1845, 


40,000 


June 10, 1845, 


75.000 


March 21, 1846, 


80,000 


April 12, 1848, 


120,000 


" 12, 1848, 


40,000 


June 6, 1848, 


70.000 


May 14, 1851, 


60,000 


October 28, 1851, 


150,000 


June 9, 1853, 


50,000 


July 20, 1853, 


40,000 


January 23, 1854, 


30,000 


September 29, 1855, 


20,000 


28, 1856, 


50,000 


Total, $12,885,000 


LOUISVILLE. 




Juno 21, 1833, 


$100,000 


January 23, 1835, 


60,000 


August 11, 1889, 


50.000 


iMarch 25, 1849, 


30,000 


" 18, 1858, 


75,000 


October 21, 1853, 


200.000 


November 2, 1855, 


40,000 


September 29, 1856, 


200,000 


December 6, 1856, 


30,000 



Total, 



$785,000 



RICHMOND. 



February 6, 1833, $100,000 
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December 31, 1839, 160,000 

October 29, 1842, 60,000 

February 19, 1850, 40,000 

March 18, 1850, 50,000 

July 2, 1853, 80,000 



July 3, 1853, 
December 7, 1854, 
October 19, 1855, 

Total 



40,000 
50,000 
40,000 

$620,000 



BflCAPrrUIiATION OV LOSSES BT LARQIB FIRES. 



Boston, 

New York, 

San Francisco, 

Sacramento, 

Nevada, 

Stockton, 

Marysville, 

Grass Valley 

Columbia, 

Philadelphia, 

Cincinnati, 

New Orleans, 

Mobile, 

Savannah, 

Chicago, 

St. Louis, 

Albany, 



♦5,585,000 

30,769,000 

31,485,000 

12,650,000 

1,200,000 

1,000,000 

1,050,000 

400,000 1 

1,300,000 

8,284,000 

1,961,000 

7,800,000 

3,375,000 

8,870,000 

640,000 

10,383,000 

5,790,000 



BnfFalo, 


1,305,000 


Providence, 


465,000 


Portland, 


490,000 


Washington, 


1,953,000 


Troy, 


700,000 


Bangor, 


102,000 


Charlestown, 


200,000 


Brooklyn, 


1,150,000 


Charleston, 


3,320,000 


Baltimore, 


1,990,000 


Pittsburg, 


12,835,000 


Louisville, 


785,000 


Kichmond, 


620,000 


Miscellaneous. 


33,106,000 


Total, 


$191,563,000 



This recapitulation, as will be perceived by an ex- 
amination of the items of losses, includes only those by 
what are properly called large fire5l In some localities 
the loss by small fires is equal to one half of that by 
the large; in other places, to one thirds and one fourth. 
A safe estimate of the proportion, based upon informa- 
tion derived from all sections of the country, and the 
combined judgment of the many persons who have 
kindly given the author estimates, is one third; which, 
added to the amount given, makes the enormous sum 
of upwards of two hundred and fifty-five million, four 
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hundred and seventeen thmisand dollars ; most of which 
has occurred since 1835. 

At the fires of which accounts are given, fotir hun- 
dred and seventy-seven persons were killed — the greater 
number of whom by falling walls ; 07ie hundred and 
twenty-nine were seriously injured ; and one thousand 
and sixty-eight were killed by other casualties. 

The rate per cent, of tax or expense, on property sub- 
ject to loss for the support of this arm of service, varies 
from two to nine cents on each one hundred thousand 
dollars per annum. No correct estimate can be made 
of the value of property saved, or the destruction of 
which has been prevented^ by the fire departments; 
and for that reason no accurate estimate can be made 
of the value of this class of insurance. The author 
feels confident that no person, having in mind the loss 
of life and health consequent upon the discharge of this 
arduous duty, can be led to the conclusion that the 
expenditures exceed a proper limit. Should any person 
so conclude, however, the best means we can recom- 
mend to him for the correction of such decision is — 
become an active and faithful member for one year. 

CONCLUSION. 

Two years ago this volume was commenced ; and, 
during the period that has elapsed, information, of 
interest to every fireman, and of importance to the 
public, has accumulated sufficient for three volumes of 
the form and size of this. The limits of this work, how- 
ever, preclude any extension ; and every effort has been 
made to condense and abridge the matter in such proper 
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manner as to embody as much as possible of interest 
to firemen. In the Annual to be hereafter issued we 
shall insert much that we have received from various 
correspondents, to whom, and the Press of this and 
other cities, for the many favors and facilities afforded 
in the preparation of this work, we respond an honest, 
heart-felt "thank you.*' 
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Martha," for her " grand-nephews and grand-nieces,'* with the desire of teaching them 
that " the better children they are, the better men and women they will be.** — Christian 
Register. 

For You Know Whom J or, our school at Pineville. il- 
lustrated. By Caroline Ellen Hartshorn. 18mo. Cloth. 
144 pp. Price, 374 cts. 

This is another of those chaste, moral, entertaining books which the friends of the 
young have favored them with. It is a sort of reminiscence of school-boy days, which 
always bring to the mind happy reflections. Do not fail to buy the book, and present it 
to your little child, sister or brother. It will afford them much pleasure, and cost you but 
Uttle. The book is beautifiiUy iUustrated. — Am. Patriot. 

Equal Rights of the Rich and Poor, bj a. h. hall. 

18mo. Cloth. Price, 37i eta. 

This little volume gives some strong and graphic pictures of the way some rich men 
acquire their property and influence in society, and how the poor are kept poor. Some 
good moral lessons are taught hi its pages. It is handsomely published, and will be read 
with IKerest. — Hartford Relig. Herald. 
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Sure Attchor. bt rbv. h. p. andrbws. i2inD, 216 pp. 

Cloth. Price, 62 cts. 

It will be found a valuable addition to the family library. Many excellent moral les- 
sons are taught in its pages. We always gladly welcome anything from the press of Mr. 
French, for we are generallT sore that it will be handsome, moral, and interesting. — Dti' 
patch and Journal, 

The Exile's Lay ; valedictory to the land of his birth, and 
Salutatory to that of his adoption ; and other Poems. By the 
Border Minstrel. 18mo, 122 pp. Cloth, gilt. Price, 38 cts. 

" A pretty volume of Poems." 

The Cooper's Son ; or, Thb prize of virtue, a Tale of the 
Revolution. Written for the Young. Illustrated. 18mo. * Cloth. 
Price, 37 cts. 

(IK PRKSS.) 

Works of this character, we are sorry to say, have not received that attention at the 
hands of publishers, or authors, whi(^ we should be glad to see. Our district school libra- 
ries are very deficient in tales and biography of American history and life. We commend 
this work to the public, especially the young, as a volume well worth a perusid. — Cout' 
ant' 

The Sociable Story Teller. Being a selection of new Aneo- 
dotes. Humorous Tales, amusing Stories and Witticisms ; calcu- 
lated to entertain and enliven the Social Circle. 18mo. Cloth. 

• Price, 42 cts. 

(m PBESS.) 

This is a rare collection of intellectual pleasantries — a sort ol refined Joe MiUerism — 
which we are sure will wreath the countenances of all its readers in smUes. — LancMter 
Courant, 

TalmudiC Maxims.* Translated from Oie Hebrew; together 
with other sayings, compiled from various authors. By L. S. 
D 'Israel. 18mo. Cloth. Price, 50 cts. 

The Dream Fulfilled ; or, thb trials and triumphs of thb 

MoRKLAND Family. 18mo. Cloth. Price, 42 cts. 

(iir PSKSS.) 
* New Illustrated Editions being iH:epwed» 
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|ttb gtiniatnrt f olumfs* 

The Art of Conversing. Wntten for the mBtructlon of Youth 
in Uie polite maimers and language of the drawing-room, by a 
Society of Gentlemen. Sixteenth £diti(Hi. Muslin, gilt edgesL 
32mo. Price, . 33 cts. 

II is ftill or hwtractiTe lessona, worttqr of bdng studied t^ botk iM and young ; and, 
withal, a pleasing book to read. — Camhrtdg^ Chroniole. 

• it lonl (jeinS \ or, the Songs of the Flowers. By Mrs. J. 
Tbatsb. Fourteenth Edition. 32mo, 128 pp. Muslin, gilt 
edges. Price, 33 cts. 

Who that loves flowers (and what generoos heart does not T) will pass this beaatiftdly- 
printed little volume witboat a glance and a consequent glow of pleasure ? We heartily 
commend it to public acceptance. — Laneattm- Courant, 

lIlC AfflCtnySt j or, Poetical Gevs. A Gifk Book for all sea- 
sons. Muslin, gilt edges. 32mo, 128 pp. Price, . . 33 cts. 
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The prettiest miniature of the season.** 



ZiOni By Rev. Timothy A. Taylor. 32mo. Muslin, gilt edges. 
160 pp. Price, 37 cts. 

This little work, which has obtained a great popularity, is neatly printed and elegantly 
bound. — Evening Gazette. 

Gray's Elegy, and other Poems. The Poetlcal works of Thomas 
Gray. " Poetry — Poetry ! — Gray — Gray ! " [Daniel Web- 
ster, the night before his death, Oct. 24, 1852.] 32mo. Muslin, 
gilt edges. Price, 33 cts. 

bOnnClSi By Edward Moxon. 32ino. Muslin, gilt edges. 
Price, ... ... 33 cts. 

** A beaatiful little miniature volume, of great valne.** 
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Sealiments on Social Life. By mrs. n. s. French. 32ma 

Muslin., gilt edges. Price, 33 cts 

The Fugitive Cllief. a Poem. 32mo. Muslin, gUt edges 
Price, 33 cts 

llie i^OlaCe I or, Afflictions Lightened. By Ret. T. A. Tat 
LOR. 32mo. Muslin, gilt edges. Price, 33 cts. 

Lectures to lOUtOi containing instructions preparatory to 
their entrance upon the active duties of life. By Rev. R. F. Law- 
rence. 18mo. Cloth. Price, 50 cts. 

The Sabbath Made for Man ;* or, instituted by divinb 

Authority. By Rev. Dr. Cornell. 18mo. Cloth. Price, 

33 ctfl. 

Dora iiraitOn \ or, every Cloud ha:^ a silver Lining. Em- 
bellished with a handsome engraving. 12mo, 406 pp. Cloth. 
Price, $1.00 

History of the Administrations, from washingtow to 

Buchanan. 12mo. 

(IK PBKS8.) 

Ambition. By Katb Willis. 12mo. Cloth. Price, . $1.00 

The Star of the West i2mo. Price, $1.25 

The Minstrel's Gift, containing Songs and Ballads. Also, 
Melodies for the Flute or Violin, and a Petit Opera, vnritten and 
composed by Joseph W. Turner. 12mo. Cloth. Price, 75 cts. 

(Iir PRIESS.) 

* New niostrated Editions being prepared. 

9 



lamts <|rtnt^ niU) fioan^nu^'s ^oMtcahons. 



Foster's Book- Keeping, by double aio) single entry, both in 
t*iiij;l(.' and cojiartnorship hueiness, exemplified in three sets of 
I>«><>k8. Fourteenth edition. 8vo. Cloth, extra. Price, . 1.00 

We hnvc examined "Foster^a Practical Book-Keeping," and feel no hesitation in 
reomnraendiug it as a valuable text-book for those who may wish to become familiar with 
the forms of practical business. 

Abbot LAwaB.HCB. Vbaihcum Hatbv, 

President MerchanU* Bank 

Samuel FRorniNRHiM, Ionatics Sargxmt, 

President State Bank. President Olobe Bank. 

Jambs C. Wild, Archibald Foster, 

Cashier Boston Bank. Cashier Qranite Bank. 

I entirely concur in the above opfoioiis. 

M. Brimmkr, Mayor City of Boston, 

The work has been received with great fkvor, has rapidly passed through nine edittons, 
and is doserving uf the attention of all who may desire a practical knowledge of (he adenoe 
of business. — Am. Cabinet. 

This is an excellent work, in general use in the schools, and highly commended to all 
learners. —Advertiser. ^ 

JjeJlUtlOS 01 n riling \ containing twenty large specimens of 
Ornamental Penmanship, Pen-Drawing, and oflf-hand Flourishing. 
Price, ... 75 cts. 

Mr. James French has published *■ Penmanship, or the Beauties of Writing,' in wliich 
various styles of writing, both plain and ornamental, are given. The pupil, with the aid 
of this work, and with Industry, would very soon acquire an easy and open style of writing, 
while they who are already expert with the pen can glean new ideas from this well 
executed work. — New Bedford Express. 

Tke Art of Pen-Drawing: containing examples of new 
styles of ornamental Penmanship and Pen-Drawing, adorned with 
a great variety of Figures and Flourishes, executed with pen. 
Price, 75 cts. 

" The Art of Pen-Drawing," by the same publisher, being a beautiful collection of fig- 
ures and flourishes, executed by command of the hand. — Bangor Courier. 
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|amt0 (#rtnc^ anb ftompnng's ^atblicationi 

French's System of Practical Penmaaship, founded on 

scientific movements ; combining the principles on which the 
method of teaching is bjujcd. Illustrated by oni^raved copies, for 
the use of Teachers and Learners. Thirty-eighth Fkiition. Price, 

' 25 cts. 

lliig little treatise seems well fitted to teach everything which can be taught of 'the 
theory of Penmanship. The style proposed is very simple. The copperplate fac-siniiles 
of Mr. French's writing are aa nMt^s anything of the kind we ever saw. — Post. 

Mr. French has illustrated his -theory with some of the most elegant specimens of 
execution, which prove hhn master of his science. — Courier, 

This work is of a useful character, evidently illustrating an excellent system. We have 
already spoken of it in terms of approbation. — Journal. 

This little work of his is one of the beet and moet uaeftd publications of the kind that 
we have seen. — Tranteript. 

iiOStOD LOpy'llOOK J comprising nearly two hundred engraved 
copies, of a groat variety of different styles, for the use of Schools 
and Academies. Price, #•.... 42 cts. 

JjaUieS LOpJ'DOOK I containing many beautiful engraved 
copies, which are a perfect imitation of the natural hand-writing ; 
also including German Text and Old^^Hj^ Price. . . 17 cts. 

Boston Elementary Copy-Book : comprising large and 

small Text Hand, for Schools. Price, 12A cts. 

Cook's Mercantile System of Penmanship. Fourth 

Revised Edition. Price, 37i cts. 

Ladies' Writing Book, for the use of Teachers and Learners, 
with three engraved copies on each page, and tlie manner of hold- 
ing the pen, sitting at the table, &c., explained. Price, . J 3 cts. 

Gentlemen's Writing Book, for the use of Teachers and 
Learners, with tliree engraved copies on each page, and the man- 
ner of holding the pen, sitting at the table, &c., explained. Price, 

13 cts 
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|amt0 4frtnx^ anb Aompang's ^ttblicatiotis. 

Frrncli's New Writing Book, witii a fine eii-mvcKi copv 

on eai'h i«igo. Just pablished, in four numljoi-s, on a hi^lily iiii- 
Iirnvi-<1 i»lan. 

N«). 1 Contiiina the First Principles, &c 10 cts. 

N... 2 A iiiio Cnpy llsiml 10 »' 

Nil. 3 A ]m»M BiiHin<'ss Hanfl AVriting, 10 •* , 

No. 4 Boautiful EpiHtoiury Writing for the T^iidy, . . . 10- »* 

Jamef french L Co., No. 78 ^ashlnjrton-vt., ]iiiv6juit published a new si-ries of Writ-^ 
iiig Buuki, tur the use of Scbooli aixl Acailemies. They arc arraiigetl upon a iiuw and 
lni|inivtfd plan, irith a copy on each Imm^'C, aiid aaiplu iii»iructii4i» for learners. AVe coni- 
Dicnd them to the attention of teachers and parents. — Transcript. 

They pummenee with those simple forms which the learner needs fintt to make, and t}iey 
conduct him, by natural and appropriate steps, to those styles of the 'art wiiich indicate 
the chirography not only ot the finished penman, but- which are adapted to the wants of 
thoM who wish to become accomplished accountants. — Courier, 

A new and^^b(inal system of WriUng Books, which cannot fail to meet with favor. 
Thry consist of a serles,^^ at the top of each page Is a finely-executed copy. We cor- 
dially recuuimend the vfl[l— Bee. 

It is easily acquired, practical, and beautiful. — Fitchburg SentineL 

We Iiare no hesitaUon in pronouncing them superior to anything of the kind ever 
issueti. — Stq/r Spangled Banner. 

ThetMi are reiilly ileKantly^^^ted copies, and cannot fail to become i)<)])u1iir witli 
teachers. Th^urieties oM^^^V present are graceful and free. — Advertiser. 

lil11K(!C i Cnnicin i containing 48 pages, with engraved copies 
on each page. Price, / 33 cts. 



French's Eagle Cover Writing Books, made of cno i>iue 

paper, without copies, Price, 7 ctt>. 



-*-^ 



53:r Messrs. F. & CO* are preparing for publication 
several Valuable Works, which will be issued in time for the 
fall trade. 

^ey ore the publishers of many popular works, and have some new ones in 
press wiiich promise to meet with favor. — Boston Daily Advertiser, 
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the Library on or before the last date 
stamped below. 

A fine of five oents a day is incurred 
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